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Crown Prince orders relief 
for devastated in Iran 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Sunday sent a cable of condolences 
to Iranian President All Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
and asked the Jordanian Hashemite Charity Commis- 
sion to send a relief plane loaded with medical aid to 
Iran. 



Six dead and 71 wounded 
in Algerian bomb blasts 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Al least six people were killed 
and 7 1 injured in four explosions in Algiers late Sun- 
day, four days before the official start of an election 
campaign here, according to an initial toll from secu- 
rity services. A car-bomb exploded oulside a restau- 
rant in the coastal Boij Al Kiffan suburb killing at 
least five people and wounding 30, security services 
said. Earlier in the afternoon, three bomb blasts in the 
capital claimed one life and wounded 41. Elections 
are scheduled for June 5. 
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Netanyahu plans to keep 
60 per cent of West Bank 


j- TEL AVIV f'AP) — - Prime 

' Minister Benyamin Net- 
anyahu intends to keep 
• about 60 per cent of the 

West Bank in a per man ent 
settlement with the Pales- 
tinians, a senior Israeli offi- 
cial said Sunday. 

, A Palestinian official 

rejected the proposal out- 
p right. The Israeli newspaper 

i Maariv reported Sunday 

that Mr. Netanyahu wants 
Israel to keep 45 to 50 per 
9 cent of the West Bank, but 

the officiaL speaking on 
, condition of anonymity. 

: told the Associated Press 

(AP.) “it's about 60 per cent, 
J not 45 or 50." 

| . Anis Al Qaq, deputy 
; Palestinian planning minis - 

I ter, said, “there is no Pales- 

' dnian who will accept 

Israel’s keeping 60 per cent 
I of the West Bank.” 

“If Israel does not want ro 
; withdraw from the areas it 

conquered in 1967, and if 
the peace talks do not lead 
j to establishment of a Pales- 

tinian state, then there is no 
need for peacemaking,” he 
told the AP. 

Under Mr. Netanyahu's 
plan, Israel would keep 
1 land in the Jordan Valley — 

\ along a north-south moun- 

tain ridge running through 
the West Bank — around 
- the Gush Etzion Bloc of 

P settlements south of 

i Jerusalem — along the 

| West Bank’s western bor- 

der with Israel, and on both 
sides of the corridor con- 


necting Jerusalem with the 
rest of Israel the' official 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu is opposed 
to the Palestinian entity 
having a common border 
with Jordan. Israeli troops 
would therefore remain 
permanently along the Jor- 
dan River to ensure that no 
Arab army ever crossed the 
river. 

In the last stages of the 
negotiations, Mr. Netan- 
yahu will agree to evacuate 
a few isolated settlements, 
to avoid leaving them “sur- 
rounded by a sea of Arabs,” 
Maariv said. The settlers 
would be moved to larger 
settlement blocs. 

In his public statements, 
Mr. Netanyahu expressed 
opposition to the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state, 
but in private he says he 
does not care what the 
Palestinians call their entity 
provided it does not have 
armed forces with heavy 
weapons, according to 
Maariv. 

Mr. Netanyahu's plan is 
based on a map drawn up 
by defence officials show- 
ing areas deemed vital for 
Israel’s strategic interests. 
The map has already been 
shown to the cabinet, the 
official said, and will be 
officially submitted in the 
near future. 

Israel’s chief of military 
intelligence warned in an 
interview published Sunday 
that Yasser Arafat would 


return to violence if he lost 
hope of achieving a Pales- 
tinian state with its capital 
in Jerusalem. 

Major General Moshe 
Yaalon told the Haaretz 
newspaper that “if they per- 
ceive that aim as threat- 
ened, they are likely to 
resort to violence.” 

Mr. Yaalon said the Pales- 
tinians are still not cooper- 
ating fully with Israel to 
prevent attacks against 
Israelis by militants. 

Friday's meeting between 
Israeli and Palestinian secu- 
rity officials was just a ges- 
ture to the American envoy 
Dennis Ross, who has 
urged Mr. Arafat to resume 
security cooperation with 
Israel General Yaalon 
said. 

“I have a list of Islamic 
Jihad and Hamas activists," 
Geo. Yaalon said, “and 
until I see them behind bars 
1 cannot say that Arafat is 
taking serious action, and 
I’m not talking about his 
arresting political or reli- 
gious figures.” 

Unless there is full coop- 
eration Gen. Yaalon said he 
will not recommend that 
Israel permit the opening of 
the “safe passage" for 
Palestinians between the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. Nor would he recom- 
mend the Israel allow the 
opening of a Palestinian 
airport and seaport in Gaza, 
as promised in the Israel- 
PLO accords, “because we 



A huge crowd watch Pope John Paul II on a screen during a Sunday mass at a 
Beirut construction site. The Pope took his message of Muslim-Christian recon- 
ciliation into the battle-scared heart of Beirut (Reuters photo) 

Pope celebrates mass along with 
hundreds of thousands in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Pope 
John Paul n celebrated an 
open-air mass on the 
seafront of war-devastated 
downtown Beirut on Sun- 
day before several hundred 
thousand pilgrims who 
flocked from across the 
country to attend the his- ■ 
tone ceremony. 

The pontiff stood on a 
podium in the form of a 
cedar tree, Lebanon’s 
national symbol, overlook- 
ing a vast sea of worship- 
pers. with the bell tower of 
a Catholic church and the 
minaret of a mosque in the 
background. 

“Peace be with you,” the 
76-year-old Pope said on 
the second day of his his- 
toric visit, seen here as as a 
symbol of hope for the 
country wracked by 15 
years of war between 
Christian and Muslim 
forces. 

“Lebanon has shown that 
these different faiths can 
live together in peace. 


brotherhood and coopera- 
tion," he said in his sermon 
delivered at an altar built of 
ancient stones. 

“I am certain that the suf- 
ferings of the past years 
will not be in vain, they will 
strengthen your freedom 
and unity,"' he said. 

At least a quarter of a mil- 
lion Christians, many wav- 
ing yellow and white Vati- 
can flags, attended the mass 
which included hymns sung 
by a 500-member choir. 

“Your visit resembles the 
visit of Christ to Sidoo two 
thousand years ago when 
he cured a paralysed man. 
Your visit will heal our 
wounds.” said Cardinal 
Nasrallah Sfeir, head of the 
Maronite Church. 

The Maronites form the 
most important community 
of Lebanon's 1.5 million 
Christians, out of an esti- 
mated population of four 
million. 

The Christians held the 
lion’s share of power before 


the 1975-1990 civil war but 
today feel increasingly 
marginalised by the pro- 
Syrian regime. 

“We th ank you for your 
backing which consolidates 
confidence in Lebanon, 
national reconciliation, 
independence, sovereignty 
and free decision," Cardi- 
nal Sfeir said. 

More than 250,000 peo- 
ple had greeted the papal 
convoy on the 20-kilometre 
road to Beirut from the port 
of Junieh to the north. 

The flag-waving crowd 
freed doves of peace and 
threw rice and flowers on., 
the Popemobile, as the pon- 1 
tiff greeted them and made ’ 
the sign of the cross. 

The pontiff received a 
rapturous welcome from 
across the religious spec-, 
crura on his arrival Satur- ’ 
day, when he pleaded for 
Lebanese people to work 
together for peace after the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ross 

meets 

Mubarak 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s 
President Hosni Mubarak 
held talks with U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross Saturday on 
ways to revive the Middle 
East peace process but 
Egyptian officials said it 
was too early to speak of 
any breakthroughs. 

Mr. Ross said after the 
meeting in Egypt’s Red Sea 
resort of Sharm Al Sheikh 
that he had held “useful” 
discussions with Mr. 
Mubarak, who has often 
mediated in troubled 
rounds of peace talks. 

The U.S. envoy said the 
meeting gave him a chance 
to present what he was 
doing to overcome differ- 
ences between Palestinians 
and Isradis and bring them 
to the negotiating table in 
order to end a two-month 
deadlock triggered by 
Israel’s decision to begin 
work on a Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

“The U.S. is acting with 
both parties to bring the 
peace process back on 
track,” Mr. Ross told 
reporters in the resort town. 

Eastern 
Iran quake 
death toll 
reaches 
2,000 

MASHHAD (R) — Up to 

2.000 people were killed in 
the powerful earthquake 
that hit eastern Iran where 
rescue teams and villagers 
searched through the rub- 
ble on Sunday for sur- 
vivors. 

As appeals for inter- 
national aid went out, an 
Iranian Red Crescent state- 
ment quoted by Tehran 
Radio said the death toll 
had risen to 2,000 in the 
earthquake which struck on 
Saturday with a force of 

7.1 on the Richter scale. 

Iranian television showed 

footage of mass destruction 
in the quake zone, with 
barely a wall left standing 
in one town and children, 
including ciying toddlers, 
wandering aimlessly am- 
ong the rubble. 

Villagers dug with shov- 
els and bodies were 
brought out from the debris 
slung in sheets. 

A make-shift refugee 
centre set up in a large hall 
was filled with survivors 
ministering to children. 
Some were on drip feeds. 

The Red Crescent said 
the quake — Iran's worst 
since 1990 when more than 
35,000 were killed — hit 
200 villages inflicting 
damage between 70 per 
cent and 100 per cent. 

The radio said 2,000 
relief workers using 300 
vehicles were in the area 
where some 10,000 houses 
were estimated to have 
been destroyed in villages 
in Khorasan province, 
which borders- Afghanistan ■ 
1 and Turkmenistan. 

; Iran’s Deputy Interior- 
; Minister for Natural Disas- 
ters Rasul Zargar was quot- 
ed by the official Iranian 

(Continued on page 7) 


Crown Prince calls for linking vocational, 
academic education to serve labour market 



AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Sunday at 
the Ministry of Education 
dial coordinating vocational 
and academic education with 
the needs of the labour mar- 
ket is integral to the achieve- 
ment of economic develop- 
ment thereby raising the Jor- 
danian standard of living. 

Prince Hassan sought to 
emphasise this coordination 
during separate meetings 
held with presidents of pri- 
vate universities, members of 
the educational development 
commiuee and during a visit 
to the Ain AJ Basha vocation- 
al training centre. 

In the meeting with the 
educational development 
committee at the ministry of 
education, Prince Hassan 
.emphasised the need for the 
■committee to develop the 
second phase of the educa- 
tional development process. 

Prince Hassan yesterday 
stressed the importance of 
modernising the educational 
system in coordination with 
the needs of the labour mar- 
ket within the framework of 
comprehensive development 
plans which have become a 
necessity in light of econom- 
ic. social and technological 
developments. 

The Crown Prince stressed 
the interconnecnvity 

between the educational 
process and economic devel- 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan’s 
move to enact into law two 
major reforms to overhaul 
the stock market and mod- 
ernise company legislation 
will help its bourse lure for- 
eign investors, investment 
managers said on Sunday. 

A Royal Decree passed 
on Saturday enacting the 
new Securities Law also 
lifts the last legal hurdle to 
the passage of an over- 
hauled Companies Law, 
which the government had 
put on hold after approving 
it three months ago. 

The new Companies Law 
cancels a 15 per cent tax on 
companies raising their 
capital bases by shifting 
money from reserves. 

The new Securities Law, 
the first major overhaul of 
the bourse since it was set 
up in 1978, permits dual 
listing of Jor danian firms 
on the Amman bourse and 
international exchanges, 
encourages Jordanian glob- 
al depository receipts, and 
allows the liking of mutual 
funds on the stock market 
for the first time. 

It will also set up within 
two years an automated 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
LTnited States has informed 
Israel of plans to slash its 
annual S1.2 billion in civil- 
ian aid to it, an Israeli 
newspaper reported Sunday 
quoting government offi- 
cials. 

The mass-circulation 
daily Maariv said several 
officials had expressed 
alarm at die purported 
intention of U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to seek a 
reduction of several hun- 
dred million dollars in 
civilian aid for next year. 

“Several officials said 
they had been informed of a 
plan by the Clinton admin- 
istration to significantly 
reduce civilian aid in the 
next fiscal year," the news- 


opmenL The process requires 
an increase in social produc- 
tivity. improved competitive- 
ness, provision of qualified 
manpower and inter-sectoral 
coordination. 

Prince Hassan noted that 
the .aim of the social produc- 
tivity package, recently 
announced, is improvement 
of the poor and unem- 
ployed’s Ijving conditions. 

But he said, well trained 
manpower is integral to the 


central depository settle- 
ment system and will 
restrict the duties of the 
bourse management to 
those of a regulator, leaving 
operations in the hands of 
the private sector. 

The two pieces of reform 
are pan of a wider package 
of economic reforms await- 
ing legislative- action to 
improve the business cli- 
mate. 

“Yes of course there will 
be a noticeable increase in 
foreign buying," said Ziad 
Basha, securities manager 
at Jordan's British Bank of 
the Middle East 

Investment managers say 
earlier delays in passing the 
laws had hampered trade 
over the last two months in 
leading blue chip shares, 
which had risen on expec- 
tations of bonus share 
issues. The firms promised 
shareholders they would 
boost their capital with 
transfers from reserves, 
including free shares offers. 

Analysts expect those 
promises to be fulfilled 
soon now that the laws 

(Continued on page 7) 


paper reported. 

Washington’s $1.8 billion 
in annual military aid to 
Israel would be untouched, 
it said. Maariv said the U.S. 
plan would also involve 
reducing U.S. civilian aid 
to Egypt and that Mr. Clin- 
ton had enough support in 
the U.S. Congress to carry 
out the cuts. At the same 
time, U.S. aid would be 
increased to Jordan, the 
only Arab state with Egypt 
to have signed a peace 
treaty with Israel, it said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
has in the past suggested 
that the Israeli economy 
would be better off not 
relying on such a high-level 
of U.S. financial assistance. 


package’s success and the 
overall economic rehabilita- 
tion process. 

The Prince underlined the 
important role of teachers in 
the educational process, say- 
ing their work will essential- 
ly reflect on economic per- 
formance. Provision of qual- 
ified graduates will supply 
the market with its needs of a 
competent workforce. 

In this respect. Prince Has- 
san called for raising teach- 


Shares climb 
0.71 per cent 

AMMAN (R) — Shares on 
Jordan's stock exchange 
rose across the board in 
busy trade on Sunday, 
climbing 0.7 1 per cent on a 
wave of optimism after the 
government approved laws 
to overhaul the stock mar- 
ket and modernise compa- 
ny legislation. 

The official 60-share 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) index rose 1.07 
points to 152,00 points, its 
biggest daily increase in 
nearly two months, in trade 
worth 1.11 million dinars 
(SI. 6 million). 

Twenty-nine shares rose. 
Shares in just two firms fell 
in combined trade worth 
less than 1,000 dinars. 

Brokers said the market 
was boosted by foreign 
buying as well as local 
demand as investors took 
heart from the new compa- 
nies and securities laws, 
which will reform Amman 
bourse operations and can- 

(Continued on page 7) 


discussed the planned shift 
in U.S. aid policy last week 
with King Hussein. The 
Maariv report surfaced as 
U.S. Middle East peace 
envoy Dennis Ross was 
bogged down in efforts to 
get Israelis and Palestinians 
back to the negotiating 
table after their peace 
process broke down due to 
Jewish settlement of land 
claimed by the Palestinians. 
The report made no link 
between the planned aid cut 
and U.S. displeasure with 
Mr. Netanyahu's reftisal to 
freeze settlement expansion 
pending the outcome of 
scheduled Israeli-Palestin- 
ian negotiations on the final 
starus of the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. 


ers' professional standards 
and improving their social 
status. 

Other aspects of the educa- 
tional process such as educa- 
tional management, catering 
to gifted and handicapped 
student needs should also 
receive due attention. Prince 
Hassan said during the meet- 
ing attended by deputy Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ensour 

(Continued on page 7) 

Ensour 
denies plans 
to lay off 
public 
employees 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government Sunday denied 
it had plans for laying off 
its employees or retiring 
them but asserted that from 
now on it will reduce the 
number of vacant posts and 
will only appoint people 
when ir is absolutely neces- 
sary. 

The government also 
intends to merge ministries 
with similar services and 
work has already started in 
retraining and readapting 
civil servants to adapt them 
to the new work system. 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister Development 
Affairs Abdullah Ensour 
said in a meeting with the 
Administrative Committee 
at the Lower House of Par- 
liament. 

The government is totally 
committed to implement- 
ing His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s directives as con- 
tained in the Letter of Des- 
ignation to the government 
regarding the bloated 
administrative system and 
is also committed to the 
King's directives that no 
employees be harmed in 
the course of the govern- 
ment’s handling of the flab- 
by administration, stressed 
Dr. Ensour who added that 
the government will only 
undertake carefully calcu- 
lated measures in this 
respect. 

Pointing out that the Jor- 
danian civil and military 
administration systems are 
among the largest in the 
world compared with the 
volume of population. Dr. 
Ensour said that this has ro 
do with the. country’s his- 
tory and political makeup 
which has accumulated 
over the past decades with 
the huge migration of peo- 
ple to the Kingdom. 

“We have embarked on 
an economic march despite 
the difficulties and obsta- 
cles and we have sufficient 

(Continued on page 7) 


Cabinet enacts long awaited 
companies and securities laws 

Reforms expected to lure foreign investments 


U.S. reported planning to reduce 
aid to Israel, increase it to Jordan 
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Arafat keeping violence options 
open — Israeli intelligence chief 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
tAFPl — The head of Israeli 
army intelligence asserted 
Sunday that Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat will 
order new attacks against 
Israel if negotiations cannot 
achieve Palestinian indepen- 
dence. 

"If Arafat feels chat he has- 
n't succeeded in moving 
forward, then — and I state 
this categorically — he will 
return to violence" General 
Moslie Yaalon said in an 
interview with the Israeli 
new spaper Haarctz. 

General Yaalon com- 
plained that despite promis- 
es by Mr. Aratat to resume 
security cooperation halted 
when negotiations between 
the two sides broke down in 
March oxer the issue of 
Jewish settlement building. 
”1 don't sec any fight by the 
Pnlc.stinian ' i National) 
Authority against terror- 
ism." 

All mad Abdul Rahman, 
genera I -secretary of Mr. 
Arafat's cabinet, rejected 
Gen. Yuali m‘s claim, saying 


"peace is a strategic option 
and not a tactical one for us. 
we do not want violence." 

But he quickly added that 
the Palestinians “will not 
stand with their hands tied 
while Israeli expands settle- 
ments and ■Judaises' 
Jerusalem." 

"The Palestinian people 
have the right to confront 
settlements in every way 
possible." he said. 

Negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians 

have been frozen since 
Israel began construction on 
March 18 of a new Jewish 
settlement on occupied Arab 
land in East Jerusalem. 

The Jewish building on 
land where Palestinians 
want to establish the capital 
of a future: stale, sparked 
widespread violent protests 
in the Palestinian areas and a 
revival of bombing attacks 
against Jewish targets. 

U.S. Mideast envoy Den- 
nis Ross has been in the 
region since Wednesday in a 
bid to revive Israeli- Pales- 
tinian negotiations, but has 


made no apparent headway 
in breaking the deadlock 
caused by Jewish settlement 
activity'. 

Under U.S. pressure, 
senior Israeli and Palestin- 
ian security officials met 
Friday in Tel Aviv, but 
Israeli officials said the 
Palestinians still refused to 
resume full cooperation in 
the fight against militant 
violence as long as Israel 
continues building settle- 
ments. 

“The security cooperation 
by the Palestinian Authority 
so far is designed only to 
score points with the Ameri- 
cans." Gen. Yaalon said. “I 
have a list of Islamic Jihad 
and Hamas members and 
until I see them sitting 
behind bars I will not be 
able to say Arafat is acting 
seriously." he said, referring 
to militant groups responsi- 
ble for most anti-Israeli 
attacks. 

"The Palestinian (Nation- 
al) Authority is obligated to 
the peace process since this 
is the only strategic option at 


present which can enable 
them to attain tbeir goal of 
an independent state with 
east Jerusalem as its capi- 
tal," he said. 

“But it ’should be clear, 
they are committed to this 
process only as long as they 
see the goal as attainable, 
he said 

Mr. Yaalon said that in the 
absence of full cooperation 
in the fight against extremist 
violence, he would oppose 
fulfilment of Israeli obliga- 
tions to let the Palestinians 
open an airport or seaport in 
Gaza or establish travel cor- 
ridors between the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“I will not advise in favour 
of (these projects) since 
there will be no way to 
inspect what goes in and 
out," he said 

In the absence of coopera- 
tion, Israel sealed the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip from 
Saturday to Tuesday for fear 
of militant attacks during 
Israeli independence day 
Monday and memorial day 
Sunday. 


MAJOR EARTHQUAKES IN LAST TEN YEARS 


10 May, 1997 
IRAN 

Up to 2,000 killed when earthquake 
measuring 7.1 on the Richter scale 
rocked rural area 
28 May, 1995 
RUSSIA 

Russia's worst quake, measuring 
7.5, killed 1.989 people on the 
remote Sakhalin Island 

17 January, 1995 
JAPAN 

At least 6,055 people killed after 
quake measuring 7.2 ripped through 
central Japan 
6 June, 1994 
COLOMBIA 

Some 1 ,000 killed in earthquake and 
mudslide disaster in Paez River 
valley 

30 September, 1993 
INDIA 

Up to 22,000 people kiled after 
series of powerful earthquakes near 
Latur 

12 December, 1992 
INDONESIA 

2,200 people killed on the islands of 
Flores and Babi by earthquake 
measuring 6.8 


20 October, 1991 
INDIA 

1,600 killed by 6.1 earthquake 
northeast of Delhi 
1 February, 1991 
PAKISTAN / AFGHANISTAN 
1 .200 died when 6.B earthquake 
shook both countries 

16 July, 1990 

PHILIPPINES 

At least 2,000 killed and an 

estimated 148,000 made homeless 

by quake measuring 7.7 

21 June, 1990 
IRAN 

Earthquake measuring 7.7 kills 
50,000 in Iran's worst recorded 
disaster 

7 December, 1988 
SOVIET UNION 
More than 25,000 killed when 
earthquake measuring 6.9 struck 
northwest Armenia 

5 March, 1987 
ECUADOR 

Earthquake centered on El 
Reventador leaves 1 ,000 dead 


Slippage along a fault 
epicentre 


EARTHQUAKE TYPES 
shock Subduction 
xvaves 


epicentre 


REUTSS 

shock 

waves 



i Tectonic _ 

■ plates slide past each other along 
' fault lines creating pressure which 
is finally released as an earthquake 

S.'w.V L'Vv.t'S'.'. F:-i Vjrjrr-pr 5-t’JtC 


One tectonic plate is 
forced beneath another creating 
extreme pressure. Earthquakes 
caused this way are very powerful 


Despite quake, 
electioneering 
starts in Iran 


DUBAI (R) — Ir anian candidates on Satur- 
day launched campaigns for May 23 elec- 
don to replace President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. overshadowed by a massive 
earthquake in the east of the country. 

Tehran residents said posters of die four 
candidates approved by the powerful 
Guardian Council, which rejected 234 oth- 
ers who had also signed up to run. appeared 
across the Iranian capital at the start of offi- 
cial campaigning. 

Yellow banners put up by backers of con- 
servative Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar 
Naieq Noun and blue ones -spread across 
streets by pro-Rafsanjani supporters of for- 
mer minister Mohammad Khatami called 
for wide popular participation in the polls. 

But election coverage was overwhelmed 
by news of a major earthquake that killed 
about 2,000 people and injured thousands 
more. 

Residents said there were a few cases of 
rival groups tearing down posters in the 
run-up to die election which appeared to be 
a rwo-horse race between Mr. Nateq Nouri 
and Mr. Khatami. 

Mr. Nateq Nouri, who is close to Iran’s 
traditional bazaar merchants, is backed by 
key clerical groups and by the majority con- 
servative faction in the parliament. 

Mr. Khatami draws support from a coali- 
tion of pro-Rafsanjani centrists and Islamist 
left-wingers who have moderated many of 
their views in recent years. 

The other candidates are hardline conser- 
vative Mohammad Mohammadi 
Reyshahri. a former intelligence minister, 
and Reza Zavarei. a conservative who is 
deputy head of the judiciary. 

All four are Shiite Muslims and only Mr. 
Zavarei is not a clergyman. They "were 
approved after being screened for their alle- 
giance to Iran's Islamic government system 
and "absolute obedience" to Iranian 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

Election officials have warned state-fund- 
ed newspapers against supporting a particu- 
lar candidate and the stale radio and televi- 
sion have said the entrants would get equal 
time. The moves came after opponents of 
Mr. Nateq Nouri accused the radio and tele- 
vision of publicising his campaign by cov- 
ering events be attended in Ids official 
capacity. 



CURFEW: An Israeli border policeman checks the identity papers of a Palestinian man and his wife who are 
brin gi ng tbeir sick daughter into occupied Jerusalem on Sunday to take her to a hospital for treatment. Israel 
has imposed a closure on West Bank Palestinians entering Israel as it marks its memorial day today and its 49th 
Independence Day tomorrow. The wife and child were eventually allowed to enter Jerusalem but the father was 
turned back (Reuters photo) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kaddoumi condemns Israeli-lbridsh alliance 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — The bead of Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) Political Department, Farouk Kaddou- 
mi. on Sunday expressed concern about a Tuikish-Israeli 
military alliance. “We are worried because Turkey is a strate- 
gically-important Islamic state and such (an alliance) dam- 
ages Arab-Tiukish relations." Mr. Kaddoumi told reporters 
in Damascus. Tunis-based Kaddoumi who is opposed to the 
1993 Oslo accords between Israel and Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), was speaking after talks here with Nayef 
Hawarmeh — the leader of the Democratic Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine (DFLPi. Turkey has stepped up military 
cooperation with Israel during the past year despite strong 
Arab protests, and a Turkish general was in the Jewish state 
last week to discuss joint manoeuvres in the Mediterranean 
between Israeli, Turkish and U.S. forces. Turning to the 
peace process. Mr. Kaddoumi said the Israeli-Palestinian 
track hid been “marginalised" by the hardline policies of the 
right-wing Israeli government of Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Two more Bahrainis released in Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Two Bahrainis among a group 
arrested in March by the Kuwaiti security forces fra- alleged 
subversive activities have been released, lawyers said Sun- 
day. Adel A1 Haiki and Abdul Nabi Al Asfour, both Bahrai- 
nis in their early twenties, were released Saturday on a bail 
of 200 dinars (S65S) each after being held since March, 
defence lawyers said. The two were among a group of 1 1 
Bahrainis arrested anhe end of March for alleged subversive 
activities, including distributing leaflets against the govern- 
ment in Manama and illegally collecting donations. Further 
arrests followed. Ten Bahrainis have now been released, 
some on bail, while four otters are still being detained 
Lawyers said the investigation by the public prosecution is 
continuing. All the Bahrainis arrested were Shiite. 

Algerian election candidates’ throats slit 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Two candidates standing in Algeria's 
June 5 general elections had their throats slit by suspected 
militants "several days ago." their party, the Young Democ- 
ratic Movement (MID), said Sunday. Abdul Kader Zerhouni 
and Nou red dine Ziad were killed after they were ambushed 
on the road between Blida and Medea, 80 kilometres south of 
Algiers, party President Redouane Hamidou told AFP. They 
had their throats cut. their bodies were doused in petrol and 
they were burnt.” Mr. Hamidou said. "Our two candidates 
w ere pre-campaigning and were carrying their MJD cards on 
them when (hey were stopped at night. It happened a few 
days ago." he added. The campaign begins officially next 
Thursday and ends on June 2. with most political parties tak- 
ing pan. The MJD. which is pan of die present transitional 
parliament, is putting up 174 candidates. Saturday, a key 
Algerian opposition figure. Djafar Ouahioune. and his body- 
guard were shot dead before students at a high school 100 
kilometres south of Algiers. The two men were gunned down 
by a group of five men who were wearing police uniforms. 


Jewish state accuses 
Force 17 of murdering 
east Jerusalem Arab 




OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
t AP) — Israel accused Yasser 
Arafat’s personal guard Sun- 
day of trilling an east 
Jerusalem Arab suspected of 
selling Arab land to Jews. 

Land dealer Farid Bashiti, 
70, was killed Thursday in die 
Palestinian-controlled dty of 
Ramallah. His body was found 
with his skull crushed, hands 
tied behind his back and 
mouth sealed with plastic tape. 

"There is no doubt at all that 
Force 17 killed him," a senior 
Israeli official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, told 
the Associated Press (AP). 

Force 17, commanded by 
Amin Al Hindi, is Mr. Arafar’s 
personal bodyguard. Bashiti 
was seen at the Force 17 head- 
quarters in Ramallah at 930 
pjn. Thursday, the official 
said. "At 2 aan. the hospital in 
Ramallah phoned his wife and 
told her she could come and 
pick up his body." 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) denied 
involvement in Bashiti 's 
death. 

"This is a murder and the 
Palestinian (National) Auth- 
ority is not involved in ft," 
Deputy Planning Minister 
Anis Al Qaq told the Associat- 
ed Piess. 

The Israeli official said 
Bashiti was lured to a meeting 
at the Ambassador Hotel in 
east Jerusalem by a woman 
who told him she had buyers 
for two houses in Ramallah he 
was trying to sell. 

The account was corroborat- 
ed Saturday by Bashiti s fami- 
ly. who denied he had sold 
property to Jews. 

It has not yet been estab- 
lished whether Bashiti was 
kidnapped at the hotel or went 
to Ramallah of his own free 
will. Jerusalem police 


spokesman Shmud Ben Ruby 
said Sunday. 

Israel maintains that any 
activity of the Palestinian 
security forces in Jerusalem is 
a violation of the Israel-Paies- 
tinian peace accords. 

A number of Jerusalem 
Arabs have been kidnapped in 
the past two years by PNA 
agents and subjected to tough 
interrogations. The abductions 
were attributed to the Palestin- 
ian Protective Security Service 
in the ^fest Bank, headed by 
Colonel fibril Rajoub. 

This is the first time, howev- 
er, that Israel accused Ml is 
Arafat’s personal guard of v 
being involved. 

The death came just days 
after Palestinian Justice Minis- 
ter Freih Abu Meddn 
announced that Palestinians 
caught selling land to Jews 
would face the death penalty. 

Mr. Abu Medein said Friday 
that he did not agree with mur- 
der, but that the incident was 
proof that "nobody will accept 
a traitor." 

The mufti of Jerusalem, the 
city's highest-ranking Islamic 
clergyman, told the AP Satur- 
day that he had issued a farwa, 
or death sentence, against 
Muslims who sell land to 
Israelis. In a sermon at the Al 
Aqsa Mosque Friday, Mufti 
Safari said Bashiti was an infi- 
del who could not be buried at 
a Muslim cemetery. He also . 
forbade Muslims to pray fbjflP 
Bashiti at the mosque. 

Land is at the heart of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Palestinians see their hopes of 
establishing an independent - 
state in the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and Jerusalem threatened 
by the expansion of Jewish 
settlements in those areas — - 
sometimes oo land sold by 
Arabs. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

/./. "W/m 

PROGRAMME MU) 

1 5:35 french cjrti\ >» 

16:00 INvumcntar) — Tfn? Ger- 
man SL'VIIC 

l*»:25 IVep Water H;:\en 

1 6:50 Tlic Ocean Ciiri 

17:00 pKiimciM.ir} — E\lrti 
Dimensions 

l«S:00 French Pn 'grammes 

10:30 New * Headlines 

IV:35 Comedy — One Fi>>i in 
(lie Gniuc 

20:00 Ducunienury — Discover 
Mug a /.me 

2030 MuoLt Shi? Wrote 

21:10 Hicliijndcr 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Under Suspicion 

1 22:15 Mill i -series — Cinder Path 

PRAYER TIMES 

■ 04:08 Fajr 

05:36 .i Sunrise 1 Duha 

12:32 Dhuhr 

, 16:12 "At 

, Maghreb 

’Mu 

CHURCHES 

! St. Mars of Nazareth Church 

ivrifieb Tel. 810740 
ssemblics of God Church Tel. 


JORDAN 



AND CALENDAR 


fvjrss 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. K-590 
Church of the AnnuzucaDofi 

Tel. 637440. 

De Li Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sands Church Tet 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
‘"1331. 

.Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 

Tel. S27126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. $24328. 

Genrun-speakmg Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. W54S7 
The Latter-Dav Saints Tel. 
654952. 

Church of Nazareoe Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

In Amman Tel.811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 


ment of Meteondogy 
Hot and dry weather conditions 
will prevail with tem p e ra nces 
above average by 8-9 degrees 
centigrade and winds variable to 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds Mil be northerly moderate 
to active and seas calm. 

Mire/Max. temp- 

AmmaiL - 19/36 

Aqaba. -.25/41 

Deserts 17/38 

Jordan Valley 21/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 40 Humidity 
readings: Amman IS per cent. 
Aqaba 17 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

mm DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dc Mukbles Mazahrah 820425 

Dt \V tssam Hzayyin — 748563 
Dr. Muntber AJ Khatib ..S39S6S 

Dr. MuntherAl Qraini 779959 

Fins pharmacy 661912 


Fenlows pharmacy 
Al Asema pharmacy 
Nairoukh pharmacy ... 
Al Salam pharmacy .. 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy . 
Najib pharmacy 


778336 

. — 637055 

623672 

— 636730 

.644945 

637660 

— ,847632 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

AJ Quds pharmacy 1— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Al Safarini ...987565 
Kbalifeh pharmacy ,...^...9854 17 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre™ 637 1 1 1 

Gvi Defence Deponmai 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. — 1 99 
Rescue Pbfice_ 192. 621 II 1. 637777 

FtreBrieade. 617101 

Blood Bank. .775121 

Highway Police. .843402 

Traffic Police. 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 76 

Wrer& SwerareCfarapfeiats -897467 


Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan — ...7741 1 1 

Water Authority .680100 

J. Electricity Authority 8 1 56 15 

Electric Power Co .63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Mafica! Centre 815&il3/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity . -642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani _ ..60707] 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital S45845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ,...667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdaii ....666126/37 

AI-Ahli. Abdali ..664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajreen 777] 01/3 


AI-Bashir. 7751 M/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ..602240/50 

Ama! Hospital 674155 

The .Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Suraerv 365199 

ZARQA: " 


Zarqa 

Govt. Hospital 



Zarqa National Hospital 

Ibn Situ HospitaL... tQ9 1986732 
.Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
rmtoonoon 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

— 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
(rt?)77‘ > ' Y 7 < 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 

AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 

Haya Hospital 

FQR THE TRAVELI Fr 


QUE EN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian fRJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
t0S)532Q0-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can he supplied on 
phone OS f52700t. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Damascus (RJi 

— Sanaa fRJ) 

Jeddah (RJ.i 

J™ - -New Delhi i RJ i 

HkriO . — Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Ji 5 !® -Beirut tRJ) 

J™ . .Cairo (RJ, 

17^0 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19:15 Jakarta fadd)(RJi 

- ---Bangkok ( RJ) 

irjJJ "T” -Lyon tRJ) 

T~ :W ■■ Copenhagen. Aqaba (RJ) 
-3:10 Casablanca fRJj 

Erf?— — Jcddah 

M:40 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur 
Other Flights 

1(fc30 Cairo tMS) 


14:30 Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

21:10 — Paris. Damascus (AF) 

21:30 _Te! Aviv (LY) 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

01:20 Arasteadam (KL) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian fRJ) Flights 

07:20 Beirut (RJ) 

1° : I0 Copenhagen (add) (Rl) 

U:00 .Casablanca (RTij 

11:15..... .Aqaba. Lyon (add ) (RJ)' 

12:25 ..Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

13:15 .Cairo (RJ) 

^“0 „ London (RJ) 

13:35 Amsterdam, Frankfurt (RJ) 

21:15 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22:05 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

23:40 .Sanaa (RJ). 

23:59 ......... Damascus (RJ) 

00 JO ..Abu Dhabi (Rjj 

02:35 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

W:00 Abu Dhabi. Jakarta (add) (RJ) 
05:45 ....Marka, Aqaba [add) (RJ) 
Otha" Flights 

06:15 Istanbul (TK) 1 

06:20 — London (BA) 

08:45 — Beirut (ME) ! 

11:20 - .Cairo (MS) r 

15:00 — -Bahrain (GB 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

22:50 Tel Aviv (LY)- 

-Damascus. Paris (AFj 

02:30 - Amsterdam (KL) - 




2, 19 9 ; 


Home News 


Jordan Times, Monday, March 12, 1997 



His Majesty King Hussein distributes a diploma to an excelling female royal military police recruit (photo by 
Yousef ’Allan) 

King, Queen attend graduation ceremony 
of female royal military police recruits 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday 
;-‘^Utended the graduation ceremony of female royal military 
police recruits. The King observed shooting exercises car- 
ried out by the recruits. He later distributed diplomas to the 
graduates and awards to those excelling among them. 

King Hussein also attended hand combat exercises per- 
formed by a group of the Indonesian special forces, cur- 
rently visiting the Kingdom. 


The King, accompanied by Her Majesty Queen Noor and 
HRH Princess Aisha Bent A1 Hussein, was received by 
Commander of the Jordanian Special Forces Prince Abdul- 
lah. 

Attending the exercises were Royal family members. 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defence Abdul SaJara 
Majali, Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh. and senior 
armed forces and police officers. 


Chaine des Rotisseurs Higher Council 
bestows gold medal upon the Queen 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Presi- 
dent of International Rela- 
tions of the Chaine des 
Rotisseurs Thierry Terrier 
Sunday presented Her 
Majesty Queen Noor with 
the gold medal of the 
CRameVTEgh.CT .Council 
for her' “activism in envi- 
ronmental protection, in 
^ promoting awareness and 
\ in initiating community 
action for the preservation 
of Jordan’s natural her- 
itage," a Royal Court state- 
ment said. 

Mr. Terrier described the 
main aim of the Chaine des 
Rotisseurs as ‘"protecting, 
enhancing and defending 
the virtue of quality — be it 
of cooking, products or 
human relations." 

He stated that “quality is 
only provided when both 
nature and people are 
respected,” adding that the 
Queen and her work 
“embody all of these quali- 
ties,” according to the state- 
ment 

The Queen and Mr. Terri- 
er also discussed plans for 
next year's regional confer- 
ence in Jordan, where peo- 
..^e from around the world 
Vill come to celebrate the 
Mediterranean diet, now 
considered the healthiest in 
the world, the statement 
said. 

Queen Noor is the first 
Arab member of the Chaine 
des Rotisseurs’ Council of 
Honour which includes 
Pope John Paul JQ, Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan, Prince 
Rainier of Monaco, the late 




President of International Relations for the Chaine des Rotisseurs Thierry Terrier 
Sunday presents Her Majesty Qoeen Noor with the gold medal of the Chaine's High- 
er Council for her “activism in environmental protection, in promoting awareness 
and in initiating community action for the preservation of Jordan’s natural heritage” 
(Petra photo) 


French President Francois 
Mitterrand, former French 
President Valery Giscard 
D’Estaing, Prince Constan- 
tin and Princess Nora of 
Liechtenstein and Prince 
Henrik of Denmark. 

La Chaine des Rotisseurs, 
established in 1950, traces 
its origins to the Royal 
Guild of Rotisseurs found- 
ed in 1248 under the 
patronage of Saint Louis, 
the then king of France. 
The aim of the Guild was to 
“perpetuate standards of 
quality befitting the Royal 


Table.” Today, La Chaine 
des Rotisseurs groups gas- 
tronomes, gourmets and 
professionals from all over 
the world, the statement 
said. 

Each Chaine has six cate- 
gories of membership, 
which range from the 
"‘Chevaliers,” people with 
an interest in fine food and 
quality service to “Les 
Bailis' (Presidents of the 
Chapters) who are profes- 
sional food and beverage 
managers of exclusive 
gourmet establishments. 


Last May, the Regency 
Hotel in Amman became 
the first and only hotel in 
Jordan to be the headquar- 
ters of Jordan’s newly 
established chapter, the 
statement said. 

Attending the meeting 
with the Queen were Minis- 
ter of Tourism and Antiqui- 
ties Akel Biltaji, who is the 
g astronomical advisor of 
the Jordanian Chapter, 
President of the Jordanian 
Chapter Said Sawalha and 
Charge of the Chaine’s 
Mission Firas Sawalha. 


What’s Going On 


V. -■ LIBYAN FILM FESTIVAL 

♦"The Shrapnel" at Abdul Hameed Shoman’Fbunda- 
■Jabal Amman at 7:00 p.m. 


l-. ■ CONCERT - 

• • performance by the orchestra of the National 

Music Conservatory at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 


- . r-.. 


LECTURES 


EXHIBITIONS 

’Dravrinjjs by the students of the Nazareth School for 

Girls ar die French Cultural Centre^ Jabal Weibdeh, until 

May '12..' *. - • - 

♦Fifth Book Exhibition at the Bishop's. School, Jabal 
.Amman, until May. 15. .. . 

♦Recent drawings and sculptures by Mona Saudi enti- 
tled “Petra Tablets 71 at her residence in Abdoun (TeL 
8297GO),untilMay 15. 

*Works by. contemporaty painters from the Arab World 
at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), 
until Mav 15. ■ 


’Admen’s Participation in Political Life” (in Arabic) 
by .Dr. Najat Khalil at the American Centre, ; Abdoun ar 
frOQ^nL - 

lecture: “Performance Empires: The South Arsr 
jaWTijcense Route" by Jane Taylor at the Friends of 
Centre (Tel. 696682) at 6:30 pan. r 


: : • 

■ 77*355 ■■ ■ •- - 


of limbceiice from the World” at HamourabiAits Gallery, 

IS. 

♦Bam Hamida spring exhibition entitled “Crossing Bor- 
ders” (displaying rugs, cushions, runners, and walhang- 
ings) ai the Jordan Contractors Association’s Building, 
DeirAI Gbubar Tel. 658696), uDtil May 18. . . 

’ ^Ubogiaphs.by Salam Kaoaan ai the Orient Gallery, 
Shmdisani, (TeL 681304) : ufltil May 13. 


$13.6 m earmarked to upgrade waste water plant 
Residents nearby complain of resultant pollution, illness 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

KHIRBIT AL SAMRA — 
Jordanian and American 
officials Sunday inaugu- 
rated a $13.6 million pro- 
ject to expand and 
upgrade AJ Samra Waste 
Water Treatment Plant 
iWWTP) in order to 
improve Jordan's waste 
water infrastructure and 
increase the efficiency of 
the treatment plant. 

The plant, inaugurated 
in Khirbir AI Samra, 40 
kins northeast of Amman, 
in 1985 covers 2,000 
hectares and consists of 
32 treatment ponds, 
according to a United 
States Agency for 
International Develop- 
ment (USAID) statement. 

It treats domestic, indus- 
trial and commercial 
waste water from Amm an. 

Treated effluent from AI 
Samra flows back to the 
Zarqa river and from there 
to the King Talal reservoir 
where it mixes with rain- 
water runoff and released, 
as required, for irrigation 
in the Jordan Valley, the 
statement said. 

The project is part of the 
United States sponsored 
Improved Water 

Resources Management 
Strategic Objective 

(TWRMSO) programme in 
which the United States is 
slated to contribute S56 


Premier 

discusses 

youth 

needs, 

•. 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam ■ 
Majali Sunday visited the 
Ministry of Culture and 
Youth and participated in a 
discussion of issues of con- 
cern to sports and youth in 
Jordan. 

Dr. Majali and Minister 
of Culture and Youth 
Qasem Abu Em also cov- 
ered a number of topics 
concerning administrative 
development and the min- 
istry’s future plans. 

The premier voiced his 
appreciation of the min- 
istry’s work. 

Underlining the role of 
youth in the country’s 
development. Dr. Majali 
maintained that it is the 
youth who must spearhead 
the future development of 
the Kingdom and that their 
needs deserve due atten- 
tion. 

The meeting was attend- 
ed by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter for Services and Minis- 
ter of Administrative 
Development Abdullah 
Ensour who later joined 
Mr. Abu Ein and ministry 
department heads in a dis- 
cussion related to today’s 
youth in the Kingdom and 
their projected needs. 


million to improve overall 
management and conser- 
vation of Jordanian water 
resources. 

USAID has contributed 
S12 million in grants for 
the project to enable the 
plant to treat 170,000 
cubic metres of water 
each day to be used for 
irrigation purposes. The 
remaining sum came from 
Jordan. 

USAID Director in 
Amman Lewis W. Lucke 
described the plant as pan 
of a major U.S.- Jordanian 
programme to improve 
water resource manage- 
ment. 

The programme is also 
aimed to strengthening 
water sector institutions to 
provide waste water infra- 
structure for the Greater 
Amman and Wadi Mousa 
areas, he added. 

‘The programme is a 
short-term emergency 
activity. USAID is cur- 
rently preparing a study 
for a long-term solution to 
the AI Samra plant,” Mr. 
Lucke added. 

“The study,” he added 
“includes a waste water 
master plan and a feasibil- 
ity study for the Amman- 
Zarqa River basin area 
until the year 2025.” 

The project's inaugura- 
tion has come at a time in 
which Jordan is negotiat- 
ing with Israel to supply 
the Kingdom, faced with 


water scarcity, with 50 
million cubic metres of 
water as stipulated in the 
1994 peace treaty signed 
between the two coun- 
tries. 

Israel agreed to supply 
Jordan with 25 million 
cubic metres on annual 
bases with the remaining 
amount to be provided 
after three years. 

Upgrading AI Samra 
plant is part of the Ameri- 
can agency's programme 
to help Jordan improve 
the management of water 
resources. The construc- 
tion work was carried out 
by the U.S.-based Mor- 
gana National, Inc.. Con- 
necticut and Camp, Dress- 
er and Mckee 
International, Massachu- 
setts. Local firms have 
provided engineering and 
construction services. 

A major project which 
has been completed with 
the Warer Authority of 
Jordan (WAJ) is the emer- 
gency programme to 
upgrade AJ Samra waste 
water treatment plant. 

Meanwhile, residents of 
Al-Hashimiyeh (five kilo- 
metres from AI Samra) 
and other villages sur- 
rounding the plant have 
criticised the expansion 
process, claiming the 
plant is responsible for 
pollution in the area and 
diseases among the inhab- 


“The residents of the 
area have been suffering 
from this project since 
J985. We are suffering 
from the sewage emanat- 
ing from the flow of water 
around the plant. We are 
not asking to transfer the 
plant away from this area 
but we want to improve 
the plant’s performance 
and their methods of 
water treatment to ensure 
our safety.” Mayor of 
Hashimiyeh TouhaJmer 
Zayoud told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mayor of the village of 
Ghraisa. also near the 
plant, Mahmoud Zayoud 
described water ponds in 
the area as a source of 
“flies, mosquitoes, bad 
smells and sewage ponds 
which endanger the 
70.000 residents in the 
area. If they want to con- 
tinue the project they must 
construct a pipeline to 
transport the sewage away 
from the area." 

Representatives of these 
residents peacefully 
protested the inauguration 
ceremony and called upon 
the government to delay 
the project which, they 
allege, is “causing aller- 
gies and different dis- 
eases.” “We urge His 
Majesty the King to help 
us banish this nightmare 
which is threatening our 
lives.” Mr. Mahmoud 
concluded. 


High voltage conference opens today 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates from 12 
countries will today open an international 
conference on High Voltage Transmis- 
sion Systems at the Regency Palace 
Hotel to discuss the most recent techno- 
logical developments in high voltage 
electric power. 

*’ •"'Thfe* participants will -review ST scien- 

1 rifle 4 - research papers, prepared by 
universities and other institutions, con- 
cerning electric power and its generation 
as well as cooperation among engineers 
specialising in this field in the Arab 
World, according to Assistant Director 


General of the National Electric Power 
Company (NEPCO) Ahmad Hiyasat. 

Three international expens from Jor- 
dan. Canada and Denmark have been 
invited to address the two-day meeting 
on issues concerning high voltage trans- 
mission systems. Dr. Hiyasat confirmed. 

. . He added that the NEPCO has created a 
national committee to organise the meet- 
ing in conjunction with the Jordan Elec- 
tric Power Company (JEPCO) and oth- 
ers. 


Rural issues seminar focuses 
on sustainable development 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Social Development Mohammad 
Mamser Sunday opened an 11 -day 
regional seminar on rural develop- 
ment, calling on research centres to 
focus on sustainable development 
issues in rural regions. 

In Jordan, as in other developing 
nations, rural communities still suffer 
from stagnation, poverty, unemploy- 
ment, malnutrition and sickness 

which impede development, thereby 
necessitating efforts to raise the 

socio-economic standards of people 
in these regions. Dr. Mamser assert- 
ed. 

Organised by the regional Centre 
for Agricultural and Rural Develop- 
ment in the Near East (CARDNE), 
the seminar entitled. “training 
instructors in rural research,” is cur- 
rently being attended by 20 partici- 
pants from Jordan Iraq, Tunisia. 

Egypt, Syria and Iran. 


Dr. Mamser stated that modern 
training and development of human 
resources would positively impact 
rural communities. 

CARDNE Director Amal Sabbagh 
also addressed the opening session, 
outlining the objectives of the region- 
al seminar and announcing that a 
workshop on training instructors in 
designing small-size economic pro- 
jects for rural regions as well as two 
regional seminars on combating 
poverty are slated to be held later this 
year. 

The participants, Ms. Sabbagh stat- 
ed. will participate in field work and 
interact with rural communities in 
Jordan to become acquainted with 
such locales’ needs. 

These programmes are designed to 
help those national authorities 
responsible for the development of 
rural regions, Ms. Sabbagh 
explained. 


AI issues appeal for three women on death row 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amnesty International 
(AI) has issued an appeal on behalf 
of three women sentenced to death 
in November of last year, urging 
human rights activists to appeal to 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
members of the government to com- 
mute the sentences. 

The first two, Amira 'Salem. 25, 
and Eidah Hussein, 25, were found 
guilty by the Criminal Court of 
killing , mutilating and decapitating 
Ms. Salem’s husband Murad 
Yousef, 45, on April 10 of last year 
in his Mafraq house. 

The two were sentenced to death 
by the Criminal Court, which ruling 
was ratified by the Court of Cassa- 
tion last March. 

The human rights group appealed 
for the cessation of further execu- 
tions in Jordan and requested that 
"the new cabinet work to abolish the 
death penalty.” 

According to court transcripts, 
Ms. Salem conspired to kill her hus- 
band as ‘Tie physically abused her 


on regular basis and threatened to 
marry another woman and abandon 
her.” 

But a judicial source stated that 

Ms. Salem also killed her husband 
as he regularly brought other 
women to his house in her presence. 
“Investigations proved that the vic- 
tim had a bad reputation and would 
bring women to his house in com- 
plete disregard of his wife's feel- 
ings, a factor which was not consid- 
ered by the Court of Cassation,” the 
judicial source, requesting anonymi- 
ty, attested. 

The court said that Ms. Salem 
asked her neighbour, Ms. Hussein to 
help kill her husband, a mechanic, in 
retribution for such abuse. 

She purchased a gun three months 
prior to the murder, according to 
judicial transcripts. 

The court affirmed that the two 
women planned to deceive Mr. 
Yousef by offering him Ms. Hussein 
as a mistress, rather than his marry- 
ing another woman and he agreed. 

On the night of the murder, Ms. 
Hussein went to the couple's house 
and asked the victim to lay face 


down on the couple's bed so she 
could undress while his wife 
watched. 

“Ms. Hussein then drew a gun and 
shot him four times in the head and 
back. Subsequently, the two women 
sat, drank coffee and smoked ciga- 
rettes.” court transcripts said. 

The two women then mangled the 
man's body, placed it in plastic bags, 
burned the head and boiled it to con- 
ceal their crime, the court said. 

Also last March, the Court of Cas- 
sation upheld the death sentence of a 
third woman, Raya Musa. 

Ms. Musa. 35, was convicted of 
the premeditated murder of her 60- 
year old husband in Deir Ala' near 
Salt in January of last year. 

AI affirmed that it is urging that 
the death sentence imposed on the 
three women be commuted. 

Judicial sources have told the Jor- 
dan Times that nine people, includ- 
ing the three women, are currently 
on death row. 

Three people have been executed 
in the Kingdom since the beginning 
of the year. Ten were executed last 
year for various crimes. 
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Russian TV crew seized 
in breakaway Chechenya 


MOSCOW (R) — Armed 
gunmen have seized a Rus- 
sian television crew in the 
breakaway region of Che- 
chenya. posing a new chal- 
lenge for the separatist lead- 
ership in the run-up to talks 
with Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

An official from NTV 
commercial television said 
the crew — two men and a 
woman — were seized 
Sarurdav afternoon near the 
village of Samashki. some 
30 kilometres west of the 
regional capital Grozny. 

ll was the latest in a string 
of kidnappings in the vo- 
latile trans-Caucasus re- 
gion. where 21 months of 
war between the separatists 
and Russian soldiers left a 
legacy of bitterness and a 
region swarming with heav- 
ily armed men. 

First Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Movladi Udugov des- 
cribed the kidnappings as a 
threat to the peace process 
in the region. 

“The Chechen leadership 
takes full responsibility for 
events taking place on the 


territory of Chechenya and 
views the kidnapping of 
journalists as another mean 
and insidious challenger he 
told Ekho Moskvy radio 
station. 

“The response will be 
tough and cruel.’* 

Chechen President Aslan 
Maskhadov. elected in Jan- 
uary, had expected to meet 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin later this month for 
talks on a lasting peace set- 
tlement. 

The Chechens insist on 
independence for their terri- 
tory, while Moscow, which 
says the talks may be post- 
poned until next month, 
says Chechenya must re- 
main pan of the Russian 
Federation. 

Russian authorities, wor- 
ried by two fatal explosions 
at railway stations near the 
borders of Chechenya, fear 
the conflict could erupt 
again, and Mr. Udugov also 
expressed concern. 

“The capture of people in 
Chechenya, including jour- 
nalists, explosions at sta- 
tions...and now the seizure 


of of a news team from 
NTV before the signature of 
important political and eco- 
nomic documents are links 
in the same chain,” ITAR- 
TASS news agency quoted 
him as saying. 

Four people died and ma- 
ny more were injured in last 
month's two bomb blasts. 

Radical Chechen guerrilla 
Commander Salman Radu- 
yev has claimed responsi- 
bility for the attacks, which 
he said were due to Mos- 
cow's refusal to recognise 
Chechen independence. 

Commander Raduyev, 
Russia's most wanted man, 
told a rally in Grozny Satur- 
day that ‘forceful pressure” 
was needed for Russia to 
recognise Chechenya. 

“Until Russia has fully 
recognised Chechen inde- 
pendence, it is too early to 
lay aside our weapons,” 
Interfax News Agency quot- 
ed him as saying. 

Chechen officials said last 
Monday they had opened a 
criminal case against Com- 
mander Raduyev because of 
the blasts, but Culture Mi- 


nister Ahmad Zakayev told 
Ekho Moskvy Saturday that 
no arrest warrant had been 
issued. 

“This question has not 
even been discussed,” Mr. 
Zakayev said, describing 
previous statements on a 
warrant as “irresponsible.” 

“Salman Raduyev is a na- 
tional hero and our entire 
mutual relationship is pri- 
marily based on this." he 
saidL 

NTV said its crew had 
been returning to base with 
film of the Grozny rally of 
Raduyev 's supporters when 
they were seized. 

The kidnappers had not 
made any demands and 
NTV’s efforts to contact the 
Chechen leadership to ask 
for help had not been suc- 
cessful so far. 

Chechenya has become a 
difficult place for journal- 
ists to work and hostage 
taking is common. One 
group of reporters has 
already been held for more 
than three months, although 
other groups have been held 
and freed. 


Pakistan expels former Afghan ally 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan 
lAP) — The Pakistan gov- 
ernment has ordered Haji 
Abdul Qadir, the former 
governor of Afghanistan's 
Nangaihar province and a 
powerful commander with 
the anti-Taleban alliance, to 
leave the country. 

In an interview Saturday 
with The Associated Press. 
Mr. Qadir said he has been 
told to leave Pakistan before 
Monday. He says his expul- 
sion is an attempt to weaken 
the anti-Taleban alliance. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Pakistan 
government, but it is widely 
believed that Pakistan is a 
strong khpporter of ■ die 
Taleban. 

In recent weeks Mr. Qa- 
dir's fighters have been 
waging a ferocious battle 
against the Taleban in Af- 
ghanistan's northeastern 
Kunar province, which 
neighbours Pakistan. 

“The authorities told me I 
had to leave because of the 
trouble we were causing the 
Taleban," Mr. Qadir said. 

Mr. Qadir has had a home 
in the Pakistani frontier city 
of Peshawar since 1979 
when Soviet soldiers invad- 
ed Afghanistan. Mr. Qadir 
was a leading figure in the 
Muslim resistance that 
eventually forced the Rus- 


sians to withdraw from Af- 
ghanistan in 1989. 

When Afghanistan’s 
Communist government fell 
in 1992, Mr. Qadir took 
control of Nangarhar pro- 
vince until the Taleban 
threw him out last year. 

The Taleban espouse a 
strict interpretation of Islam 
which bans women from the 
workforce, girls form 
school and forces men to 
pray at the mosque and 
grow a beard. It also out- 
laws music, videos and 
most games. 

The Taleban has swept 
through roughly two-thirds 
of Afghanistan. The remain- 
ing one-third of the country 
is ruled by the anti-Taleban 
alliance, led by northern 
warlord Rashid Dostum and 
Kabul’s former military 
chief Ahmad Shah Mass- 
ood. 

The Taleban rulers say 
they want complete control 
of the country to impose 
their version of Islam. The 
others profess a more mod- 
erate version, but lost the 
support of many Afghans 
w hen they turned’ their guns 
on each other in a bitter bat- 
tle for power following the 
fall of the Communist gov- 
ernment in 1992. 

Now Mr. Qadir said peo- 
ple are fed up with the 


Taleban 's harsh rule. 

‘The Taleban is ruining 
our country,” he said. ‘It is 
our duty to save our home- 
land." 

However he didn’t say 
where he would go and 
whether he would continue 
his battle against the Tale- 
ban. 

Meanwhile, The presi- 
dents of Iran and Tajikistan 
and former Afghan Presi- 
dent Burhanuddm Rabbani 
appealed Saturday to die 
Taleban to negotiate a 
ceasefire. 

Ali-Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani of Iran. Emomali 
Rakhmonov of Tajikistan 
and Mr. Rabbani bad 
"judged it necessary for all 
parties (to the Afghan con- 
flict) to sit down at the ne- 
gotiating table.” Tajik Fo- 
reign Minister Tolbak Na- 
zarov told journalists. 

The three leaders called 
for “a peaceful solution to 
the crisis with the participa- 
tion of all political forces 
including the Taleban,” Mr. 
Nazarov said. 

Iran and Tajikistan, both 
of which share a border 
with Afghanistan, are con- 
cerned about the potential 
consequences for them if 
the Taleban should win a 
military victory in Afgha- 
nistan. 


Pakistan jail rioters tear-gassed 


ISLAMABAD <R) — Pa- 
kistani police fired tear gas 
and nude baton charges Sa- 
turday rn quell a jail riot ap- 
parently linked to Muslim 
sectarian violence in the 
country, the jail's chief said. 

Adiala Central Jail Super- 
intendent Abdul Sattor. quo- 
ted l>> the Associated Press 
of Pakistan (APP). said 
about 50 people, including 
policemen and prisoners, 
were injured in the clash. 

He said the riot stoned 
after about 250 prisoner* 
forced their way out of their 


barracks and beat their 
chests to mark the advent of 
the Muslim mourning 
month of Muharram. 

“Other prisoners also 
joined them and complicat- 
ed the situation.*' he said. 

Prisoners who beat their 
chests included Shiites 
arrested in a police crack- 
down against sectarian mili- 
tants. jail sources said. 
Their demonstration 
seemed to be a protest 
against the crackdown. 

Prisoners burnt down the 
record and anendence regis- 


ter of their barracks and 
threw stones at jail staff. 
Mr. Sattar said. 

Additional police were 
called in and “the police 
resorted to tear-gas shelling 
and baton charges to dis- 
perse the unruly mob.” 

Police in the central pro- 
vince of Punjab, where 
Adiala is located, have ar- 
rested hundreds of militants 
of the majority Sunni and 
the minority Shiite seas 
after a series of gun attacks 
in which several members 
of both sects were killed. 


Washington asks Pakistan 
to release U.S. drugs agent 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
The United States Sunday 
urged Pakistan to release a 
U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) agent 
seized lost month after the 
arrest of a Pakistan Air 
Force officer in New York. 

“The U.S. government 
has expressed its strong 
concerns and urged his 
release while Pakistan’s 
investigation continues,” a 
U.S. embassy statement 
said. 

The Pakistan govern- 
ment had provided “assur- 
ances’* that the agent, Ayaz 
Baluch. was being “well- 
treated” and that his case 
would be handled in ac- 
cordance with Pakistani 
law. it added. 

On Friday, unnamed 
officials quoted by The 
News daily claimed Mr. 
Baluch was involved in an 
“undercover” operation to 


“lure and trap” Pakistan 

Air Force (PAF) officers. 

Neither the Pakistan go- 
vernment nor the military' 
has so far commented on 
the report 

Islamabad had previous- 
ly said Mr. Baluch was 
arrested on “charges of 
involvement in drug traf- 
ficking and anti- state 
activities." 

A Foreign Office spokes- 
man has denied a Wa- 
shington Times report 
quoting unidentified U.S. 
officials as saying Mr. 
Baluch ’s arrest was a retal- 
iatory measure and 
amounted to “hostage-tak- 
ing.” 

Squadron Leader Farooq 
Ahmad Khan, was held in 
New York on April 14 for 
allegedly trying to sell rwo 
kilogrammes of heroin. 

Another PAF squadron 
leader, Qasim Bhatti, was 


arrested by authorities in 
Pakistan. 

The American embassy 
statement said the U.S. 
government did not view 
the arrest of the two offi- 
cers on narcotics charges 
as an “indictment” of the 
Pakistani Air Force. 

U said Islamabad and 
Washington were "in close 
communication’’ regard- 
ing the investigation and 
prosecution of the two 
officers and had “assured* 7 
each other of “full cooper- 
ation" in the matter. 

The News said Sunday 
an official protest had 
been lodged with Wa- 
shington over the manner 
in which the two PAF offi- 
cers “were trapped with 
the help of Ayaz Baluch" 
without informing the Pa- 
kistani authorities. 


South Asian 
nations settle 
festering 
dispute 

MALE, Maldives (R) — 
Seven South Asian nations 
have patched over a dis- 
agreement that had threat- 
ened to divide the fledgling 
economic bloc into two 
groups led by .arch-foes 
India and Pakistan, diplo- 
mats said Sunday. 

Foreign ministers of die 
seven-nation South Asian 
Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARQ re- 
solved the dispute over 
regional sub-groupings 
ahead of a meeting in the 
Maldives of the bloc's 
heads of government set to 
start Monday. 

The dispute arose in April 
when India and three smal- 
ler neighbours — Bangla- 
desh, Bhutan and Nepal — 
agreed to set up a smaller 
group to cooperate in wa- 
ter-sharing. the environ- 
ment, transport and trade. 

Pakistan, and to a lesser 
extent Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives, objected, saying 
the growth quadrangle su£ 
group was at odds with the 
spirit of the 12-year-old 
SAARC, which wants to 
set up a regional free trade 
area by 2005. 

Islamabad saw the growth 
quadrangle as an attempt by 
its bigger neighbour India 
to isolate Pakistan. 

“Pakistan at this point in 
time is extremely appre- 
hensive that it will be left 
out, partly because you will 
find the formation of non- 
SAARC groupings emerg- 
ing," said Samina Ahmad, 
a research analyst at Isla- 
mabad-based Institute of 
Regional Studies. 

“This is being looked 
here as an attempt to sub- 
vert SAARC.” 

But India said the four 
nations in the sub-regional 
group shared problems, 
particularly in the areas of 
water resources and trans- 
port, which could be add- 
ressed by special projects. 

The festering dispute had 
threatened to sour the ninth 
SAARC summit 

But diplomats said 
SAARC foreign ministers 
agreed at the weekend that 
member countries could 
cooperate in smaller groups 
provided the agreements 
applied to specific projects 
and did not undermine 
SAARC. 

“It has been agreed that 
under the SAARC charter, 
some member countries 
can cooperate with each 
other but remaining within 
the SAARC,” a senior 
Pakistani diplomat said. 

“Bilateral or even quadri- 
lateral projects don't weak- 
en SAARC, provided they 
are specific projects.” an 
Indian diplomat said. 

SAARC was launched in 
1985 in Dhaka with the 
goal of accelerating econo- 
mic growth in die region, 
which has 1.2 billion peo- 
ple, over 500 million of 
whom live in poverty. 




Japan’s Prime Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto inspects the battered ceiling of the recep- 
tion room where rebels were playing soccer as Peruvian troops exploded oat of tun- 
nels to free the hostages at the Japanese ambassador’s residence on April 22. Mr. 
Hashimoto is on a 20-hour visit to Pern to thank President Alberto Fujimori for 
resolving the hostage crisis and to offer condolences for the victims killed in the 
storming of the residence (Reuter photo) 

Japanese prime minister thanks 
Peru for ‘admirable’ siege end 

Two police helicopters tracked the 
Japanese leader’s every move and police 
snipers watched his entry to government 
palace from nearby roofs and a neighbour- 
ing church belfry. 

After his meeting with Mr. Fujimori, Mr. 
Hashimoto visited the burned-out shell of 
Tokyo’s once -elegant diplomatic residence. 
The prime minister stepped gingerly 
through the foul-smelling, charred mansion, 
whose black walls and ceilings were riddled 
with bullet marks, a Reuters photographer 
accompanying Mr. Hashimoto said. 

The prime minister then sedately strolled 
through the dry. untended gardens beneath a 
now dirty white marquee and passed by the 
still upturned tables and battered Christmas 
tree used to decorate the ambassador's ill- 
fated lavish cocktail part}'. 

Earlier. Mr. Hashimoto visited in his hos- 
pital bed Peru’s star hostage in rite crisis. 
Foreign Minister Francisco Tudela, who 
was operated on for a bullet wound in his 
ankle. The minister apologised to Mr. 
Hashimoto for not wearing a suit, according 
to a Japanese diplomatic statement. 

The former rebels’ prize captive took 
advantage of the media’s attention on Mr. 
Hashimoto’s visit to the military hospital to 
slip our of a side-door with Ids wife and 
return home for the first time in four 
months. 

Mr. Hashimoto also used his one-day trip 
to decorate the Peruvian troops who took 
part in the rescue raid and placed flowers on 
the graves of the hostage and commandos 
who died in last month’s assault. 

Initial acclaim for the explosive raid, 
launched during a rebel soccer game from 
tunnels dug under the mansion, quickly 
waned following reports that troops execut- 
ed at least two rebels during the attack. 

But Me. Fujimori’s decision to attack 
freed Mr. Hashimoto from an apparently 
no-win situation where he tried to balance 
Japan's deep-seated pacificism with the 
public's growing demand for tougher crisis 
management from its governments. 

Mr. Hashimoto’s support has surged in the 
polls after his crisis debut due to his per- 
ceived reliable leadership. But Mr. 
Fujimori, who has built his reputation on 
strong-arm tactics against Peru's guerrillas, 
has fallen back dramatically in the popular- 
ity ratings after an initial surge following 
the rescue. 


LIMA (R) — Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto met Peru's President 
Alberto Fujimori Saturday and formally 
thanked him for an “admirable” hostage 
rescue that ended a 126-day standoff with 
rebels at his ambassdor's home. 

Mr. Hashimoto told reporters the crisis 
strengthened ties between the two nations 
and emphasised the international communi- 
ty’s determination not to give in to terror- 
ism. 

“I expressed my high regard and deep 
thanks to President Fujimori for concluding 
the rescue operation admirably. I am con- 
vinced that the ties between Japan and Peru 
have been strengthened through this inci- 
dent,” Mr. Hashimoto said after his hour- 
long meeting at government palace. 

At their fourth meeting in less than a year, 
Mr. Hashimoto also invired Me Fujimori ro 
visit Japan “as soon as possible. 7 ' 

Mr. Hashimoto said he regretted that three 
Peruvians — a former hostage and two 
commandos — died in fee militapr’s April 
22 rescue raid that freed 71 captives from 
14 rebels who had stormed a reception in 
honour of Japan’s Emperor Akihito. 

Mr. Fujimori called fee three dead men 
“Peru's new heroes.” but also said he was 
sorry the young, jungle-trained Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) 
rebels died in fee assault. 

Mr. Hashimoto has said he regretted Lima 
did not warn him of fee lightning strike that 
was technically on Japanese territory. But 
Mr. Fujimori, the son of Japanese immi- 
grants, said that throughout fee siege fee 
prime minister showed full confidence in 
Peru and this encouraged him at fee deci- 
sive moment he ordered the attack. 

Both governments now say the crisis 
cemented their ties. But during fee four- 
month siege relations were often strained as 
Mr. Hashimoto persistently called on Mr. 
Fujimori to curb his hawkish tendencies 
and pressed for a negotiated solution. 

While Tokyo accepted it shared responsi- 
bility for the weak security at fee ambas- 
sador’s home, it also faulted Peru for failing 
to gather intelligence information that 
might have prevented the rebels* attack. 

Determined to avoid fee son of lapse feat 
allowed fee rebels to take over fee fortified 
diplomatic compound, Peru provided Me 
Hashimoto during his one-day trip wife fee 
tightest security seen in Lima for years. 


Trade and drug-trafficking 
dominate Caribbean summit 


BRIDGETOWN, Barbados 
(R) — The United States 
and 15 Caribbean nations 
agreed Saturday to boost 
trade and fight narcotics but 

their one-day summit yield- 
ed few tangible results and 
no solution to a slippery 
banana exports dispute. 

The summit, fee first held 
in fee Caribbean to include 
a U.S. president, seemed 
designed as much to reas- 
sure fee region of the 
United States’ continued 
interest as to make progress 
on the agenda, which cov- 
ered trade, law enforcement 
and migration. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. 13 of fee 14 members 
of the Caribbean communi- 
ty (CARICOM) feat hosted 
the summit, and two associ- 
ate members — fee Do- 
minican Republic and Haiti 
— signed a 30-page docu- 
ment pledging to work on 
fee issues, but offering few 
hard commitments. 

On his final stop after a 
five-day tour of Latin Ame- 
rica, Mr. Clinton noted he 
had proposed legislation to 


fee U.S. Congress in Feb- 
ruary seeking to boost trade 
in the region by expanding 
fee Caribbean Basin Initia- 
tive (CBI)- 

The CBI enhancement 
would provide S2 billion 
over five years to lower tar- 
iffs to the area but would 
fall short of the Caribbean 
desire for parity with fee 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement lin kin g Canada. 
Mexico and fee United 
States. 

Mr. Clinton, a Democrat, 
admitted feat helping the 
Caribbean via the CBI de- 
pended on the agreement of 
the Republican-held Cong- 
ress. but said he hoped this 
would be possible. 

“1 think feat everyone 
understands, and I made it 
clear in our meeting, feat all 
I could do was ask fee 
Congress for support,” Mr. 
Clinton told a news confer- 
ence after fee meeting. 

The importance of trade to 
fee region was underlined 
by the dispute over bananas 
resulting from a World 
Trade Organisation decision 
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Albanian m 
parties work: 
to meet poU 
deadline 

TIRANA (R) — Albania's 
main political parties met 
European election experts 
Sunday to try to ferashlmt 
a new electoral law before 
the Monday deadline they 
agreed in a joint political 
contract. 

The six-point contract, 
brokered by European en- 
voy Franz Vranitzky and 
signed by the 10 main par- 
ties last Friday, commits 
them to a final decision by 
Monday on the law laying 
out fee form of fee vote. 

The deal, which Mr. Vra- 
nitzky called a break- 
through, is meant to put 
back on track the early 
elections agreed to halt Al- 
bania’s drift to anarchy last 
March, when widespread 
riots erupted after the col- 
lapse of Pyramid savings 
schemes. 

“They have all seen that 
if they want to go on with 
fee stabilisation of their 
country and in a positive 
economic way which needs 
very substantial help from 
fee world, they will have 
follow the contract," Euro® 
pean Ambassador Herbert 
Grubmayr told Reuters 
Sunday. 

“If someone tries to jump 
off fee boar, it will have ve- . 
ry negative consequences." 
said Mr. Grubmayr. the 
ambassador of fee Organi- 
sation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE). 

Me Grubmayr said his 
election experts were meet- 
ing separately with the 
main parties to draw up a 
compromise election law 
feat will incorporate a mix 
of proportional representa- 
tion and simple majority 
voting. 

A dispute over the bal- 
ance of fee two systems 
between President Sali 
Berisha’s Democratic Party 
and the rest of fee nine- 
party government of natio/ 
nal reconciliation had 
threatened to scupper fee 
election. 

The Democrats had want- 
ed most of fee seats to be 
chosen by majority, as in 
fee last general elections in 
May 1996 when they won 
122 of the 140 seats in par- 
liament International ob- 
servers said that vote was 
flawed and the opposition 
Socialists pulled out late on 
polling day. 

The rest of fee govern- 
ment wants more seats to 
be chosen by proportional 
representation to allow fee 
smaller parties a voice in 
parliament 

Interim Prime Minister 
Bashkim Fino, who left Sa- 
turday for an official visit 
to the United States, 
expected back in time for 
fee adoption of the new law 1 
by parliament and Presi- 
dent Berisha’s decree or- 
dering fee election. 

Mr. Berisha will have to 
issue fee decree by Thurs- 
day. May 15, in order for 
the election to go ahead on 
June 29 as envisaged. Un- 
der Albanian law, the pres- 
ident must call an election 
at least 45 days before vot- 
ing takes place. 

The other main s tumbling 
block to the election pro- 
cess is the so-called Salva- 
tion Committees, citizens' 
groups set up in southern 
Albania after fee riots to 
restore order. 

Mr. Berisha’s Democrats 
say they are the armed 
wing of fee Socialist P;__ 
but the Socialists deny th, 
have anything to do wi 
them. 

The groups themselves 
say their only political role 
is to press for the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Berisha, who 
they blame for fee collapse . 
of the Pyramid schemes, | 
and the return of fee funds 
to investors. Southern resi- * 
dents say the influence of* 
fee committees is on fee;! 
wane. 

The political contract^ 
stipulates that the commit- -> 
tees must be dissolved 46 L 
days before fee election is "3 
jeld — next Wednesday,! 
May 14 if fee vote is to be’! 
kept on track. 

The contract does 

make clear who will „ 

if fee committees have dis- 
solved. 


against a European licens- 
ing system giving prefer- 
ences to firms that distribute 
and market bananas. 

The United States claimed 
that the licensing system 
took business away from 
U.S. marketing and distrib- 
ution companies and gave it 
to European firms. 

Caribbean nations fear 
feat as a result of the WTO 
decision — which pertains 
only to fee marketing and 
distribution of the fruit, nor 

to where it is produced 

they may lose duty-free 
access for their bananas to 
the European Union (EU). 

”Not surprisingly, we 
spent some time on fee 
issue of bananas," Jamaican 
Prime Minister PJ. Patter- 
son told fee news confer- 
ence. “For many of our 
countries, bananas is to us 
what cars are to Detroit." 

Mr. Clinton sought to 
reassure them on this point, 
saying feat the United 
States does not object to the 
duty-free access and that he 
would raise fee issue wife 
fcu leaders later in May. 
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A truckload of Zairean soldiers drive down a highway leading into Kinshasa from the east. President Mobutu Sese 
Seko returned to Zaire Saturday after attending a summit of African leaders in Gabon (Reuter photo) 


8,000 ask for amnesty in S. Africa 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — Al- 
most 8,000 people applied 
to the Truth and Reconci- 
liation Commission (TRC) 
in South Africa for amnesty 
v for political crimes commit- 
v- ted during the apartheid era, 
before the deadline for app- 
lications expired at mid- 
night Saturday. 

“'It has been a heavy bur- 
den,'* said Mary' Burton, a 
member of the TRC. at the 
end of a day on which more 
than 1,000 last-minute app- 
lications were received. 

All day TRC offices were 
deluged with visitors and 
calls" on fax and telephone 
hotlines. Mokotedi Mpshe. 
who is responsible for TRC 
investigations in Cape 
Town region said the num- 
ber of amnesty' applicants 
was “much more than I ex- 
pected.” 

Former secret police 
chief. Colonel Eugene De 
Kock was among those who 
waited until the last minute 
to put in his application; His 
lawyer arrived Saturday 
evening at TRC offices in 
'J Johannesburg. Col. De 
Kock was sentenced last 
year to several life terms for 
his actions under the apar- 
theid regime. 

Amnesty' will be granted 
to all those who confess to 
human rights abuses and 
political crimes committed 
between 1960 and 1994 and 


who can prove that they 
were ideologically motivat- 
ed. Those who have failed 
to apply, face penal or civil 
charges. 

Since the TRC was set up 
last year, 39 amnesties have 
been granted and 7S8 
requests rejected. 

The ruling African Nati- 
onal Congress (ANC) 
which has taken collective 
responsibility for violence 
committed as pan of its 
campaign to end apartheid 
has submitted the highest 
number of applications of 
all the political parries, the 
TRC said. 

The National Party which 
ruled from 1948 to 1994 
opted instead for individual 
responsibility. Only two 
former ministers have come 
forward; Adriaan Vlok for- 
merly responsible for law 
and order and Piet Koom- 
hof. former “Bantu affairs” 
minister. 

The Zulu Inkacha Free- 
dom Party' has. stayed aloof 
from the amnesty proceed- 
ings. Its leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi said Saturday that 
there was “no reason” for 
him to seek an amnesty. He 
has criticised the TRC as 
being biased in favour of 
the ANC. 

ANC leaders who have 
applied for amnesty are De- 
puty President Thabo Mbe- 
ki, who led the anti-apar- 


theid struggle from exile. 
Defence Minister Joe Mo- 
dise. Transport Minister 
Mac Maharaj and Mpuma- 
langa provincial Premier 
Mathews Phosa. 

ANC spokesman Ronnie 
Mamoepa said Saturday the 
party had appealed to all its 
cadres involved in the anti- 
apartheid struggle to seek 
amnesty where necessary. 

Commission Chairman 
Archbishop Desmond Turn 
Friday expressed concern at 
the dearth of applications 
from Inkatha which since 
1987 has been engaged in a 
bloody power struggle with 
the ANC in Kwazulu-Naral. 

“They are missing out on 
a wonderful opportunity of 
bringing down the curtain 
on a horrendous period of 
our history," Arch. Turn 
said. 

Commission officials also 
said only a handful of for- 
mer South African soldiers 
had taken up the offer of an 
amnesty. 

Former defence minister, 
in the apartheid era, Mag- 
nus Malan, said this week 
that he knew of no military 
operation which could be 
interpreted as a political 
crime. 

Secret raids against ANC 
bases outside South Africa's 
borders were carried out 
under state authority, he 
said. 
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Europeans meet over defence 


PARIS (R) — Foreign 
and defence ministers 
from 28 European coun- 
tries meet in Paris 
Monday to examine ways 
of taking on a greater role 
in the security of their 
own continent. 

The meeting, under the 
auspices of the Western 
European Union (WEU), 
will examine detailed 
proposals of how Euro- 
pean nations could use 
U.S. equipment, current- 
ly attached to NATO, for 
European-only opera- 
tions. 

That issue — how to 
have a separate Euro- 
pean defence identity 
from Washington while 
still enjoying its support 
— goes to the heart of the 
debate over future Euro- 
pean security. 

“We cannot remain 
dependent on the U.S. 
lead for any and all mili- 
tary operations,” WEU 
Secretary-General Jose 
Cutileiro told reporters 
last week. 

Mr. Cutileiro said the 
WEU — designated since 
1991 as the European Un- 
ion's defence arm — 
must develop an opera- 
tional capability to allow' 
Europe to act with one 
voice on security issues. 

He criticised “coalitions 
of the willing,” when a 
group of countries simply 
decide to act together on 
a bilateral basis as some 
are currently doing in 
-Albania and on the bor- 
der with Zaire, as under- 
mining a collective Euro- 
pean alternative. 

''Such coalitions, based 
as they are on the special 
interests of its members, 
erode the principle of 
European solidarity on 
which the process of 


European integration 
must be based,” he 
added. 

Britain and France, the 
only two European Union 
members with armies 
capable of mounting sub- 
stantial long-term “out or 
theatre” operations, have 
recently moved much 
closer to each other on 
defence issues. 

France, pushed by its 
experiences in the Gulf 
War and Bosnia and the 
spiralling cost of defence 
equipment, has dropped 
ideas of trying to create a 
separate European de- 
fence role around the 
WEU. 

Britain, a staunch advo- 
cate of the trans-Atlantic 
link, has never looked 
favourably on any inde- 
pendent European initia- 
tives, arguing the U.S. 
and its allies can only be 
effective — as in Bosnia 
— when they work 
together. 

Under a complicated 
formula known as Com- 
bined Joint Task Forces 
(CJTFS), the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) has agreed 
to loan its equipment to 
the WEU for European- 
only operations. 

In return for Washin- 
gton's backing for the 
creation of a real Euro- 
pean security identity 
within the U.S. -dominat- 
ed Atlantic alliance, 
France has said it will re- 
turn to the military wing 
of the alliance it quit in 
1966. 

Many problems remain 
to be sorted out — most 
notably the degree of con- 
trol NATO countries 
would have over so-called 
“assets” loaned to the 


“Much of this debate is 
theoretical at the mo- 
ment, no-one thinks the 
WEU would undertake 
anything except the most 
limited type of opera- 
tions, but it is potentially 
very important for the 
future,” said one NATO 
official. 

The 10 current WEU 
members — Britain, 
France, Italy, Belgium, 
Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Denmark and 
Greece — are all also 
members of NATO. 

The other 18 states par- 
ticipating in the Parte 
meeting, including for- 
mer neutrals and coun- 
tries from former Com- 
munist Europe are linked 
through partnership and 
association accords. 

French officials have 
been telling journalists 
that, since Jan. 1 when 
France's six-month WEU 
presidency began, agree- 
ments have been made 
“in principle” for the 
transfer of NATO assets 
to the WEU when needed. 

But when pressed, the 
officials acknowledged no 
specifics have been laid 
down and there is a wall 
of resistance from the 
Pentagon which wants to 
keep min ute-to-m mute 

control over American 
equipment, its deploy- 
ment and use. 

But the issue still hangs 
on such obvious hurdles 
as Washington’s likely 
reluctance to place U.S. 
transport aircraft or heli- 
copter crews in combat 
zones, especially under 
foreign command, should 
the White House and 
Congress want to steer 
clear of fighting there. 


WEU. 


U.K.’s Hague 
pledges ■ 
Conservative 
revamp 

LONDON (R) — William 
Hague, fresh-faced fron- 
trunner in the battle to be 
Britain’s new Conservative 
leader, Sunday pledged to 
revamp the demoralised 
party after its crushing 
election defeat. 

“We must, be prepared to 
change anything and 
everything except our core 
principles,” said the 36- 
year-old former Welsh sec- 
retary who made tight of 
his relative youth as he has 
been a party activist since 
his teenage years. 

Mr. Hague, arguing that 
he had more experience in 
government than Labour's 
new Prime Minister Tbny 
Blair, told BBC Television: 
“If you are good enough, 
you are old enough.” 

But the Conservatives, 
hit by a string of scandals 
and bitterly divided over 
Britain's role in Europe, 
face five gruelling years in 
opposition after suffering 
their worst election defeat 
since JS32. 

Opinion pollsters and 
bookmakers both make 
Mr. Hague favourite in the 
six-horse race to replace 
John Major, who an- 
nounced his decision to 
step down after his crush- 
ing election defeat on May 
1. 

Mr. Hague, like his fel- 
low contender, former In- 
terior Minister Michael 
Howard, opposed Britain 
joining a single European 
currency. 

Whoever wins the lead- 
ership battle later this sum- 
mer needs above all to heal 
party wounds and both Mr. 
Howard and Mr. Hague ag- 
reed the shell-shocked par- 
ty bad some tough lessons 
to learn after its drubbing. 

"We suffered a great de- 
feat 10 days ago. The peo- 
ple are our masters and 
they have spoken. We must 
set about the task of re- 
building with a sense of 
humility." Mr. Howard told 
BBC interviewer Sir David 
FrosL 

While the Conservatives 
rebuild their shattered mo- 
rale. Labour has fulfilled 
its promise to “land run- 
ning” with a political revo- 
lution both at home and 
abroad - 

New Finance Minister 
Gordon Brown won plau- 
dits from financial markets 
when giving the Bank of 
England the power in fu- 
ture to fix interest rates. 

Next in line is what is 
being billed as the most ra- 
dical welfare budget in 
Britain of the past 50 years. 

Mr. Brown has pledged 
to bring in a windfall tax 
on the privatised utility 
companies to finance back- 
to-work projects for the 
young and long-time un- 
employed. 

Interviewed by the Ob- 
server newspaper, Mr. 
Brown said he had instruc- 
ted treasury officials to 
stan a fundamental review 
of pbblic spending. He is 
also keen to encourage 
higher investment and 
more long-term share own- 
ership. 


Zaire moves a small step 
forward; rebels do likewise 



Archbishop Laurent Pasinya Mousengwo speaks at a 
news conference Sunday in Brussels during a stopover 
on his way back to Kinshasa from the Vatican where he 
attended a conference. Arch. Monsengwo, who was 
voted Saturday as speaker of the transitional parlia- 
ment in Zaire, said he would accept the post provided 
certain conditions were met (Reuter phoro) 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Zaire moved a tentative step 
closer to peace Sunday as 
President Mobutu Sese Se- 
ko and rebel chief Laurent 
Kabila agreed to meet again 
and parliament chose a 
speaker who may serve as 
interim head of state. 

However, doubt surround- 
ed Archbishop Lament 
Monsengwo’s willingness 
to take up the job of speak- 
er, from which we was oust- 
ed two years ago by an un- 
holy alliance of Mobutu 
supporters and opposition 
radicals. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Brussels, Arch. Monseng- 
wo, who is archbishop of 
the northeastern city of Ki- 
sangani, said he was still 
undecided since being elec- 
ted by deputies in a vote 
Saturday. 

He linked his acceptance 
of the speaker's position to 
a package of national and 
international guarantees, as 
well as approval from the 
Vatican and the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church in Zaire. 

The archbishop cannot 
afford to stall for long, how- 
ever. The agreement to meet 
again in Congo Wednesday 
for South African-brokered 
peace talks buys just a few 
more days’ grace for Kin- 
shasa. with Mr. Kabila’s re- 
bels now claiming to be 
within 60 kilometres. 

A Western analyst in 
Kinshasa said Mr. Kabila's 
forces would likely press on 
for a few days and stop 
menacingly before the capi- 
tal. 

“Firstly, he is going to 
want to consolidate his 
strength after the fighting 
for Kenge, which he did not 
expect, and (secondly) he 
will wait for toe results of 
his meeting (with Mobu- 
tu) ” he said. 

The rebels have captured 
at least two-thirds of toe 


vast, resource-rich and 
strategic Central African 
country since launching 
their offensive to topple Mr. 
Mobutu. 

But they ran into Fierce 
government resistance at 
Kenge, 200 kilometres east 
of the capital, and reported- 
ly suffered heavy losses. 

The rebels want Mr. 
Mobutu to resign and trans- 
fer power immediately to 
Mr. Kabila’s rebel Alliance 
of Democratic Forces for 
toe Liberation of Congo- 
Zaire, ruling out toe neces- 
sity for Arch. Monsengwo’s 
interim stewardship. 

The archbishop, who 


enjoys enormous populari- 
ty. said Sunday he would 
return shortly to Kinshasa 
and announce his decision 
then. 

Mr. Mobutu returned 
Saturday to Kinshasa from 
a regional summit in Libre- 
ville where he met South 
African Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki and agreed to 
meet Mr. Kabila Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Mbeki had earlier 
won Mr. Kabila’s assent for 
the face-to-face meeting on 
a South African naval ship, 
the second time toe two 
leaders will have met after 
inconclusive talks on May 


4. 

The deputy president said 
he expected toe encounter 
to conclude running negoti- 
ations on a peaceful transi- 
tion of power. 

“There might be questions 
of details that might have to 
be attended afterward. But 
the principal questions 
about the transition, about 
toe place of President Mo- 
butu, those major questions, 
we believe, need to be re- 
solved by Wednesday.” Mr. 
Mbeki told reporters in Li- 
breville. 

At the Libreville summit, 
the ailing Mobutu, 66, ack- 
nowledged that the end of 
his 32-year reign was in 
sight by agreeing not to 
stand in new presidential 
elections. 

Meanwhile, the U.N. refu- 
gee agency said it was ex- 
pecting to transport 600 
Rwandan Hutu refugees 
from south of Kisangani to 
Rwanda. A train carrying 
humanitarian aid arrived at 
“Kilometre 82," south of 
the city, Saturday and 
would return with the refu- 
gees, it said. 

It was the First time in 
three weeks that rebels had 
authorised a train to travel 
so far south of the eastern 
city. 

Various U.N. and non-go- 
vernmental organisations 
had representatives on the 
train, which was canying 
46 tonnes of aid: 26 tonnes 
of food and 20 tonnes of 
non-food aid such as plastic 
tarps and jenycans. 

The U.N. refugee agency 
had expected to find severe- 
ly ill refugees at Kilometre 
82, but a member of toe 
team reported in a brief 
phone call after its arrival 
that the situation was “less 
bad” than expected, accord- 
ing to the organisation's 
spokesman in Kisangani, 
Peter Kessler. 


French centre-right widens lead, left hones attack 


PARIS (R) — Socialist lea- 
der Lionel Jospin escalated 
-his campaign rhetoric Sa- 
turday as a new poll showed 
France’s governing centre- 
right widening its lead over 
the left just two weeks be- 
fore a snap parliamentary 
election. 

The IFOP poll for toe 
weekly Le Journal Du Di- 
manche found the current 
majority growing in 
strength over toe leftist op- 
position. and gave it a sig- 
nificantly larger share of 
seats in the parliament than 
a similar poll conducted a 
week earlier. 

The gains capped a week 
of unease for the centre- 
right over earlier polls sho- 
wing toe left growing stron- 
ger and a growing chorus of 
majority voices attacking 
conservative Prime Minis- 
ter Alain Juppe for lacklus- 
tre campaign leadership. 

The two-round poll is set 
for May 25 and June 1. 

Mr. Jospin stepped u p his 
attacks on toe majority a 
day after Mr. Juppe, leader 
of toe Gaullist RPR Party, 
said he hoped to steer the 
campaign debate towards 


unemployment and other 
key voter concerns and 
away from mud-slinging. 

“The balance sheet of our 
adversaries is bad, their 
plans are virtually non-exis- 
tent, but they are content to 
criticise our ideas. They are 
behaving like the opposi- 
tion to toe opposition.” Mr. 
Jospin said in Nailloux. 
southwestern France. 

“If this election took place 
today, based on the popular- 
ity of the government and its 
current leader, there would 
be no doubt of the out- 
come/' Mr. Jospin told a So- 
cialist rally. “The question is 
whether the French people 
want a new majority.” 

Mr. Juppe had said he 
wanted toe campaign “to 
change tone.” 

“Over the past two weeks 
it has largely consisted of 
personal attacks and parti- 
san jibes. The time for such 
behaviour is over,” Mr. 
Juppe told France 3 Tele- 
vision. 

The latest poll was partic- 
ularly welcome news for 
toe centre-right as it fol- 
lowed closely on the heels 
of Gaullist President 


Jacques Chirac's first for- 
mal appeal to support toe 
centre-right and reject the 
Socialist alternative. 

In an opinion article in 
regional newspapers, Mr. 
Chirac said his government 
had had to "wipe the slate 
clean” after years of Socia- 
list misrule and urged vot- 
ers to give him the “politi- 
cal stability indispensable 
for effective action.” 

Curiously, however, the 
poll found that just 40 per 
cent of voters were pleased 
by Mr. Chirac’s campaign 
role, compared to 43 per 
cent unhappy over his per- 
formance and 17 per cent 
with no opinion. 

Mr. Chirac sent shock 
waves through French poli- 
tics when he decided last 
month to dissolve parlia- 
ment and hold an election 
nine months early despite a 
huge majority in the Natio- 
nal Assembly. 

His gamble was begin- 
ning to look foolish as toe 
left, rising in the polls, pain- 
ted toe move as a bid for a 
“blank cheque” for five 
more years of uninterrupted 
power and more govern- 


ment austerity in a drive to 
help France qualify for Eu- 
ropean Monetary Union. 

On Saturday evening, 
however, a beaming Chirac 
went to Paris' Parc Des 
Princes Stadium to watch 
the French Cup Final. 

Millions of French voters 
looked on via live television 
as Mr. Chirac shook hands 
with both teams in front of a 
wildly cheering crowd. 

Hoping to smooth over a 
widening rift with the Com- 
munists, whose votes would 
be needed for the left to win 
though they differ on Euro- 
pean Monetary Union. Mr. 
Jospin said Communist can- 
didates were “competitors" 
but not “adversaries" in the 
campaign. 

“For the time being, let's 
focus on toe first round of 
the election," he added. 

Communist leader Robert 
Hue tried to raise toe stakes 
od the Socialists, saying a 
leftist govemmment should 
pledge to create 1.5 million 
new jobs in two years. The 
Socialists have promised to 
create 700.000 new jobs to 
combat France's record 12.8 
per cent unemployment. 


China dons kid gloves as H. Kong handover nears 


HONG KONG (R) — He 
was stiff and formal. A 
script rested on the table in 
front of him, taking the 
spontaneity out of toe event. 

But China’s President 
Jiang Zemin nevertheless 
took a step that his prede- 
cessors would have found 
unthinkable: he faced toe 
unblinking eye of a Western 
television camera for an 
interview beamed around 
toe world. 

Mr. Jiang's appearance on 
Cable News Network 
(CNN) Friday, and his soo- 
thing comments on Hong 
Kong, highlighted a soften- 
ing in China's approach 
toward toe territory it will 
soon reclaim. 

As the clock ticks down 
on more than 150 years of 
British colonial rule, China 
is stepping up the battle for 
the Jiearts and minds of the 
6.4 million Hong Kong res- 
idents who will once again 
become Chinese subjects on 
July 1. 

Mr. Jiang told CNN that 
even he. toe most powerful 


man in China, would not be 
above Hong Kong law 
when he set foot in Hong 
Kong. 

Fears over the rule of law 
in Hong Kong have been 
stoked by the establishment 
of a China-backed provi- 
sional legislature to replace 
the present elected body and 
plans to water down civil 
rights in toe territory. 

But China has stopped its 
vilification of Chris Patten, 
the 28th and last British go- 
vernor of Hong Kong who 
introduced democratic re- 
forms vehemently opposed 
by China and which trig- 
gered China's moves to re- 
place the current legislature. 

Once denounced as a “po- 
litical prostitute” and a "cri- 
minal for 10,000 years", the 
verdict on Mr. Patten was 
revised last week by Chi- 
na’s hardline envoy to Hong 
Kong. 

Zhou Nan, sent to Hong 
Kong in 1989 after his pre- 
decessor defected to the 
United States following the 
bloody suppression of stu- 


dent-led demonstrators in 
Beijing, told Hong Kong 
journalists last week that Mr. 
Patten was not to blame for 
the Sino-British row over his 
democratic reforms. 

It was London's misguid- 
ed policy, not Mr. Patten, 
that was to blame, said Mr. 
Zhou — ihe director of the 
Xinhua news agency which 
serves as China's de facto 
diplomatic mission in Hong 
Kong. 

Another Chinese olive 
branch was extended wheD 
the leaders of colonial trad- 
ing giant Jardine Matbeson, 
once labelled toe' "black 
sheep of business," were 
welcomed in Beijing last 
week. 

Mr. Jardine has long been 
China's whipping boy. Its 
19th centuiy roots as an 
opium trader were bound up 
in the British seizure of 
Hong Kong from a weak 
China in 1841. 

With toe ink on toe 1984 
Sino-British handover trea- 
ty' barely diy, Jardine be- 
came the first company to 


shift its domicile out of 
Hong Kong. 

Virtually every other ma- 
jor Hong Kong-listed com- 
pany, including major Chi- 
nese-run firms, has fol- 
lowed suit and relocated 
their legal domiciles to Ber- 
muda, the Cayman Islands 
and other tax havens. 

But Mr. Jardine *s expres- 
sion of unease over the han- 
dover rankled with Beijing 
and its subsequent delisting 
from the Hong Kong stock 
market was seen as another 
insult. 

So were comments by a 
senior company executive 
expressing support for Mr. 
Patten’s democracy re- 
forms. 

Beijing retaliated by blo- 
cking a lucrative container 
terminal contract awarded 
by the government to Jar- 
dine, triggering concerns 
about politicisation and cro- 
nyism creeping into Hong 
Kong's relatively level busi- 
ness playing field. 
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Priority for education 

TO STATE that education is the basis upon 
which the progress of any nation depends is to 
state the obvious. Examples of nations, past and 
present, which education changed their for- 
tunes and destinies abound. In recent history 
the experiences of Japan, Taiwan, Malaysia, 
Thailand, to name only a few, are the best proof 
that, unless education systems continue to be 
vibrant, receptive and open to change, nation- 
al progress vrill continue to elude all those who 
yearn for it 

Here in Jordan we have recognised the impor- 
tance of reforming and invigorating all educa- 
tion systems since the seventies. His Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan waste no opportunity to remind 
our governments of this noble task. Numerous 
studies have been conducted on reforming both 
basic and higher education. The problem so far 
seems to be two-fold: One is financial and the 
other bureaucratic. The financial problem is, of 
course, the most important one. 

The state caters for an army of school and 
university students which exceeds 1.2 million. 
In a study early this decade it was announced 
that basic edncation for one student costs the 
state budget JD121. This compares with $5,000 
in Sweden, for example. The comparison is not 
fair; but neither Is the state of affairs promis- 
ing. If we really are sincere in our effort we are 
obligated to take strategic decisions by which 
funds must be transferred from non-produc- 
tive sectors to that of education. 

On the bureaucratic level we continue to hear 
much about reform but see very little of it, 
especially in the area of curriculum develop- 
ment The complaints that we have been wit- 
nessing about rote education, about lack of cre- 
ative thinking, to give only two examples, are 
still with us. Heavy ideological teaching at a 
very tender age is still the norm at school. Art, 
music, basic motor skills, basic thinking and 
reasoning skills are almost entirely absent 
from the schools. Even private schools are 
allowed only little leeway in the instruction of 
their students. 

Furthermore, the educational system lacks a 
clear vision of its aims and objectives and fails 
to prod students to think and reason or to arm 
them with the required skills that meet the 
needs of the labour market. 

What is really needed at this stage is the 
fusion of a new blood into the ranks of leading 
educationalists and the involvement of experts 
from specialised international organisations 
and developed countries in the effort to mod- 
ernise our educational system. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i demanded that the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) put on trial all Arabs who 
sell their land to Israel is? and apply capital punishment 
in their case. Selling of Arab land to Israel is a treason 
committed against the whole Palestinian nation and the 
future generations, said Fakhri Kawar. who said that 
quite a good number of people have already sold land 
and houses to middlemen who, in tum, transferred 
ownership to Jews. A statement by Freih Abu Medin. 
the Palestine minister of justice, that those who sell 
land and other real estate to the Israelis will be put on 
trial is a welcome decision though it came late because 
a great deal of land has been sold in the past three years, 
since the conclusion of the Oslo deal between Israel 
and the Palestinian leadership, said the writer. 
However, he said, the PNA should not accept the pre- 
text of some landowners, including a member of the 
PNA. who claim that they have sold lands to Arabs and 
not the Jews, and should ascertain that the land does not 
foil in the hands of Israelis. The writer demanded that 
not only middle men who buy Arab lands in order to 
sell them to Israelis be put on trial but also land owners 
who sell the lands knowing that they will eventually 
find their way to the Jews. 

A WRITER for A1 Aswaq daily discussed the question 
of artesian wells which, he said, are too many and tend 
to further drain the underground water resources in 
Jordan. Ahmad Dabbas said that under the previous 
government administrations, many influential people 
succeeded in getting licences for drilling wells and 
siphoning off water to irrigate their own lands, satisfy- 
ing their own interests only and not caring for the 
national interest, at a rime when the country lacks the 
minimum water requirements for the public’s different 
needs. The writer said many instances of corruption and 
abuse of public position have been committed in the 
past and many practices by irresponsible people and 
abuse of the land and the acquifers were condoned by 
previous administrations. Now that the minister of 
water and irrigation has announced that strict measures 
will be applied against the violators of the regulations 
concerning water use, the public is looking forward to 
seeing some action taken to put matters right, he said. 
By pillaging the underground water resources, these 
irresponsible people have deprived the nation of one of 
its most basic components for survival, said the writer 
who demanded that no matter how influential these 
people are, they all ought to be held accountable for 
their actions. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Strategy to enhance social productivity 


THE STRATEGY for enhancing social productivity and 
alleviating the impact of poverty in Jordan has finally been 
completed. The fact that a strategy is presently in place is 
heart warming to those who monitor the growth and devel- 
opment of Jordan. However, championing the cause of the 
poor is a big responsibility and the plan will require the 
integrated input of all Jordanians and their friends for an 
extended period of time. Unfortunately, there are no quick, 
permanent solutions. 

Poverty in Jordan is a problem: however, it is not a prob- 
lem that has to stay, especially since some of the indicators 
are positive and show possible solutions to what had 
seemed as terminal illnesses in the past For example, the 
size of the household decreased from 7.2 people in 1989 to 
6.6 in 1995. The trend is that this number will go down as 
industrialisation takes a stronger hold on the economy and 
birth control becomes more prevalent. 

On the other hand, the abject poverty line which stood at 
JD 40.5 per person in 1989 increased to JD 67.0 in 1995. 
The percentage of households below the abject poverty line 
increased from 1.5 percent in 1989 to 8.9 percent in 1995. 
Over one fifth of the population lives below the absolute 
poverty line. Something has to be done, and it has to be 
done fast. 

The government strategy addresses the poverty allevia- 
tion first, while providing expeditions remedies and with- 
out ignoring the causes of poverty and lack of social pro- 
ductivity. On the immediate horizon, financial subsidies are 
provided to the poor, the environment of poor neighbour- 
hoods is to be improved, small-scale labour-intensive pro- 
jects are created and strengthened, and on-the-job training 
is subsidised to bring more Jordanians into the labour force, 
especially in the low or intermediate skill job market — the 
latter is complemented by the recent changes in the labour 
law that limit the entry of foreign labour into several pro- 


fessions in the country. 

In the long run. health care, education, information tech- 
nology. infrastructure and management are all to be 
enhanced and expanded. The saying, *Tf it is broke, do not 
fix iiT is not at work here; what is at work, is; If it is not 
broken improve it." Value added is the magical word — as 
it should be — behind all development efforts. 

Furthermore, behind this whole strategy an information 
system there must be a first-class information system, that 
delineates the flow of information, to ensure the lack of 
duplication and waste. The ability to facilitate the flow of 
information among the various groups and parts of the 
overall programme is as important as finding the necessary 
.financing or creating the good will needed to drive this pro- 
ject. 

Most importantly, it should be in concord with the eco- 
nomic reform programme in order for both strategies to 
complement each other. For example, a strategy for 
addressing social productivity must be consistent with the 
strategy for enhancing the competitiveness of Jordan and 
the economic reform programme, which aim at rectifying 
the several distortions that plagued the market system in the 
past. In addition, the privatisation drive need not slow down 
or regress. On the contrary, it should be speedily imple- 
mented to create jobs in the liberalised sectors as monopor 
lists are replaced by competitors. 

Furthermore, the monetary stabilisation programme must 
go hand in hand with all of the above. Otherwise, a weak- 
ened dinar would trigger price increases, balance of pay- 
ments deficits and destroy the real balances of the nation. 

In short, all the strategies must work together to bring 
about greater social productivity. Better still, the diffusion 
of information at all levels will be the key to imparting the 
benefits of the programme to the greatest number of people 
and to those who need it the most. 


India-Pakistan turning corner 
towards peace, democracy 


By G wynne Dyer 

THE GOOD news that was 
not quite heard in April was 
the sound of gears changing 
as one of the most important 
regions in the world turned a 
corner towards peace and 
democracy. Both in India and 
in Pakistan (which together 
have as many people as 
China), the political system 
went through its most impor- 
tant test in years. And in both, 
it came out much strength- 
ened. 

That was not how the India 
governmental crisis was 
viewed when it first erupted 
on March 30. When 
Congress Party leader 
Sitaram Kesri withdrew his 
support from the governing 
coalition and forced Prime 
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda’s 
resignation, the “Indian 
Express" editorial writer, 
together with much of the 
rest of the Indian media, went 
into apocalyptic mode. 

“Nobody, not even Sitaran 
Kesri's quartet of doting 
Pomeranians, would take his 
self-serving indictment of 
Gowda... seriously,” the 
paper fulminated. “The time 
and manner in which it has 
been done... is shocking, and 
would further strengthen the 
anti-politician and, sadly, 
ever anti-system mood, in a 
country held to ransom by 
politicians bankrupt of ideas 
or ideology.” 

India bas been a democracy 
for fifty years, but for roost of 
them it was effectively a one- 
party democracy dominated 
by the Congress Party that 
led the country to indepen- 
dence. In recent years, as 
India shifted towards a gen- 
uine multi -party political sys- 
tem and simultaneously start- 
ed opening up its heavily reg- 
ulated economy, there have 
been unprecedented strains. 
What the post month showed 
is that the system can with- 
stand the strains. 

Last year’s election 
brought what seemed the 
worst possible outcome. The 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), deeply 
hostile to Pakistan and to 
India's own large Muslim 
minority, come first, though 
falling far short of a majority. 
Congress, to the shock of its 
leaders, came second. The 
largest block of seats went to 
13 smaller groupings ranging 
from free-marketers and 
regional parties to commu- 
nists, who called themselves 
the United Front. 

But it all worked out fine. 
The BJP was invited to form 
a government as law and cus- 
tom dictated, despite the 
repugnance its policies stir in 
most other political quarters. 

It then promptly lost a non- 
confidence vote and quit, 
again in strict compliance 
with the law. Whereupon the 
smaller parties were invited 
to form the govemmenL 
Under the leadership of 
Deve Gowda, a politician 
from the southern state of 


Karnataka with no previous 
national experience, the 
United Front took power. 
Congress, though still smart- 
ing from its loss of power, 
agreed to support it from out- 
side. giving it enough votes 
to govern. And govern it did, 
with considerable success 
and to almost eveiybody's 
surprise, for ten months. 

The 1997-98 budget 
pushed India's economic 
reforms to a new level of 
seriousness. Foreign Minister 
Inder Kumar GujraJ got talks 
going again with Pakistan 
after a long interval of sullen 
non-communication between 
the two nuclear-armed neigh- 
bours. In fact, it was all going 
so well that Congress felt 
obliged to pull the plug. 

Welcome to the petty ambi- 
tions and major indignities of 
coalition politics. The 
Italians have been surviving 
this sort of thing for fifty 
years, but Indians are less 
used to it. and many feared a 
collapse of the whole system. 

Not at all. After 25 days of 
"crisis." the United Front was 
back in office, with only a 
different prime minister (for- 
mer foreign minister I.K. 
Gujral) as a sop to Congress's 
pride. Even the cabinet has 
exactly the same people in it 
Both the reforms, and the 
attempts to achieve reconcili- 
ation with Pakistan, continue. 

“Small crisis, not many 
hurt.” It is hard to turn all this 
into punchy headlines for a 
foreign audience, but we 
have just seen a key turning 
point in India's emergence, 
not just in rhetoric but in fact, 
as the world's largest democ- 
racy. Which would be enough 
glad tidings for one month 
even without the happy news 
from Pakistan: Nawaz 

Sharif s first act as prime 
minister, on April 1, was to 
repeal the eighth amendment 
to the constitution. 

Pakistan has been ruled by 
generals for half of its 50- 
year history. The end of mar- 
tial law in 1985 was accom- 
panied by a law demanded by 
the then-military ruler. 
President Zia A1 Haq, giving 
(he president power to dis- 
miss the prime minister and 
dissolve parliament virtually 
at will. 

Zia is long gone now, but 
the law lingered on, blighting 
Pakistan's fledgling democ- 
racy. The last four elected 
prime ministers were all dis- 
missed by the president ( gen- 
erally a crony of the generals) 
before the end of their terms. 
Indeed, it was the dismissal 
of Benazir Bhutto last 
November that precipitated 
early elections in Pakistan 
and brought Nawaz Sharif to 
power. 

Yet almosL the first thing 
Sharif did was to push a vote 
through Pakistan's parlia- 
ment repealing tin? amend- 
ment. By last week he had 
even taken the step of order- 
ing Pakistan *5 navy chief. 
Admiral Mansurui Haque, to 
resign after allegations of 


corruption. 

These seem small things, 
but they are actually big 
things: From now on, 

Pakistan's soldiers will have 
to act more openly if they do 
not like the government the 
civilians elect. Pakistan is not 
a perfect democracy, but it is 
moving out of the fledgling 
stage. 

There is even reason to 
hope that India and Pakistan 
may now move beyond the 
armed confrontation, punctu- 
ated by occasional wars, that 
has dominated their relation- 
ship for the past half-century. 

Both Sharif and Gujral say 
they want to end the con- 
frontation: Gujral is publicly" 
committed to opening up the 
India-Pakistan bonder for 
trade. They also have the 


unusual tie of having grown 
up in the same city. (Gujral 
was bora in Lahore, now in 
Pakistan, and fled at the age 
of 20 when British India was 
partitioned in 1947). 

“History and time should 
have made it clear to both 
countries that the best option 
for us is to live in peace and 
harmony,” Gujral said recent- 
ly. “Our armies have charged 
a very heavy tax on both of 
us.” 

The two prime minister 
meet for the first time at the 
South Asian summit in the 
Maldives on May 12, at 
which point they will have to 
start putting some meaning 
into these fine words. But at 
least they are using the right 
words, and domestically they 
are doing the right things. 


LETTERS 


Precious people, 
‘cheap ’ water 

To the Editor: 

MY WIFE and I have travelled for three weeks through- 
out Jordan. After travelling for 2,000 km, we would like 
to communicate our impressions. 

The great hospitality and the readiness to help — which 
your beloved king expects of his people — have 
impressed us deeply. We accepted many spontaneous invi- 
tations, thus having the opportunity to get to know the 
country and its inhabitants better. 

To all the people who have helped us in any way we 
would like to express our gratitude through this letter. 

But we would also like to mention some critical impres- 
sions. 

First, we noticed the careless handling of water. We 
were told thai in 1955, the annual available per capita 
amount of water was approximately 1,300 cubic metres, 
whereas in 1990, it was only 460. That is why we do not 
understand why, for example, a hotel and a golf course 
had to be built in the Azraq desert. The Azraq oasis exists 
only by name; the trees disappeared, birds and wild ani- 
mals are not to be seen, the ostriches are in locked enclo- 
sures. like in a zoo. and foreigners have to pay a high 
admission fee for a non-existent reservation. 

At the Dead Sea hotel, the water from the beach show- 
ers flows unused in to the sand, although it could be used 
to water the green areas. 

New hotels along the Dead Sea will need more water. 
But if water is wasted like it is today, they will become 
ruins in about ten years. Why is he old technique of wafer 
harvesting not used? Or even part-time irrigation, instead 
of full-time irrigation? 

The unequal distribution of precious water is a danger- 
ous time bomb. Many see tbe water problem as the only 
thinkable reason for a possible conflict with IsraeL It is 
certainly an annoyance that Israel takes — since 1967 — 
up to 40 per cent of its drinking water out of immense 
underground deposits west of Jordan. 

We do not understand the handling of bread either. In the 
restaurants, huge amounts of bread are served, unrequest- 
ed, to the mezze or muqabalat, similarly, for breakfast, 
huge amounts, that cannot be eaten in tills quantity, ore 
served- We have seen many leftover bread on rubbish 
dumps, on roadsides, at picnic places and elsewhere. Why 
did the people demonstrate against the increase of the 
bread prices if bread is valued so little? 

Nevertheless. I would like to finish the account of our 
journey on a positive note. 

Jordan is a tolerant country. In Salt and Amman, as I am 
sure elsewhere, mosques and churches stand close togeth- 
er. The freedom of religion is another thing to be praised 
in the Kingdom. 

Prof. Gunter Beger, 
The School of Arts, 
Bremen, 
Germany 


Human Rights File 


Russia’s day in court 
— candid and open 


By Waleed Sadi 

THE RUSSIAN 

Federation's report to 
the Committee on 

Economic. Social arid 
Cultural Rights was 
given centre stage by the 
IS members of the com- 
mittee during its current 
session. The Rnssian 
delegation admitted that 
the country went 

through many social and 
economic upheavals as a 
result of the rapid trans- 
formation of the state- 
run economy into mar- 
ket economy. 

Judging from the sub- 
missions of the Russian 
representatives who pre- 
sented their country's 
report the post- 
Communist era wit- 
nessed seismic changes 
whose fallouts continue 
to reverberate across the 
vast federation. 

Instead of the sophisti- 
cated market economy 
that the West has been 
used to, the Russian 
style was more of a 19th 
century laissez-faire 
type. The immediate 
results were the eradica- 
tion of the middle class, 
very high unemploy- 
ment rate, corruption, 
crime, prostitution and 
drug-related problems 
on a scale that no other 
Western country has 
ever seen. 

A sample of the mush- 
rooming crises that 
Russia now faces is the 
chronic non-payment of 
wages. The 

International 
Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions supplied 
the committee with an 
updated report on that 
issue that highlighted, 
inter alia, the following: 
98,400 enterprises have 
been reported for non- 
payment of wages: 
workers in Volgrad have 
been paid in bras and 
shoes for three whole 
years; workers at the 
Textile Company in 
Ivanova have been paid 
in bed sheets; at the 
Moskvich Automobile 
Factory, workers have 
been paid in spare parts. 
Other information con- 
firms that one of four 
Russian workers, in 
other words nearly 20 
million people, are still 
waiting for their 
salaries. No wonder the 
Russian delegation was 
mercilessly bombarded 
with questions about the 
ill state of the Russian 
economy and the 
increasing number of 
human rights violations 
which ensued. 

Other non-govern- 
mental organisations 
have also submitted evi- 
dence that Russia flouts 
every principle of inter- 
national norms regard- 
ing the eco-system and 
environmental issues. 

Vast areas, in addition 
to several rivers, are 
dangerously contami- 
nated although much of 
the problem is the lega- 
cy of the old Communist 
regime. 

Moreover, Western oil 
companies exploring for 
new sources of oil in the 
north of the country 
have been found to vio- 
late the most elementary 
objectives of a balanced 
environmental policy 
that so many countries 

now take for granted, at 
the expense of indige- 
nous people who rely on 
fanning and hunting for 
their livelihood. 

As much as I was able 
to tell, there appears to 
be a breakdown in law 
and order in the country 
across the board; taxes 
are not being collected, 
crime, especially oigan- 
ised crime, is on the 
increase — all in the 
name of a market econo- 
my on which much hope 
is being pinned for pro- 
pelling the country into 
the club of industrialised 
nations. 

The big question that 
was put to the Russian 
delegation was whether 
the Russian people were 
ever consulted on the 
dramatic structural 


reforms that were intro- 
duced in the wake of the 
collapse of the Soviet 
order. The answer was 
repeatedly answered in 
the affirmative, and* the 
plebiscite of 1993, that 
the people approved by 
a majority of 53 per 
cent was often cited as 
clear evidence of where 
the Russian sentiment 
lies. . . 

The election of 
President Boris Yeltsin 
in 1990 and his reelec- 
tion in 1997 were also 
refered to as valid tests 
of public opinion on the 
issue of socio-economic 
reforms which accom- 
panied the political lib- 
eralisations policies that 
the new Russian leader- 
ship introduced. 

To their credit, the 
Russian team members 
were more than candid 
in admitting the numer- 
ous shortcomings in 
their country's reform 
policies. Above all. 
there was a clear recog- 
nition of the socio-eco- 
nomic upheavals that 
ensued. 

They also admitted 
that the middle class 
was nearly wiped out in 
the process while unem- 
ployment was cited as a 
price that the people 
have had to pay dunng 
the transition period. 
Above all, the delega- 
tion made clear that the 
covenant’s provisions 
are justifiable in Russian 
courts in the sense that 
individuals can invoke 
them when they seek 
remedies from the state 
or the private sector. 

In this sense, the 
Russians seem to go 
beyond what many 
countries are willing to 
do, by giving due 
respect to the ideals of 
the covenant, even 
though the country still 
has great difficulties in 
meeting its obligations 
under it. 

What must have saved 
the day for Moscow was 
its declared position that 
it needs the counsel of 
the committee on how 
and where to rectify the 
existing conditions. The 
committee has never 
before seen such an 
open-minded posture 
from any government. 

The Russian delega- 
tion was adamant 
regarding the country's 
course, saying that it is 
irreversible and there is 
no turning back even 
though the transition 
period is painful. The 
current problems are 
being atteaded to, the 
delegation assured us. 

The main issue for the 
committee is the admis- 
sion, by a superpower- 
that the terms and objec- 
tives of the Covenant on 
Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights are 
binding on it. This is a 
big feat for the commit- 
tee which tries hard to 
impress upon state par- 
ties to the covenant that 
its provisions are bind- 
ing and that maximum 
efforts need to be exert- 
ed to have them translat- 
ed into deeds. 

As a matter of fact, 
Russia may have gone 
overboard with its mar- 
ket economy course and 
needs fast adjustments, 
on par with those which 
exist in practically all 
the Western countries. 
There is no more room 
for the 19th century type 
of laissez-faire economy 
ic policies. This much 
Russia needs to take 
note of by providing for 
a social safety net for 
the unemployed, 

reestablishing roots for a 
middle class, improving 
working conditions 
where safety level has 
reached an all-time low 
level. 

Environmental con- 
cerns need to be 
addressed as well. I 
think the Russian team 
understood well the con- 
cerns of the committee 
and will forward them, 
in due course, to their 
authorities. 
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Ensour denies plans... 


(Continued from page 1) 
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and, they now- need to 

maintain it.” Mr. Basha 

said* s '<■ - 
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ous shortage Of so-called 
free float in -the market, 
seen byemergjng funds 
as a major hindrance to 
investment. ... ... 

Three stocks alone 
Arab Bank 

<ARBK.AM>, Islamic 
Bank <JOIBAM> and 


The' 
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Crown Prince calls for linkin g vocational... 


J; C^ntinu.ed frpmpage 1) 


'.&i^^fimstex of Education 
afid: ; v Higher Education 

MwSierjMasri and Mhuster 
of " Social ’ Devdcq)ment 
M ohamm ad Mams er. 

After ttie, meeting, Fence 
Hassan visited tbe Um 
Enjasa sdrool at Ain A1 
Basha- where he met with 
students; .and had lunch to 
pomting'cHjtrSial Solid educa- 

ticm startS at early stages 
through modem educational 
systems.* 

Earlier. Prmce 'Hassan met 
foe preadents of private 
uniyi^sities 'fold gave appre- 
ciation to foe achievements 
of foie ptivate -education sec- 
. tor m Jordan, bat stressed foe 
need for contained . developr 

meat, to face challenges cn> 
ated .byt n^£e£6ndmic anti 


i “These* t deyehiments and 
major changes have imposed 
on us. major; ; challenges 
Tequiring from nis drastic 
^changes in foe higher educa- 
tioua] process^-: foat it can 
jield (Ximpeimr rand quali- 
fied manpower ? capable of 
handling chdlenges,” Prince 
Hassan said at foe meeting 
attended by. Prime 

>foiistcr for jEteVelopment 


Affairs and Minister of State 
for Prime 4 Ministry AfEairs 
Jawad Anam.' 

He said higher education 
should serve as a starting 
point towards achieving 
social, economic and human 
resource development rather 
than increasing socio-eco- 
nomic problems through 
flooding the "labour market 
with thousands of unemploy- 
able or unskilled graduates. 

The Crowii Prince pointed 
out tie importance of qualita- 
tive moderation of graduates 
from private universities... 
asserting foe importance of 
quantitative modernisation of 
education because h is inte- 
gral to ffie removal of obsta- 
cles, foe- development of eco- 
nomical relations between 
developing countries and the 
globahslfoonfffocess. 

KBs Royal Highness assert- 
ed the importance of provid- 
ing legal, criteria to regulate 
all ' universities—, ’ and 
stressed foat self commit- 
ment and. moral awareness 
have more basis than actual 
rides and regulations. 

He alsp said That every pri- 
vate or State university is 
obligated to offer its students 
the best it has. And on that 
basis, KBs Royal Highness 


said that there should be stan- 
dards and regulations to 
obligate establishments to the 
promises they make towards 
their students. 

Therefore, foe Crown 
Prince pointed out foe impor- 
tance of cooperation between 
state and private run 
universities within a unified 
framework to further the 
national path pf develop- 
ment. 

. " From this /His Royal High- 
ness emphasised the impor- 
tance of standards and regu- 
lations for accrediting 
universities... saying that par- 
liament was currently draft- 
ing foe formation of an inde- 
pendent entity to assume this 
responsibility. 

Ho said each university, 
private or state-owned, 
should live up to its credibil- 
ity in dealing with its stu- 
dents by providing them with 
the best tr ainin g, and for this 
to be achieved, there should 
be certain standards. 

Prince Hassan called for 
closer cooperation between 
private and stare-owned 
higher educational institu- 
tions with regard to curricula. 

He said “profitability 
should not be at the expense 
of academic standards and 


universities should give due 
attention to scientific 
research and training.*' 

His Royal Highness also 
urged private universities to 
build bridges of cooperation 
with productive industries 
that will verily seek their ■ser- 
vices in the future if they are 
competent enough. He 
stressed 'that Jordanian and 
Arab societies need more 
qualified and talented people 
instead of a torrent of univer- 
sity certificate holders. 

He stressed the need for 
“legal criteria” to be binding 
for all universities and 
emphasised foe need for 
these universities to commit 
themselves to applying these 
criteria. The Regent said that 

there should be representa- 
tion of private universities 
within the Council of Higher 
Education. 

During foe meeting, presi- 
dents of private universities 
pledged themselves to offer- 
ing qualitative education so 
as to provide foe labour mar- 
ket with elements that will 
farther national develop- 
ment They also emphasised 
the importance of viewing 
private universities on equal 
terms to stare universities, 
especially in relation to foe 
way foey are accredited; foe 
incorporation of private 
universities within the forma- 


tion of educational strategies 
and programmes. 

During his visit to Ain A1 
Basha Vocational Training 
Centre, Prince Hassan under- 
lined the importance of voca- 
tional training, pointing out 
the role which the Vocational 
Training Corporation should 
play in training and rehabili- 
tating workers for Jordanian 
industries. 

He said graduates of voca- 
tional centres should be able 
to cater to foe needs of foe 
labour market and so con- 
tribute to the country's over- 
all development 

Prince Hassan called for 
transforming Jordan into an 
industrial centre for foe Arab 
world benefiting from tbe 
country's qualified and effi- 
cient workers, and their capa- 
bilities. Prince Hassan also 
stressed that foe individual 
constitutes die main target of 
the reform process, which 
should make him feel appre- 
ciated. adding that adminis- 
trative reform is linked with 
the concept of enhancing foe 
sense of belonging. 

The meeting was attended 
by Deputy Prime Minister for 
Services and Minister of 
Administrative Development 
Abdullah Ensour, Minister of 
Trade, Industry and Supply 
Ham Mulki and other minis- 
ters and officials. 
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Iran quake... 
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( Continued from page 1) 


news agency IRKA as say- 
ing four C-l 30; Hercules 
aircraft loaded- with 80 
tonnes of basic goods and 
other aid were ready to fly 
to the quake zorife' and four 
helicopters alsofoad been 


Vfi 'ir’Trf _ . 

.. r: /WBWfc* 

Iran’s reh^ ageneies we0C- 
“ready ;to.T ft^iv : e_ assB-' 
tande frOmhjoreafontnes ; 

that would a^szst?- 

fo& t earthquake 
the Tadio smfo = i. 

Tfiej^adic^ _ 

chaiged’affairCsiu Tehran 

lrad oxpre$^ 4 >foi^ coujjt 


140 rescue teams had been Some - .^fteEihocks 




sent by helicopters to foe 
devastated area outside the 
towns ofQaen'atid Biijand 
to look for survi^ore. :; 

Another 350 teams were 


Shook Cjaeri ^d-Btejaad-jh, j 


. on their -way fiorn- otheii 

PW S;?™. ann *.; ".Tie guato; S,j6m . 
— — • were gouu&ir in to- 
)Oft blankels,- tents 


Units 


arid - food to foe quake-" 
stricken : area, am agricul- 
tural region kngWnfQrits 

saffixin production, 

Tehran Radio f reported 
varied numbers of people 
injured in. the qpke. On' 
Saturday it put the number 
at 40,000 while dia Sunday^ 
it put it at XO.IXK^ 

<^en ? s g< 
region was 
tors, blood, :=tejqj|5, . food, 
ambulances, hei^ earih- 
moving 6qiap^kf . and 
devices u^ -_i^pcatm : g 
survivors 


Mashhaa^-^h^ 

tidh Of ihi'two 
fj&ti lbme&y : noffowest ' 
of -jflfe 1 

ajUrl 

foerfont Wert ihaide 

homeless by foe ..quake, 
wMchrWas fclt across four 


- ■« v -- prOYin^Sjjiirif a (fity 800 . 
rma his kilometres aWay^-. V ..1 


_Jhe;st4ckm less 

densely popt^tedl than a = 
region near foe - C^spuan 
Sea whfotfi35j000 people : 


^pealed for intStiaticteal 
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cel a .15 per cent tax tin 
companies raisihg. ; capital: 
by transferring coital from 
reserves. *t_ * 

The Housing Bank" 
<THBKAM>, which' ;has 
announced plans' to double 
its capital to 50 mhlion 
dinar s : was ' Sunday's 
busiest share, risipg 0.01 
dinars to 4.75 j dinars ' in 


' trade wpittiSfip^XX) dinars.- 
But some brokere said the 


0-71 percent 

. ; “Arab Bank shqujd^ve 
" "b^ -.’affected more^fsaid 
Nasser Al-Amad/ head /of 
United ; Tm^cial ^^v'est- 
‘^Two V{; d t'-\ three 
were 
fm _. laws to 
OTfoTunefoey; 
got less' arid less; mtefest- 

- i ", ;• v--'W , ; f i - 'l.r • i : .; 

. He^ said fo^/^ares rpay 
get iJ ^i extra May ■ 

IZ whe n th eT aws-ffli&du e to ^ 
published in Jordans - 


ment_ 
mOnfhs ago 
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' long delay in approwng foe 
-^sonomic -refonns had 
“ Taken some orfoe- sparide. 
' bufof foem.- ■ 
->.---Arab - Bank 

r <ARB1CAM>. y which had 
-.-promised to issue, bonus 
-shares once foe reforms 
. 5 were passed, rose just 0.50 
; ^dinars to 256 dinars 



the - "45 best--perf orining 
shares informs of turnover;. - 
and financial performance 

points, ' stifl M72 pet -cent 1 
do wi from foe' st^t of .foe; 
year.' ' ,.-''.>'; : ' /; ■ 
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of its relaunching as a full: 
fledged commercial bank as of May 97 extending all commercial banking : 
. services as the rest of local , Arab and international banks . 

; Whatever your banking needs are , the Housing Bank has foe ability and the 

expedience to accommodate them , whether private 
or commercial banking . 

commftineiit to serve customers will enable us to introduce 
new and advanced commercial banking services in Jordan arid 

around the world . 
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1995 X^tican /s^n dd - <m 
Lebanon 


wan 

^^Scgoday’s service in a naval 
bp^ close to Martyrs' Square 
^ - jnghlig hr of the gru- 

the first papal trip 
./SiteMiddleEast since 1964 
-Vi^^-fulfilment of a long- 
fdCthe Pope. 

J- ^Beltelebjrat^ foe mass with 
silver chalice 
a cathedral 
id duimg foe war and 
rearing’ “embroidered 
goldefiratin made by 


which the ’ 


^;foe::d^a^ure j 

forces —-: isfoes at foe ix^ of,, 

foepblitic^^ri^h^ - 
On SatuTd^’ .foe jpaotifif 
rignedfoe scpbsmUc exhorta-;, 
tion of tire synod, tait full /- 
details wetenot disdosed- 
Aftff: foe inass - tire- Pope, 
was flown to foe Maromte. 

/pattiaebate. iq;;a ySfege in a 
rhristran hearfl^pd' north of * 
Beirut to meet/Oafoblic der-^ 
gymen before rhrading to . 
Beirut aiport for his return : 
flight to Rome. : " ■ 
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Arabs create two new 
funds to finance reforms 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Males announced Sun- 
da} the creation of two new 
funds with a combined 
paid-up capital of $900 mil- 
ium to finance private 
enterprises and economic 
reforms in the region. 

The Kuwaiti-based .Arab 
Fund for Economic and 
Social Development 
i AFESD). one of the 
biggest development insti- 
tutions in the re at oil. will 
finance the first fund's cap- 
ital of S5i H.) million. 

The $41 K) million for the 
second lacilitv will come 
from the Abu Dhabi-based 
Arab Monetary Fund 
1 AMF 1 . a regional IMF- 
slyic iiiNiitmion. 

The ti nance tninisiers and 
the central hank governors 
of the 2 2- member Arab 
League announced the two 
projects at the end of their 
annual talks in ihe United 
Arab Emirates (UAEt. 
where they discussed eco- 
nomic performance in their 
ciuiitirics and the l^b 
activities of their main 
development organisations. 

The S5HII million fund, to 
be based at AFESD. will 
concent rale on financing 
private sector projects 
while the AMF unit will 
lund reforms. 

"Such programmes com- 
plement the existing devel- 
opment funds in the Arab 
World and constitute a 
strong biKist to economic 
activity." the UAE minister 
of Male for financial and 
industrial at fairs. Moham- 
mad Kharba.sh. told 
reporters at the end of ihe 


ministers' conference. 

AFESD is already the 
biggest regional tinancer of 
development projects in 
member states, providing 
more than S5 billion in 
loans. 

The AMF. which has 
extended more than S2.3 
billion, has been engaged in 
efforts to encourage reform 
in the Arab World' to tackle 
economic problems, 

including budget deficits, 
inflation, unemployment 
and debt. 

The AMF is also the main 
subscriber to a $500 million 
fund set up by the .Arab 
League eight years ago to 
finance Bagging inter- .Arab 
rrude. 

AMF and AFESD offi- 
cials said they had been 
asked by the Arab finance 
ministers to start working 
on those two projects to 
launch them this year. 

Another fund with a capi- 
tal of 550 million was also 
announced by the Khar- 
toum-based Arab Bank for 
Economic Development in 
Africa, one of the five key 
institutions that participated 
in the UAE conference. 

Its operations will cover 
financing trade between 
Arab countries and African 
countries. 

The annual conference 
opened here Saturday with 
j call to Arab countries to 
implement major structural 
economic reforms to 
increase the efficiency of 
their economies. 

“The level of growth of 
Arab countries is modest 
compared to other countries 


on the development path. 
They must make more 
efforts to improve their 
economies.” said Bahraini 
Finance Minister Ibrahim 
Abdul Karim, opening the 
meeting. 

"We have to implement 
reforms so our economies 
can become more competi- 
tive. We have to develop 
Arab financial markets so 
they can mobilise funds and 
channel them towards pro- 
ductive sectors and we have 
to allow the free flow of 
capital between the capitals 
of Arab countries." he 
added. 

The theme of reform was 
echoed by Lhe finance and 
industry minister of the 
UAE . Sheikh Hamdan Ben 
Rushed A I Maktum. w ho 
said Arab countries were 
already implementing some 
measures to put their 
economies in order, but that 
"liberalisation needed to be 
speeded up." 

According to a report by 
the Saudi National Com- 
mercial Bank (NCBl. the 
budget deficit of Arab 
countries in 1995 was 
521.4 billion. 

Most Arab countries have 
started the process of 
reforming their economies 
in recent years by initiating 
privatisation and liberalisa- 
tion programmes. 

According to official fig- 
ures. five Arab financial 
institutions handed out 
S1.23 billion of loans to 
Arab Leauue members in 
1996. 


Pakistan announces reforms 
to develop capital market 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan has unveiled 
reforms to develop a capital 
market, waiving lax on for- 
eign investment in govern- 
ment securities and corporate 
fixed income instruments. 

The measures, announced 
by Finance Minister Sartaj 


.Aziz, included a three-year 
extension of the capital gains 
tax exemption which was 
due to expire in June 1998. 
and removing the tax on 
bonus shares and the 
turnover tax on shares. 

Mr. .Aziz said measures 
requiring administrative 
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action would be implement- 
ed in the coming days, and 
those needing amendments 
to the income lax and other, 
laws would come into force 
from July. 

He said tax exemption for 
foreign investment in gov- 
ernment and corporate secu- 
rities would create a con- 
ducive environment as for- 
eigners investing in Pakistani 
rupee-denominated instru- 
ments were exposed to risk. 

The package allows invest- 
ment by non-bank financial 
institutions in listed debt 
securities. 

It permits foreign banks 
operating in Pakistan to 
invest in corporate fixed 
income securities without 
any restriction if such securi- 
ties do not provide for con- 
version option. 


u.s. 

regains 
rank 
among 
leading aid 
donors 


PARIS (R) — The United 
Slates recovered its rank 
among the leading donors 
of non-military aid last 
year after climbing back 
from fourth place in 1995, 
a top U.S. aid official has 
said. 

“The United States and 
Japan wil] be No. 1 and 2. 
and we don't know’ in what 
order.” Brian Atwood, 
administrator of the U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development, said at a 
briefing. 

He was encouraged by 
renewed recognition 

among U.S. policymakers 
of the importance of aid as 
the United States marks the 
50th anniversary of the 
Marshall Plan which 
helped rebuild war-tom 
Europe. 

New U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
“considers sustainable 
development to be a real 
pan of her foreign policy," 
Mr. Atwood said. 

U.S. aid approached 
Japanese levels last year 
after a fall in the yen cut 
the value of Japanese aid 
from S14.5 billion in 1995 
to $9.4 or $9.5 billion last 
year, he said. 

U.S. overseas develop- 
ment assistance, which 
does not include food aid, 
peace corps funding or aid 
to newly independent 
states, was about $9.1 bil- 
lion last year, “maybe 
more.” he said. 

The United Stares fell to 
fourth place in 1995 after 
Japan, Germany and 
France as a delay in budget 
appropriations slashed the 
dwindling U.S. aid budget 
to S7.3 billion. It had been 
cut by 40 per cent in the 
preceding decade. 

In terms of aid as a per- 
centage of total wealth, the 
United States came last 
among the 21 member 
countries of the Develop- 
ment Assistance Commit- 
tee { DAC) of the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Cooper- 
ation and Development 
t OECD ). 

U.S. aid as a percentage 
of gross national product 
was 0.1 per cent in 1995. 
compared with 0.28 per 
cent for Japan and 0.97 per 
cent for top-ranked Den- 
mark. according to DAC 
figures. 
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ACROSS 
1 Stupid one 
6 Funny Johnson 
10 Retiree's org., 

« perhaps 

14 Pump iron 

15 Aretha is its 
queen 

16 Mishmash 

17 British film 

20 Behind schedule 

21 Goes to a 
restaurant 

22 Comp. dir. 

23 Post-grad, 
degrees 

24 Calendar entries 
28 Go off track 

30 Segment 
32 Woman of myth 

35 Time for scones 

36 French film 

40 Scare word 

41 Pop eye and 
Ahab 

42 Diplomat’s digs 
45 Yeltsin's base 

49 Town in Italy 

50 Foreleg 

52 Hockey name 

53 Make a deep 
impression 

56 Worm, to bird 

57 “A — " (Kubrick 
film) 

61 Skin feature 

62 Precipice 

63 Cookie jar 
contents 

64 Massages 

65 Requirement 

66 Intended 

DOWN 

1 Fashioned 

2 Fold 

3 Dress style 

4 1760 yards 

5 Yoko — 

6 Syrian president 

7 WinsJaya mile 

8 Oteodbrtfa»ners' 

9 Big Bird's pal 

10 Ways to the 
heart 

11 Clay, today 

12 — TmTin 
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13 “The Bells" 
author 

18 Health 

1 9 Artifact from way 
back 

23 Prevaricator 

25 In — 
(completely) 

26 Genie portrayer 

27 Red or Black 

29 Mimic 

30 Of a time period 

31 Horse 

33 June 6, 1944 

34 Geisha's 
accessory 

36 Vault 

37 Train hopper 

38 — Hubbard of 
Scientology 

39 ClAprecixsor 

40 Skep- occupant 

43 Restaurant" 

44 Basin 

46 Eye part 

47 Northwest trail 

48 Most ironic 
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50 Beetle Bailey’s 
boss 

51 Hoofed it 

54 Dancer Vendon 

55 Used a bus 


56 Peel 

57 EMTs training 

58 Rawls of song 

59 Sphere 

60 CD— 




HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST 

FOR MONDAY, 

MAY U 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. CartoB RigHier 
Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) See bigwigs 
socially today who can 
appreciate your fine talents 
and will show you bow 
best to make them work to 
your advantage. Later this 
evening you can get Togeth- 
er with fellow associates 
and plan new plan new 
ways for success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Invite guests in 
today who are most desir- 
able and interesting to you. 
Make the days ahead much 
brighter, by consulting with 
knowledgeable people and 
make your career activities 
more successful for your 
loved ones. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21 j Take time today to ease 
the situation with outside 
allies and then you can 
make real progress towards 
becoming prosperous. 
Later this evening will be 
good for going to a roman- 
tic spot with your mate. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Study 
into today whatever can 
bring you greater abun- 
dance in the days ahead and 
make your efforts in busi- 
ness activities more pros- 
perous. Later this evening 
can be good if you will 
relax with your loved ones 
at home. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) This is a good day- 
today to get in touch with 
persons you admire and 
gain their advice and sup- 
port for the days ahead. 
Later tonight you can seek 
out knowledgeable people 
and make the best use of 
suggestions which are 
given. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Although 
you are very particular 
today about neatness and 
detail, this is a day to con- 
centrate on big issues. Later 
this evening make the best 
[/of any advice of informa- 
tion which is provided to 
make your career activities |S? 
prosperous. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get out social- 
ly as much as you can 
today and be with charm- 
ing persons who can give 
you good advice. Deepen 
relations later this evening 
which are important toy oo 
and the success which you 
are seeking. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Try to 
understand the suggestions 
today of influential people 
and then follow them for 
excellent results in the days 
ahead. Later this evening 
you can be made successful 
if you are w illing- to act 
upon information for career 
activities. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 

ember 22 to December21)£ 
You can go after your wish- ’’ 
es today with a good 
chance of g ainin g them. 
Avoid one who tells coo 
many lies or you could get 
the wrong information 
which could put you in lot 
water with those in authori- 
ty 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) This 
is a good day today when 
your hunches can be most 
accurate, so be sure to rely 
on them as well as good 
judgement and you can 
realise your long-term 
goals. Later tonight make 
every effort to complete a 
new assignment 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Situations 
arise which will help you to 
use outside events vwy^ 
much to your advantage. at. 
this time, so make the best 
of any benefits. Later 
tonight you can get togeth- 
er with close friends and 
have a wonderful time with 
them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You are able 
today to add to present 
activities and you can gain 
more success with ease. 

Talk the days ahead over 
with allies and make (be 
most of any suggestions 
which are rmrto to you by. 
them and thereby increase 
your income. 


Birthstoneof May: 
Emerald — Citrine ^ 
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Russians’ foreign 
currency purchases rise 
to quarter of income 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sians bought nearly S5.2 bil- 
lion worth of forei gn currency 
in January — about a quarter 
of their income — official fig- 
ures showed, as a senior min- 
ister admitted the authorities 
could not halt massive out- 
flows of private capital. 

A state statistics committee 
report cited by Interfax news 
agency said Russians spent 
nearly 29.7 trillion roubles 
($52 billion) on foreign cur- 
rency in January, out of total 
income of 121.6 trillion rou- 


bles ($22 billion). 

Many Russians traditional- 
ly keep cash savings in dollars 
as a hedge against inflation of 
the rouble, and it was not 
clear how much foreign cur- 
rency left the country in Janu- 
ary. 

Up to $20 billion in cash are 
held at home by Russians, 
experts say. 

Private purchases of foreign 
currency rose in Russia from 
143 per cent of total income 
in 1995 to 18.5 per cent in 
1996. 


Machinery renting company seeks 
merger struggles for profit 

** IN ADDITION to contacts made with another firms in 
the same line of business to sound out the possibility of 
a merger, the Machinery Equipment Renting and Mainte- 
nance Company is obliged to reduce operational costs 
and general administrative expenses. Board Chairman 
Rashdan A1 Rashdan told the general assembly. He 
assured the shareholders that despite the operational loss 
I of JD4 1,000 last year, the company was still in posses- 
sion of JD400.000 in cash which amounts to 30 per cent 
of the company’s capital. 

Mr. A1 Rashdan said that due to extremely low 
prices/charges, the market of renting machines and 
equipment is very weak and that has resulted in idling 
most of the company’s machinery. As such, the chairman 
added, the company’s efforts to overcome the difficulties 
require a reconsideration of the administrative and tech- 
nical staffing at the company and a restructuring as well 
as a reorganisation process. 

Noting that the company will be continuing repairs and 
full maintenance to some equipment and machinery and 
selling what is not needed Mr. A1 Rashdan told the 
shareholders that he board of directors is fully convinced 
and agrees with the evaluation of the technical expert that 
the market value of the equipment and machinery 
exceeds by far the book value of these fixed assets. He 
also emphasised that the management of the company 
will continue collecting the receivables, which have 
accumulated for many years, and will follow up on these 
dues with the assistance of the legal counsellor and as far 
as going to court if the situation warrants. Other measures 
include liquidating the securities portfolio at the best pos- 
sible prices. 

According to the annual report, the company’s total 
assets amounted to JD942.SOO of which the current por- ! 
don stood at JD720,000, at the end of last year. The 
shareholders' equity totalled JD890200. Regarding the 
profit and loss statement, the company said that its total 
earnings from renting machinery and equipment was , 
only JD 153,600. 

Meeting at an extraordinary session after reviewing the 
company’s 1996 performance, the general assembly 
overwhelmingly approved expanding the scope of the 
company’s operations. The expansion was authorised by ! 
adding the phrase “carrying out construction work (earth- ! 
moving, digging and minin g)” to the objectives of the 
company. Mr. A1 Rashdan stressed that the company 
would study the projects that it can cany out on condition 
that their economic feasibility is fully guaranteed (Al 
Aswaq). 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
3 by ftonri Amok! md Mk* ArgWor 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
' tour ordina ry words. 

PIRGE I _ 


iv 

jfA 


01897 HunltoM SanMl he. 


CEHEN 


BLAURT 


CLEMUS 


Answer: 


A POLE VAULTS?. 
MUST ee THIS 
TO WIN. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


; li : 

in 1 ’ • 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yteten w s I Jumbles; BORAX KEYED FEWEST HALLOW 
Testemay s | why the author refused hte dinner otter - 

SHE WAS -BOOKED* 


Foreign investors 
stop flow of money 
into Israel shares 


‘Electronic money’ 
handy but carries risks 



TEL AVIV (R) — For- 
eigners did not invest 
new money in Tel Aviv 
shares in March and 
April, following an 
increase of $350 million 
in January and February, 
the Bank of Israel has 
said. 

The central bank did not 

g rovide an explanation. 

ut the groundbreaking 
of a new~ Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab east 
Jerusalem in March 
sparked violence and sent 
foreign investors to the 
sidelines. 

Total foreign invest- 
ment in Tel Aviv stocks 
and bonds rose 21 per 
cent in the first quarter to 
about $4.4 billion — 
some $4 billion in stocks 
and $346 million in 
bonds. 

Holdings of foreign 
majority shareholders 
totalled $2.6 billion, an 


increase of $305 million. 
The share of foreigners in 
total registered capital 
was 9.9 per cent at the 
end of March. 

Most of the increase 
was the result of a rise in 
share prices and only a 
small part was due to 
share purchases. 

The rest of foreign 
investment in Tel Aviv 
shares grew by $353 mil- 
lion in the First quarter to 
about $1.4 billion. The 
Bank of Israel said about 
half the increase was 
from new purchases and 
half due to rising share 
prices. 

Total foreign holdings 
in Israeli bonds rose $115 
million to $346 million in 
the first quarter. 

The central bank said 
foreigners also hold 
$18.6 billion worth of 
Israeli stocks and bonds 
traded overseas. 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
development of “electron- 
ic money" can make life 
easier for consumers but 
has also brought a risk of 
fraud, money-laundering 
and infringing on private 
life, a report by monetary 
experts has said. 

The report, issued by the 
Bank of France, was com- 
missioned by the Group of 
Seven summit of the 
world’s leading economic 
powers at their summit in 
Lyon. France, in 1996, 
and drawn up by experts 
of the larger grouping, the 
Group of Ten. 

The report stressed the 
interest for consumers in 
such innovations as pre- 
paid plastic cards with 
memory chips or electron- 
ic transfers through the 
Internet 

They gave customers 
greater choice in methods 
of payment but in return 


they should be given full 
information about the sol- 
vency of issuers of elec- 
tronic money and benefit 
from protection measures, 
the report said. 

The Goup of Ten experts 
warned of the risks of 
being defrauded, and of 
private information sup- 
plied by customers being 
used without authorisation 
by third parties who 
obtained it. 

C rimin als could use the 
electronic cash transfer 
systems either to launder 
money from crime or to 
defraud consumers, par- 
ticularly by means of the 
Internet, the report said. 

Further studies should 
be made on the vulnerabil- 
ity of electronic money in 
order to react quickly if 
need be, the report recom- 
mended. It called on the 
authorities to set up tech- 
nical safeguards against 
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PAST 12 

Sigh 


MONTHS COMPANY ■ S NAME 
LOW 


OPEN TshSE 
PRICE PRICE 


269.000 

213.000 

ARAB BANK 

ii. a 

1 

56 

2S 

1060 

271055 

255.50 

256.00 

.50+ 

N 2.100 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

12 

5975 

10645 

1.76 

1.80 

.04+ 

3.600 

2.760 

BANK OF JORDAN 

11.0 

0 

00 

2 

900 

2704 

3.00 

3.04 

.04+ 

2.480 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

8.0 

7 

83 

3 

350 

756 

2.16 

2.16 


5.100 

4.250 

THE BOUSING BK. 

14.2 

4 

08 

16 

75128 

360337 

4.74 

4.75 

.01+ 

2.950 

2.440 

JQR.KUNAIT BANK 

19.0 

0 

00 

a 

1522 

3968 

2.55 

2.62 

.07+ 

1.050 

.790 

JOR. SUL? BANK 

4.8 

8 

75 

2 

9500 

7510 

.79 

.80 

.01+ 

4.050 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

14.9 

3 

29 

6 

1075 

3897 

3.57 

3.65 

.08+ 

* 2.530 

1.330 

ONION BK.SAV.INV. 

90.4 

0 

00 

2 

550 

693 

1.33 

1.26 

.07- 

2.650 

1.000 

BEIT.AL-M&L (BEITOK) 


15 

00 

4 

1450 

1453 

1.00 

1.00 

— 

1.440 

1.000 

PttLLADEL. XNV.HK. 

9 

0 

00 

2 

296 

336 

1.13 

1.14 

.01+ 


fraud and forgery. 

Top finance officials 
from developed countries 
recently called for an 
international effort to 
upgrade financial systems 
in emerging markets and 
said the expanding use of 
electronic money could 
yield benefits. 

The officials urged a 
“concerted international 
strategy to strengthen 

financial systems/' 

They said in a statement 
it was essential to arrive at 
on international consensus 
on “the key elements” of 
sound financial structures 
and practices in such areas 
as “bank supervision and 
securities market over- 
sight by international 
groupings of national 
experts.” 

The appeal reflected a 
conviction in international 
financial circles that steps 
should be taken to avoid a 
repitition of the Mexican 
currency crisis that erupt- 
ed two years ago and 
required massive outside 
intervention. 

The officials noted the 
implications of the grow- 
ing use of electronic 
money, notably as they 
affected consumer protec- 


tion, law enforcement and 
supervision. 

While electronic money 
was still in the early stages 
of development, the group 
said its use “could bring 
important benefits.” 

But it added that nation- 
al authorities would have 
to pay attention to such 
issues as “transparency, 
financial integrity, techni- 
cal security and vulnera- 
bility to criminal activity.” 

They nonetheless said 
there was currently no 
need “to establish new 
formal international coor- 
dinating mechanisms 
specifically addressing 
electronic money devel- 
opments.” 

The group also backed 
moves under considera- 
tion by the International 
Monetary Fund to pro- 
mote freer flows of capital 
across national borders. 

“Liberalisation of capi- 
tal account transactions 
offers substantial econom- 
ic benefits and should be 
supported by overall eco- 
nomic and structural poli- 
cies fostering macroeco- 
nomic equilibrium and 
financial sector strength,” 
the statement said. 


BARK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 193.22 *C8C: +0.44 






22750 

23533 


250 

123 


6550 

8415 

1. 

1450 

1426 





INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 116.12 *CHGi -1.1S 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 152.00 XC8C: +0.71 


239 163129 396981 


410 303892 1113553 
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Jordan Kuwait Bank lB3r 
JOB 0#>l»0f?TUJMfTV r 


Jordan Kuwait Bank is expanding its operations 
and Is seeking qualified individuals for the 
following positions: 

■ Marketing Manager 

- Marketing degree from a reputable university 
( preferable a master degree ) 

- 5 years experience in planning and implementing 
marketing strategies in financial institutions 

- Must be dynamic and self- motivated 

- Fluency in spoken and written English and Arabic 

- Strong and effective communications skills 

■ Marketing Researcher 

- Marketing degree from a reputable university or a 
degree in statistics with marketing experience 

- 3 years experience in marketing research 

- Must have experience in statistical analysis and 
research design 

- Financial institutions experience is a plus 

- Computer literate and must be e>q»sed to various 
statistical softwares 

- Strong and effective communications skills 

- Fluency in spoken and written English and Arabic 

Interested persons should send their resume along 
with a recent photo to ; 

Personnel Manager 

P.O.Box 9776 ALAbdali Amman 1 1 191 Jordan 
All applications will be dealt with complete confidentiality 


J ordan. Marketplace * * * Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18 k Gold 


At Amra Forum Motel Shops; 
Phone 5 5 27 1 IR Also in Brazil. . 4 . 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
.unfurnished for rent J 


STUDIO HR I G 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop youf colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free, enlargement 
20x 30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 
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FORRENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS - 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL ^ 

REAL ESTATE 


699369 


AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from Abdall 
to Airport and Back 


Specicl Reduced Fares al. 
.500 FIs' For -Airport Staff 
and our Frequent Customers 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdall Branch 653313 



• One & Two Bedroom* * FnDy 

■Equipped Kitchenettes • Dagy <fc 
Long Stay * Rcuonabic Sates 


3th Circle 
Tel 602672 Fax 674551 


■CROwnnorct 


- INDOOR HEATED_yJ^ 
SW1MAING POOrA/jgg 

-SAUNA, JACUZZ^\a|§P 
-MASSAGE 

-WITNESS ROOM / M gif' 
Te*ms & sauASH-iJ^ 
--.COURTS 1 

— . \- 

—TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd 


I? FOR 

1 RENT 

| !X:lu\0 \iS ;( is 

mam) A port r lmi‘n;s 

2 in Amman 


For details please ceil 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


YOUR 






Pizza Grande 

Pediauranfc & Coffee Chop 


IQ0 i 3Sl3 ' 

Gourmet piZZBC^jfp]i 
" \ Joe Crejn 
Fresh Fruit juice ACecktei! 
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Kasparov, Deep Blue, look 
for victory in final game 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
World chess champion 
Guny Kasparov and IBM 
super computer Deep Blue 
looked to a sixth and final 
game to determine the win- 
ner of their rematch after 
man and machine played to 
a draw Saturday. 

A visibly exasperated 
Kasparov agreed to a draw 
even though his white 
pieces had dominated play 
throughout the came, 
which was harder fought 
than the previous chess- 
board battles in the Sl-1- 
million tournament. 

“1 saw the draw in move 
forty." Kasparov. 34, said 
on emerging from the iso- 
lated conference room in 
which he and Deep Blue 
played their 49- move draw 
that evened the score at 2.5 
points apiece. 

"That was probably the 
cleanest game in the match. 
It was very close and it has 
been a miracle than the 
blaek could save the 
game,*' he added. 

Kasparov, World Chess 
Champion since I9S5. is to 
play the final game Sunday 
with the black pieces, but 
was undaunted by the theo- 
retical disadvantage at 
which that placed him. 

“I will do better moves," 
he said, recognising that his 
electronic adversary — 
eight years in the making 
— is an “outstanding scien- 
tific achievement." 

Chung-Jen Tan, the head 
of the IBM team that creat- 
ed Deep Blue, agreed that 
"the baby is doing very 
well." 

Deep Blue, which can 
calculate 200 million possi- 
ble moves per second, lost 
the first game, won the sec- 
ond and drew the last three 
games with Kasparov. 

The computer has not 
won a game. I have lost 
one." Kasparov told a 
chuckling audience that has 
followed the match in the 
basement of an insurance 
company's headquarters 
here. 

Each draw is worth half a 
point, while a win earns 
one point. 

Should man and machine 
lie again Sunday, the puree 
will be shared between 
them. 

Kasparov beat Deep 



World chess champion Garry Kasparov studies the board early in the fifth game of 
the six-game, $1.1 million chess match against IBM super computer Deep Blue in New 
York. The match was tied before the game with one win for each side and one draw 
for each side (Reuters photo) 


Blue's predecessor last 
year in Philadelphia, but 
the champion has struggled 
against the new version, 
which is twice as fasL 

“Sometimes computers 
do very human moves.” he 
said. 

IBM has denied it was 
using the highly publicised 
matchup to work on an arti- 
ficial intelligence project. 

Chess and artificial intel- 
ligence expert Frederic 
Friedel, a member of 
Kasparov’s team, said 
Deep Blue has an intelli- 
gence of its own. 


“Extremely deep search- 
es turn into strategic behav- 
iours,” he told AFP. adding 
“I hope very much we 
could have access" to the 
computer's programmes. 

“We would like to put 
Deep Blue on the Internet 
and make it available to the 
public." Chung-Jen Tan 
said without commenting 
on the possibility of granti- 
ng access to the program 
itself. 

Asked what changes had 
been made to the super 
computer since the tourna- 
ment began, he said IBM 


took “Deep Blue for a walk 
this morning.” 

The computer scientist 
then said his team had fixed 
a few programme “bugs” 
that appeared in previous 
games. 

Friedel said that for 
Kasparov “the most impor- 
tant driving force here is 
curiosity.” 

“It is like (Formula One 
race car driver) Michael 
Schumacher faced with a 
4,000 horse-power Ferrari: 
Of course he would like to 
drive it” 


Stoltenberg reaches final against Bjorkman 


CORAL SPRINGS. Florida (R) — Fourth seed Jason 
Stolicnhcrg of Australia earned a chance lo defend his title 
a( the America's red clay tennis championship against top 
\eed Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden with a v ictory Saturday. 

The 32nd-ranked Stoltenberg defeated 75th-ranked 
Belgian Johan Van Herek b-3 6-3 in a semifinal match. 

Living up to his first-time billing as a number one seed, 
the 2 3rd -ranked Bjorkman ended I93rd-ranked qualifier 
Sieve Campbell’s surprising run here to reach the finals 
with a 6-4. 4-6. 6-4 semifinal victory. 

“!\e never had a chance to defend a title before, so I think 
this is really great.” Stoltenberg said. “It’s just great to be in 
the final and be able to try and be a back-to-back champion 
at a tournament." 

Bjorkman. who was making his fifth semifinal appear- 
ance of the year, will try to win his second career title. His 
came at Auckland. New Zealand, in January. 

The Swede currently possesses the best win-loss record 
on the ATP Tour this year, entering Sunday’s final at 30-10. 

Bjorkman had not lost a set in three matches before reach- 


ing the semis. Bjorkman won 84 per cent of the points when 
he got his first serve in. but had some difficulty with 
Campbell, a player he beat handily the only other rime they 
met. at the 1995 Japan Open. 

“I was hitting the ball very badly today.” Bjorkman said, 
“i didn’t have any confidence. 1 was a little scared of hitting 
the ball. ] was rushing to make winners instead of letting 
him pluv and make mistakes." 

Bjorkman broke Campbell’s sen e on all three opportuni- 
ties the American offered — in the seventh game of the first 
set when Campbell double faulted at 30-J0, at 0-40 in the 
seventh game of the second set and at 30-40 in the third 
game of the third set. 

Stoltenberg has been red-hot the past few weeks. He was 
a finalist last week in Atlanta and a semifinalist two weeks 
ago in Orlando. 

Tm very happy with the way 1 played tonight," 
Stoltenberg said. “It’s definitely the best match I've played 
in the past few weeks.” 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

A first floor apartment consists of 3 bedrooms 
(one master), salon, dining room, living room, 
independent central heating, telephone & 
satellite. Location: Urn Uthaina. 

For information, pis. cali: 626099 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living 
room. Fully equipped, telephone, television & 
central heating. Location: between Fourth & Fifth 
Circles, Jabal Amman, near Ammon Hotel. 

Tel.: (777112) 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
(674028) after 4:00 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apartment of an area of 165 sq.m. Consists of 2 
bedrooms, 2 salons. 2 bathrooms, telephone, central heating and aS 
facilities separate. Ground floor, own entrance, garage and garden, 
within a 2 Apt. building. 

Excellent location in Jabal Amman, quiet area, 
near KhalidI Hospital. 

Tel.: 642006 


Wanted 

A live-in .maid with experience to 
work for a small family. 

Please call 079/34344 


Juan Gonzalez leads Rangers past Red Sox 


BOSTON (R) — Healhcliff 
Slocumb threw Juan 
Gonzalez a tomato, and be 
mashed it. 

Gonzalez hit a grand slam 
to highlight a sLx-mn ninth 
inning and drove in six runs 
to power the Texas Rangers 
to a 11-5 win over the 
slumping Boston Red Sox 
Satunday. 

Gonzalez, playing in his 
eighth game since begin- 
ning the year on the dis- 
abled list, swung away on a 
3-0 pitch to give the 
Rangers a 10-5 lead. 

“At 3-0, a lot of hitters 
will take one strike in that 
situation looking for some- 
thing close in the zone,” 
said Gonzalez, last season’s 
American League most 
valuable player. 

“He threw me a fastball, a 
tomato, and I hit it hard. The 
ball just jumped out of the 
yard.” 

The Rangers had loaded 
the bases on a double by 
Marie McLemore and walks 
to Damon Buford and Ivan 
Rodriguez. An error by 
Slocumb on a ground ball 
by Rusty Greer allowed the 
first run to score and 
Gonzalez followed with his 
second homer of the season, 
doubling his RBI total for 
the season. 

“Johnny (manager Johnny 
Oates) had mentioned he 
had never let anyone swing 
3-0 with the bases loaded, 
but he let Juan do it and 
Juan came up big,” said 
Raogers pitcher Danny 
Patterson (4-3). 

*1 was unable to throw 
strikes consistently and I 


got behind in the count* 
said Slocumb (0-2). 

The Rangers added anoth- 
er run in the inning when 
Will Clark doubled and 
scored on a single by 
McLemore. Clark has hit 
safety in 1 1 career games at 
Fenway Park and is 25-fbr- 
49 (.510) in that span. 

The Red Sox have lost 
seven of their last eight 
games. 

In Chicago, Dave 
Martinez had the game-win- 
ning hit in die White Sox’ 
final at-bat for the second 
consecutive night as they 
won three straight games 
for the first time this season, 
defeating die Oakland 
Athletics 9-8. 

Martinez, who drove in 
the winning run in Friday’s 
10-inning victory, scored 
Frank Thomas from third 
with a single in the bottom 
of the ninth. 

Thomas continued his tor- 
rid hitting with a three-run 
homer in two at-bats for 
Chicago. He has 21 hits in 
his last 42 at-bats and has 
raised his average to .351. 

Jose Canseco had a two- 
run homer and a two-run 
single for Oakland, which 
has dropped four straight. 

At Minnesota, Roger 
Clemens tied a dub record 
with 14 strikeouts and 
remained unbeaten and 
Benito Santiago hit a pair of 
two-run homers as the 
Toronto Blue Jays held on 
for their seventh win in 
eight games, 6-4 over the 
Twins. 

Clemens (6-0) has won 
his first six decisions for the 


third time in his career. He 
also started 6-0 in 1991 and 
14-0 in 1987, winning the 
CY young award each of 
those seasons. 

Clemens allowed four 
runs and eight hits over 
seven innin gs. He tied a 
Blue Jays single-game 
record for strikeouts estab- 
lished by Pat Hentgen 
against Kansas City on May 
3, 1994. It was his 70th 
game .with 10 or more 
strikeouts, tying Rube 
Waddell and Tom Seaver 
for fifth on the all-time list. 

In New York, Ramiro 
Mendoza gave up two runs 
in eight innings and Bemie 
W illiams and Paul O'Neill 
each homered and drove in 
two runs to lead the 
Yankees, without ejected 
manager Joe Tone, to a 5-2 
victory over the Kansas 
City Royals. 

Mendoza (2-1) gave up 
eight hits and walked one 
with four strikeouts. He 
lowered his era from 7.08 to 
5.72 in his longest career 
outing. 

Torre was ejected before 
the start of the game for 
arguing about a second 
protest in Friday night’s 12- 
inning loss to the Royals. 
The game was played under 
protest over a rundown play 
in the sixth inning. Torre 
lodged another protest over 
a n on-called balk that would 
have ended the game. 

In Baltimore, pinch-hitter 
Mike Blowers' two-out, 
RBI single in the 11th off 
reliever randy Myers (0-2) 
lifted the Seattle Mariners 
to a 3-2 victory over the 


Orioles. 

Norm Charlton (2-1) 
pitched three scoreless 
innings to earn the win. 

Joey Cora, who went 5- 
for-5 with a home run in 
Seattle’s 8-2 win on Friday, 
led off the game with a 
homer off Scott 
Kamieniecki. Cora also 
doubled in the third inning 
for his eighth consecutive 
hit, tying a club record. The 
streak ended when Cora 
bounced back to the pitcher 
in the fifth. 

In Detroit, Omar Olivares 
pitched a three-hitter for his 
first Major-League shutout 
as the Tigers blanked the 
Cleveland Indians 6-0. 

Olivares (2-2) struck out a 
season-high seven batters 
and did not allow a 
Cleveland runner to reach 
third base. It matched the 
low-hit game of his career. 

Bob Higginson homered 
and drove in two runs and 
Tony Clark added a three- 
run homer for Detroit, 
which won for only the sec- 
ond time in its last six 
games. 

In Milwaukee, reliever 
Rich Delucia issued three 
straight walks in the 10th 
inning, including one with 
the bases loaded to Jose 
Valentin, as the Brewers 
beat the Anaheim Angels 4- 
3 to improve to S-l in one- 
run games. 

The win was the third in a 
row for the Brewers while 
the Angels suffered their 
fourth straight loss. 


Neagle, Jones become six-game winners 


PITTSBURGH (R) — The 
Atlanta Braves’ Denny 
Neagle and the New York 
Mets’ Bobby Jones became 
the National League’s first 
six-game - winners, on 
■Saturday. • 

in Pittsburgh, Neagle scat- 
tered six hits and three runs 
— two earned — over six 
innings and Jeff Blauser's 
third career grand slam 
higlighted a five-run third 
inning as the Braves routed 
the Pirates 9-3. 

Neagle (6-0), an ex-Pirate 
who was facing his former 
team for the first time, 
struck out a season-high 
nine. His current six-game 
winning streak is also the 
longest of his career. 

“It was strange pitching 
here,” Neagle said. “I had 
butterflies, but I thought if I 
got through the first inning I 
would settle down. My 
teammates made it easy for 
me tonight.” 

Javier Lopez, Ryan 
Klesko and chipper Jones 
all homered for the braves, 
who had scored only five 
runs in four previous games 
against the Pirates. The 
Braves also broke out of a 
screak in which they had 
scored three runs or less in 
their previous eight games. 

Pittsburgh had its season- 
high four-game winning 
streak snapped. 

In St Louis. Bobby Jones 
gave up two hits over eight 
innings and John Olerud hit 
a solo homer as the Mets 
moved to the 2500 mark for 
the first time in more than a 
year with a 2-0 blanking of 
the Cardinals. 

Jones (6-2) posted his 
third straight victory and 
has allowed only three runs 
in 22 innings during that 
stretch. 

Jones gave up only a Iead- 

off double to Royce Clayton 


in the bottom of the third 
inning and a leadoff single 
to Mike Difetice in the fifth, 
retiring 1 1 of the last 12 bat- 
ters he faced before giving 
way to John Franco. ■ 

- 'Tjux'JSseluig a; lot .more 
comfortable with my break- 
ing pitch. (Catcher Todd) 
Hundley called a very good 
game,” Jones said. ‘This 
was one of those games that 
just happened. Our defence 
was outstanding ” 

In San Francisco, Kirk 
Rueter allowed four hits 
over eight shutout innings 
as the giants overcame the 
season’s fust triple play and 
held on for a 4-2 victory 
over the Chicago Cubs, 
snapping a three-game los- 
ing streak. 

Rueter (2-0) extended his 
scoreless streak to 20 1/3 
innings and lowered his era 
to 1.81. He walked none 
and recorded a career-high 
eight strikeouts, leaving 
after throwing 137 pitches. 
The Giants have won six of. 
his seven starts. 

The triple play occurred 
when San Francisco had 
runners at fust and second 
with none out in the fifth. 

Stan Javier lofted a flyball 


to shallow centre. Second- 
base umpire Bob Davidson 
invoked the infield fly rule 
late and the ball glanced off 
centre fielder Brian 
McRae’s glove. . McRae - 
recovered to* fcrowi- Rueter' 
out at third and third base-, 
man Jose Hernandez fired 
to second to catch Darryl 
Hamilton. 

“That’s the first one I’d 
seen in person,” manager 
Dusty Baker said. “That’s 
one of the strangest plays 
I’ve seen ever” 

At Florida, Chris Holt 
won his second straight start 
and Ricky Gutierrez 
snapped a fifth-inning tie 
with a two- run pinch single 
as the Houston Astros ended 
an 11-game losing streak at 
the Marlins’ pro player sta- 
dium, 4-2. 

The Astros moved a half 
game ahead of Pittsburgh 
into first place in the 
National League Central 
Division. 

In Philadelphia, Darren 
Daulton hit a two-run 


homer with two out in the 
10th inning to lift the 
Phillies to a 5-4 victory over 
the Colorado Rockies. 

Daulton lined a 1-1 pitch 
over the right-field fence for 
his: third homo tun*, extend- . 
ing Colorado’s season-high 
losing streak to four games. 

Daulton had three hits and 
Rico Brogna extended his 
hitting streak to 13 games 
with a two-run homer. 

In Los Angeles, pinch-hit- 
ter Eddie Williams’ two-out 
single in the bottom of the 
ninth scored Todd Zeile 
with the winning run as the 
Dodgers won for the fifth 
time in six games, edging 
the Montreal Expos 2-1. 

In San Diego, Ken 
Caminiti’s run-scoring sin- 
gle snapped a tie and 
sparked a six-run third 
inn ing as the Padres defeat- 
ed the Cincinnati Reds 9-6. 

Sterling Hitchcock (3-3) 
gave up five runs and seven 
hits in 6 1/3 innings as San 
Diego won for just the 
fourth time in 17 games. 
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in the Pizza business, we 
Omranwe top quaWy, 
YOUR PIZZA is prepared 
m ay open Kiichsn. 

WoU put a smile on yov tee 

M-MbMi CM* 
Tel.: 5538504 


FOR 

Brand new office furniture, lighting, 
accessories and other misc. 
items.Only for two days. 

Call 07934639 between 8:30 ajn.-1:00 p.m. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAM MIRSCM 

Oil!) Twuu mm swim, me 


FAMILIARITY SHOULD BREED CARE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

♦ J63 
04 

OAKS 

* K 10 8 7 fi 2 

WEST EAST 

•KQ4 *5 

UAKJ98 CQ 108 652 

*987 * Q 10 4 3 

*96 

SOUTH 

* A 1098 72 
*7 

*J62 

*AQ4 


SOUTH 
1* 


2* 


NORTH EAST 
40 DU 

Pm Pub 


- ere many card combina- 
Ucaa which are familiar Lo compe- 
te* declarers. However, each must 
be token in context of the hand u a 
whofe What is right aa a general 
nile « not necessarily correct in a 
paracnlar situation. 

, Nort h’s jump to four hearts 
a singleton in that suit 
the values for at lean a raise to 
four spades. South had no ambi- 


uons beyonu guile tuia uisc wisely 
■refrained from sacrificing in Gve 

West led the king of hearts and 
shifted to 3 diamnmt threatening to 
establish a trick there for the 
defenders. Declarer won in d ummy 
and, if the trump losers could be 
held to one, the contract. was safe 
even if Lhe defenders scored a dia- 
mond trick. 

The percentage play to accom- 
plish that would be to take two 
trump finesses, which limits the 
losers to one if East holds at least 
one honor. Hut the auction and ear- 
ly play led South to believe that 
West held both honors, and if 
declarer has to lose two trump 
tricks, the contract could be made 
only by avoiding a diamond loser. 
There was a way, and declarer 

found iL 

At trick two, declarer led a spade 
to the ace, then abandoned trumps 
in favor of starting to run the clubs. 
West ruffed the third round and 
reverted to diamonds, but declarer 
whs in control. The second HiawwW 
was again won on the table, <«»i the 
ki ng of dubs was led. South dis- 
cjtnling the last diamond from the 
closed hand. The high tramp was 
the third and last trick for the 
defense. . _ . 
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CINEMA TEU634144 'ST CINEMA 

^PHILADELPHIA "1" A 

Johnie Depp... in 


NICK OF TIME 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 




PHILADELPHIA B 2 ff 

Demi Moore ... in 


INDECENT PROPOSAL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


A 


PLAZA 

Keanu Reeves ... in 

CHAIN REACTION 

Shows: 3:15. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
Top Disney production 

101 DALMATIANS 




Shows: 12:30. 5:00 


Tn nun ^ rninr Tn irvin - Ttitm III 

BIA ”2" A PLAZA X COH CORP J ^ ‘ 


A 

COKCO&S *1* 1 

Winner of 9 Oscars 

THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

Shows: I2.-00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 
COSCORD *2* 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

J\^ Shows: 330 , 6 JO 


The political satire 

amnyaho 

For reservations call 62515 
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Andrei Medvedev of the Ukraine celebrates after 
his victory over Spain’s Felix Mantilla in the final of 
the Hamburg tournament. Medvedev won the 
match 6-0, 6-4, 6-2 (Renters photo) 


Sampras draws Courier 
in Italian Open 

ROME (AFP) — World No. 1 Pete Sampras could be in for 
a shock first round exit here- this week, after drawing for- 
mer winner Jim Courier in the Italian Open on Sunday. 

While-the other major seeds should breeze into the sec- 
ond round of the S2.3 million tournament, Sampras faces a 
fellow American who won this tournament in 1992 and 
1993. 

Sampras has also won here, in 1994. and has three tides 
under his belt already this year. 

But after losing his first match of the clay court season at 
Monte Carlo last month, the top seed cannot have drawn a 
more unwelcome opponent here. 

Michael Chang, with four victories this season including 
a clay title at Orlando, is seeded second at the Foro Italico 
and starts with Argentine Hernan Gumy. 

Thomas Muster, the defending champion who is aiming 
to become the first man to win the Italian open four times, 
is seeded third and has the easiest debut, against Italian 
wild card entrant Marzio Martelli. 

Russian fourth seed Yevgeny Kafelnikov faces Spaniard 
Javier Sanchez, while last year’s losing finalist here, Wim- 
bledon champion Richard Krajicek, is fifth and also starts 
with an Italian wild card, Diego Nargiso. 

Boris Becker (xl2) and British hope Tim Henman (xl4) 
meet wild card Andrea Gaudenzi and Spaniard Roberto 
Carretero respectively. 


I . 
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Martinez faces Pierce 
in Italian Open final 


ROME (AFP) — 

Spain's Conchita Mar- 
tinez will defend her 
Italian Open title 

against France’s Mary 
Pierce "on Sunday, after 
the two favourites came 
through their semi- 

finals here. 

Martinez, on course 
for a fifth consecutive 
title here, cruised to a 
comfortable 6-2, 6-2 

victory over Swiss 


in ihc 

teenager Patty Schny- 
der. 

t tin- 

Pierce, whose legs 

V iiU'l 

were feeling the effects 

I'lkh 

of a tough week at the 
Foro Italico. had to 

li i' ti'F 

come from a set down to 

xli'Hil- 

beat . Austrian; Barbara- 

it liiuh 

Paulus 4-6, 6-3, 6-1 in 

l.lUk'N 

. the first centre court 

Us .inJ f 

V match. 

:t\ 111-. 

Though Pierce has 

L’.iim - 

captured the hearts of 

, ll IlH- 

the Italian crowd, the 
favourite will be Mar- 


tinez, who avenged 
Schnyder's victory over 
fellow Spaniard Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario the pre- 
vious night. 

Martinez suffered an 
unexpected service 
break in the opening 
game of her match, but 
went on to break three 
times as the world num- 
ber six from Barcelona 
dominated the opening 
set. 

The second set was a 
repeat of the first, with 
Schnyder managing a 
surprise break in the 
opening game — before 
^Martinez"’ broke three 
’’times to bring up an 
. easy victory. 

“I have to play with a 
lot of patience and wait 
for an opportunity to 


win points,” Martinez 
said of her solid base- 
line game. 

“I’ve won here four 
times and I don’t see 
any reason to change 
it.” 

Schnyder, who along 
with Sanchez Vicario 
also claimed the scalp 
of sixth seeded south 
African Amanda Coet- 
zer, said: ‘This wasn’t a 
good match, but if I 
look over the whole 
week this was a good 
week for me.” 

“There were close 
games and close points, 
but I lost them all,” she 
concluded^ “and thatls/ 
why j the* result washer; 
clear.” . 

In the other semi- 
final, Pierce played a 
woeful first set that was 
littered with mistakes, 
allowing 11th seeded 
Paulus to win it simply 
by keeping the ball in 
play. 

But Pierce soon redis- 
covered the touch which 
had defeated top seed 
Monica Seles earlier in 
the week, breaking 
twice in" the -second set 
and three times in the - 
third to line up her third 
final of the year. 

“I started off really 
slow today, I felt tired 
and I didn't really feel 
into the match,” pierce 
said. “Barbara plays 
very well on clay, she 
doesn’t make any mis- 
takes and to beat her i 
had to play really solid. 

“I wasn’t moving so 
well and I needed to 
step up, take the ball on 
the rise and move for- 
ward. But my legs were 


Furnished 

Apartment 

r _ 

Abdoun - Fully 
furnished 
2 bedrooms, with 
Telephone Annual 
Rent 4000JD. 

L» 

Dr Keni 

! Please Call 667734 \ 



■r? 


Brand-new unfurnished 3-bedroom apartment in 
Deir Ghbar. 

Master has dressing area & en-suite. 

Utility / maid's room. 

Bathroom & guest toilet. 

TV room. 

Sitting room & dining room with fireplace. 
Garage & ample parking space. 

Cali now! You must view it .... 

Cell : 24243 or (R) 5538282 





For your comfort and your kid's safety 
(The electronic baby-sitter) 


(FOR ONLY JD 39) 


When you cant be In two places at once 
this Mobile-Security system lets you move about the 
house while monitoring your baby's activities; it gives 
you the security of knowing your baby is safe. 

BURINY ELE. CORP. 

Phone 628101 
48, Hashmy Street 
Downtown. Free Delivery 


a little heavy. 

“It took me a little 
while to get going but 
after the first set, I start- 
ed feeling better. And as 
the match went on, I 
was feeling better and 
better.” 

Pierce made it clear 
she had no fear of her 
final opponent. 

“I don’t worry about 
anybody I play against, 
T go out there to have 
fun and play tennis,” 
said the 22-year-old 
from Montreal. “I just 
give it everything i have 
and fight for every point 
until the end.” 

Paulus,. not surprising- 
lyjj«*ha«bi a- few v-cegrets 
about -the - afternoon’s - 

P “Ywas nap, 
the semi-finals,” she 
said. “But maybe I made 
too many unforced 
errors today. 

“In the first set I had a 
little bit more rhythm 
and I think 

Mary was a little bit 
nervous. Then she 
played better, and hard- 
er. and I lost my game 
somehow. My concen- 
tration wasn’t there in 
the third set.” 


was happy to be in 


Another win 
for Princess 
Haya’s Team 
Harmony 

CONTINUING A SUPER 
RUN of success HRH 
Princess Haya's Team Har- 
mony mare Scendal won her 
second Derby event in a row 
when competing at the 
Mannheim show in Germany 
last Monday. 

She had taken a similar 
contest at Jerez in Spain the 
previous week bringing the 
Australian bred mare’s total 
of wins for the season so Far 
to six. 

Ridden by Paul Darragh, 
she was fourth of 30 to go 
over the 1 8 fence Derby track 
ai the German arena which 
will host the 1997 European 
Championships’in September: ' 

At the same show, -Teaar‘ : 
Harmony's grey mare, Cera, 
had a double clear in the main 
jump-off event to fill third 
place behind Alois Foliman- 
Schweckhorst and Ulrich 
Kirchhoff. 

Cera’s next outing with 
Paul Darragh will be at Royal 
Windsor where he joins with 
Eddie Machen, TYevor Coyle, 
Tom Slattery and Peter 
Charles for the Samsung 
Nations Cup meeting. 

Harmony is bidding to win 
the Prince of Wales Cup for 
the first time in 60 years. 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished 3 bedroom flat (area 265 sq.m.) 
in SHMEISANl close to Bahrain Embassy. 

• Master bedroom (with built-in closets). 

• Maid's room and bath. 

• Bathroom and guest toilet. 

• Sitting room, dining room and TV room. 

• Private covered parking. 

•1st floor. 

For more information, 
please call 665385 


VACANCY FOR TRANSLATOR 

A foreign embassy is seeking a qualified candidate 
for the position of TRANSLATOR. 

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

1- Excellent ability in Arabic-EngDsh / Engiteh-Arabic translation. 

2- Excellent command of type writing / computer literacy In Engfeh 
and Arabic. 

3- At least 5 years of professional translation experience is 
required. 

Please send curriculum vitae and telephone number to: 

P.O.BOX 851752 
Sweifiyeh 11185 Amman 

Deadline for receiving applications is 12 June 1997. 


HPLC Representative 


( ’ A K E E R O P P O RT U \1 T Y 


A Leading Regional Manufacturing Trading 
Group is Looking to recruit 

A MEDICAL LABORATORY REPRESENTATIVE 
Candidate must have: 

1- University degree in Chemistry or related sciences, 

2- Computer literacy. 

3- Excellent command of English- 

4- AJ least one year working experience in HPLC 4 

and related knowledge. ) 

Send your CV with a recent photograph to : 
P.O.Box 13221 


Amman 11342 Jordan 

Or Fax your CV to 732261 not later than 20-5-97 


Malone atones as Jazz win; 

Bulls make up for loss to Hawks 



The Utah Jazz center Greg Ostertag (R) beats the Los Angeles Lakers Shaquille 
O'Neal to the rebound in the first period of Game 4 of their NBA semifinal game in 
Inglewood, CA. The Jazz won 110-95, to take a 3-1 series lead (Renters photo) 


INGLEWOOD <R) — 
Redemption was the word 
for the day in the NBA 
playoffs Saturday as Karl 
Malone and the Utah Jazz 
atoned for an atrocious 
showing the last time out 
and the Chicago Bulls 
made up for a shocking loss 
to the Atlanta Hawks. 

Malone scored 42 points 
and set a playoff free-throw 
record as the Jazz moved 
within one win of a return 
trip to the Western Confer- 
ence finals with a convinc- 
ing 110-95 victory over the 
Los Angeles Lakers. 

In Atlanta. Toni Kukoc 
scored eight of his 16 
points in a fourth-quarter 
run as the defending cham- 
pion Bulls regained the 
homecourt advantage with 
a 100-80 road rout of the 
Hawks in game 3 of the 
Eastern Conference semi- 
finals. 

Malone was lS-of-18 
from the line, breaking the 
mark for most foul shots 
made without a miss of 17. 
shared by Gail Goodrich, 
Bob Love and Indiana Pac- 
ers guard Reggie Miller. 

Utah took a 3-1 lead in 
the best-of-seven confer- 
ence semifinals. The Jazz 
can wrap up the series 
Monday with a win at 
borne, where they are 42-3 
this season. 

“This game is over now," 
said Malone, who shot just 
2-of-20 from the field in 
scoring 15 points in game 
3. “The most important 
game is Monday night and 
our most important thing is 
not to let down, because 
they're coming in ready to 
play.” 

“I think we were embar- 
rassed with the way we 
played Thursday and with 
the way we shot,” said Jazz 
coach Jerry Sloan, whose 
team lost by 20 points in the 
previous game. 

Bryon Russell added a 
playoff career-high 29 
points for Utah. 

“That had to be the best 
game I ever played,” said 
Russell, who shot 12-of-20 
from the field. 

Shaquille O’Neal had 34 
points, 11 rebounds and six 
blocks for the Lakers, who 
trailed by as many as 18 
points and lost for the first 
time in four home playoff 
games. 

“The obvious factor in the 
game was that they came 
out with more energy and 
aggressiveness like we did 
in game 3,” Lakers coach 


Del Harris said. “Across the 
board, we did not play with 
the kind of intensity we 
needed for what could have 
been the biggest game of 
the year." 

The defending champion 
Bulls bounced back from 
their home loss Thursday 
with their best performance 
of the playoffs. After eras- 
ing an early 10-point 
deficit, they held the Hawks 
to 28 points in the second 
half and took a 2-1 series 
lead. Game 4 is Sunday in 
Atlanta. 

Michael Jordan scored 2 1 
points and Scottie Pippen 
added 17 for Chicago, but 
neither was a major factor 


in the decisive 19-4 burst. 
Jordan and Pippen had car- 
ried the offensive load in 
the Bulls* first five playoff 
games, combining for over 
55 points per contest. 

“It was a game that we’ve 
been waiting for in the 
sense that we busted out of 
a little slump to some 
degree.” Jordan said. 

“The first thing you want 
to do when you lose on 
your homecourt is to get it 
back,” Pippen said. “We 
want to put them back on 
their heels but not let them 
do it to us. Our defence did 
not allow them to get open 
looks. We hustled, we beat 
them to the loose balls.” 


League rebound leader 
Dennis Rodman, again was 
a non-factor; He came off 
the bench and received two 
personal fouls in his first 
two minutes. He also was 
whistled for his eighth tech- 
nical foul of the playoffs. 

“They said I was trying to 
intentionally hurt a player,” 
Rodman said. 

“If you really want to sin- 
gle me out. at least give me 
a memo before the game 
and don't do it in front of 
millions of people.” 
Late-season addition 
Brian Williams scored 10 
of his 14 points in the 
fourth quarter as the Bulls 
pulled away. 


Announcement 

Anita S. Bwtoso was reported missing 
and has not yet returned home. Those 
who have any information about her 
shall call at the nearest police station 
and those who conceal any information 
will be charged before law. 


Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Large area, 205 sq.m., located in Shmeisani, nice 
view, overlooking Wadi Saqra, consisting of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, family room, salon, 
dining room, modem kitchen, central heating and 
telephone. 

Please call Tel. 5522165 or 874185 


AN INDUSTRIAL COMPANY IS SEEKING TO EMPLOY FOR THE 

FOLLOWING POSITION : 

REF. C&I 1/97: ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WITH FOLLOWING 
QUALIFICATIONS : 

1. JORDANIAN CITIZENSHIP . 

2. MINIMUM A BACHELOR DEGREE IN ELECTRONICS AND INSTRUMENTATION; US 
OR EUROPEAN GRADUATES . 

3. NOT LESS THAN FIVE YEARS EXPERIENCE IN CONTROL SYSTEMS . 

4. COMPUTER KNOELEDGE IS AN ADVANTAGE . 

5. ENGLISH LITERACY IS A MUST . 

6. AGE: NOT MORE THAN 28 YEARS . 

REE SEC 1/96: EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WITH THE FOLLOWING 
QUALIFICATIONS : 

1. JORDANIAN CITIZENSHIP . 

2. GRADUATE OF A WELL RECOGNIZED SECRETARIAL SCHOOL . 

3. COMPUTER KNOWLEDGE IS A MUST (WINDOWS ENVIRONMENT; WORD, EXCEL) . 
WITH EXPERIENCE NOT LESS THAN THREE YEARS . 

4. ENGLISH LITERACY IS A MUST . 

APPLICATIONS WILL BE DEALT WITH UTMOST CONGENIALITY AND ONLY 
CANDIDATES THAT MATCH ABOVE REQUIREMENTS WILL BE EVALUATED . 

ALL CANDIDATES TO APPLY NO LATER THAN 20 MAY TO : 

P. O. BOX: 446 
AMMAN 11118 JORDAN 
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U.S. general warns Iranian 
army on closing the straight 


A ROYAL STANCE OF CONFIDENCE AND SUPPORT: Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor stand by Her Royal Highness Princess Aysha Bent AI Hussein whose remarkable efforts to 
improve the welfare of female soldiers in the Arab Army has been noted internationally (photo shot on 


MANAMA (AFP) — A 
senior U.S. general on 
Saturday warned Iran that 
any attempt to take control 
of the strategic straii of 
Hormuz in the Persian Gulf 
would meet a firm U.S. 
response. 

General JJHL Binford Peay, 
commander-in-chief of the 
U.S. Central Command, told 
a press conference here that 
although Iran had sophisti- 
cated ballistic missiles, it 
was unlikely to be able to 
cany out a recent boast that 
it could close the straight at 

will- 

“I don’t believe it can do 

fhar We will take immediate 
action in terms of the 
defence of the straits,” said 
the general. 

“Access to the straits is 
very important not just to the 
United States of America but 
it is vitally important for the 
entire world.” 


A senior Iranian army offi- 
cer made the threat late last 
month after more than 
200,000 Iranian troops had 
staged massive air. sea and 
land exercises along die 
entire Iranian gulf coast 

Gen. Peay described Iran 
as the “middle and long- 
term threat to the region,” 
and said the Islamic 
Republic continued to foster 
regional terrorism. 

The general said Iraq too 
was still a threat and that die 
U.S. would stand firm 
against B aghdad as long as 
Iraqi President Saddam. 
Hussein, ‘'continued to make 
the statements he mak-es and 
directs his threats against 
Kuwait” 

Gen. Peay also said restric- 
tions imposed on U.S. ser- 
vicemen in the region after 
terrorist threats were being 
eased. “You will see a less- 
ening of high restrictions 


over the next few weeks," be 
saicL 

The U.S. embassy in 
Bahrain April 7. warned 
U.S. military personnel and 
civilians they faced the 
threat of "terrorist” attacks 
in Bahrain, and ordered 
restrictions on visits to bars 
and restaurants in the tiny 
gulf country where the U.S. 
navy has its Gulf base. 

Around 12,000 U.S. mili- 
tary personnel are stationed 
on ships in the Gulf, and 
they regularly visit large 
cities in the area. 

Gen. Peay was speaking at 
the end of a two-day visit to 
Manama during which he 
held talks with Bahraini offi- 
cials on military coopera- 
tion. 

The general has already 
visited Saudi Arabia, and is 
to make trips to Kuwait and 
Jordan before retaining to 
theU.S. 


Sunday by Yousef 'Allan) 


Turkish army dismisses Turkish 
more ’Algeria* warnings 


Iranian earthquake turns 
school into a graveyard 


ANKARA (AFP) — A 
senior Turkish army official 
on Sarurday dismissed as 
inconsequential warnings 
from an Islamist deputy that 
Turkey was in danger of 
becoming a second Algeria 
— mired in bloody struggle. 

“The armed forces do not 
respond to the rumblings of 
an out-of-date person.” 
Genera] Erol Ozkasnak. sec- 
retary general of the army 
chief-of-sta£f. told Anatolia 
news agency. 

He was speaking a day 
after Halil Ibrahim Celik. a 
member of Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan’s pro- 
Islamist Welfare Party, creat- 
ed a furore by arguing that 
army-backed plans to close 
religious secondary schools 
would lead to bloodshed. 

“In this case Turkey will 
turn into a second Algeria or 
the situation will be worse 
than in Algeria.” Mr. Celik 
warned. 

According to Western esti- 
mates, more than 60.000 
people have been killed in 
the north African state since 
the cancellation of a second 
round of elections in Januarv 


1992 which the now out- 
lawed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was poised to 
win. 

Gen. Ozkasnak accused 
the deputy of making 
"provocative and subversive 
statements.” 

“We (the army) are con- 
vinced that the democratic 
organisation will make an 
adequate response and that 
the judicial organs will fulfil 
their duty with regard to 
aggressions against the army 
and the fundamental princi- 
ple of the Turkish republic,” 
he continued. 

Turkey’s press reported 
Saturday that Ankara prose- 
cutors' had opened an inquiry 
into the deputy's remarks in 
connection with “explicitly 
inciting hatred and hostility 
among the people." 

Under the Turkish penal 
code, the offence carries a 
maximum sentence of three 
years in jail. 

If the prosecutor decides 
that Mr. Celik has broken the 
law. he must ask the Turkish 
parliament to suspend par- 
liamentary immunity before 
he can precede. 


Justice Minister Sevket 
Kazan on Saturday refused 
to comment on the affair. 

Under the education bill 
demanded by the pro-secular 
military and drafted by 
Welfare Party's conservative 
coalition partner, the True 
Path Party of Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller, state- 
run Islamist secondary 
schools should be closed as 
part of measures to curb ris- 
ing pro-Islamisation. 

These schools produce the 
imams or religious leaders, 
from which the Welfare 
Party relies for its future 
leaders. 

The latest row has wors- 
ened already heightened ten- 
sions in Turkey over the role 
of Islam in society. 

In an apparent effort to 
defuse the situation. Mr. 
Celik released a statement in 
which he asserted ‘tis com- 
ments were not a declara- 
tion,” but he stopped short of 
a denial. 

Meanwhile, one of the 
Welfare Party’s vice presi- 
dents Riza Ulucak, dis- 
missed the comments as a 
“joke.” 


Uganda, Sudan agree to let 
go prisoners in peace move 


NAIROBI iRt — The presi- 
dents of Uganda and Sudan, at 
talks arranged by Kenya, have 
agreed to release all tltose held 
captive in Nwder elastics. 

The agreement was con- 
tained in a formal communique 
published nn Sunday after a 
nutting between presidents 
Yoweri Museveni of Uganda. 
Omar Hav.au Bashir of Sudan 
and Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya 
in the west Reman town of 
Eldorei on Saturday. 

Mr. Moi invited Mr. 
Museveni and Lieutenant- 
General Bashir to the n totting 
in an attempt to resolve the 
deep differences between 
Uganda and Sudan, which 
accuse each other of helping 
rebels on their common border. 

The communique said Gen. 
Bashir and Mr. Museveni also 
agreed to reactivate past agree- 
ments between their countries. 
Uganda cut diplomatic rela- 
tions with Sudan in 1995. 

The official Kenyan 
Presidential Press Unit quoted 
Mr. Moi as saying in Eldorct 
(hat he hoped Uganda and 
Sudan would reach an amica- 
ble solution to their problems 
because the region needed 
development instead of con- 
flicL 

Mr. Moi said he was calling a 
meeting of a subcommittee of 

the Inter-Governmental 

Authority on Development 
(IGAD) to help end civil war in 
southern Sudan. The commit- 
tee includes representatives of 
Kenya, Uganda Eritrea and 
Ethiopia. 

Mr. Moi, who first held sepa- 
rate talks with Mr. Museveni 
and then with Gen. Bashir, said 
he hoped their meeting on 
Saturday would be a firm 


Southern Sudan rebels claim another victory 

: NAIROBI iR) — Sudanese rebel leader John Garang said 
; his forces have captured the town of Tonj in the Buheirat 
i State and were advancing towards the district headquar- 
ters at Wau in southern Sudan. 

Colonel John Garang. the leader of the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) told the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) by satellite telephone on Saturday: 
“Wc will soon take Wau. We are liberating the whole of 
the southern Sudan.” 

In the broadcast, monitored in Nairobi, Col. Garang 
! said his forces seized the important town of Tonj laze on 
! Friday afternoon after several hours of fighting. 

He said there was “a lot of fighting”, involving 2,000 
government troops, at Tonj. with many dead and wound- 
ed on the government side. “We are literally destroying 
the government army in the south,” he said. 

Last week, the SPLA said the rebels had captured the 
Lakes (Buheirat) state capital Rumbek, 70 kilometres 
southeast of Tonj in April. The rebels said they captured 
several state ministers and members of die state parlia- 
ment in Rumbek. 

The SPLA has recently claimed a string of successes 
further south, near the Uganda border, including the cap- 
ture of Yei. a key town near the Uganda and Zaire bor- 
ders. But the key city of Juba, on the Nile, remains in 
government hands. 

The SPLA has denounced the peace agreement signed 
recently in Khartoum between the Sudan government and 
several southern Sudanese groups who were formerly 
linked with the SPLA. 


beginning towards trust 
between the member states of 
IGAD. 

IGAD has in the past helped 
arrange meetings between the 
Sudanese "averment and the 
rcW Sudan People’s 
Liberation .Army iSPLAl. led 
b> Colonel John Garang. 

Mr. Museveni and Gen. 
Bashir said they “appreciated 
the positive points” in die 
Sudanese government's recent 
peace agreement with southern 
factions other than the SPLA 
and agreed that CoL Garang 
might have a role in solving 


“other humanitarian problems." 

Uganda accuses the 
Sudanese government of arm- 
ing and giving bases in south 
Sudan to Ugandan rebels of the 
Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA). Sudan accuses Uganda 
of arming and supporting the 
SPLA. 

The SPLA has fought since 
1983 for greater autonomy for 
the Christian and Animist south 
from the mostly Muslim Arab 
north and has scored its biggest 
success since 1991 with a 
series of offensives this year. 


minister 

leaves 

Baghdad 

after 

signing 

gas deal 

Baghdad (afp) — 

(Turkish Energy Minister 
ftacai Kutan left 
Baghdad on Sunday after 
signing a preliminary 
agreement for the con- 
struction of a $2.5-billion 
pipeline to supply Turkey 
with Iraqi gas. 

Speaking to the official 
news agency INA, Mr. 
Kutan expressed “satis- 
faction” at the results of 
his four-day visit to Iraq. 
“These results will have a 
big effect on strengthen- 
ing relations between the 
two countries” he said. 

The 1,300-kilometre 
pipeline is to have a 
capacity of 10 billion 
cubic meters, and would 
lead from Iraq to the 
Turkish Mediterranean 
port of Ceyhan. 

Neither Turkey nor Iraq 
has given any indication 
of when construction of 
the project might start, 
and whether it is condi- 
tional on the lifting of 
U.N. sanctions imposed 
on Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The official Iraqi press 
on Sunday carried banner 
front page headlines 
trumpeting the signing 
ceremony for the deal in 
Baghdad on Saturday 
involving Mr. Kutan and 
Iraqi Oil Minister Amer 
Rashid. 

Turkey opened a double 
oil pipeline to Iraq in 
December in line with 
the U.N. Security 
Council’s oil-for-food 
resolution, which partial- 
ly lifted the international 
embargo against Iraq. 

Under Resolution 986, 
part of the crude oil that 
Iraq exports flows 
through the pipeline to 
Turkey, which had been 
closed since the U.N. 
clamped the embargo on 
Iraq in 1990. 

The pipeline links the 
Kirkuk oil fields of 
northern Iraq with the 
Turkish oil terminal of 
Yumurtalik. 

In December, Turkey 
concluded an agreement 
with Iraq to buy 3.6 mil- 
lion tonnes of Iraqi oil. 

Before the 1991 Gulf 
war that drove Iraq out of 
Kuwait, the volume of 
Turkish-Iraqi trade was 
nearly S2 billion a year. 

Ankara claims it has 
lost about $60 billion 
because of the U.N. sane- 


ARDAKUL, Iran (AP) — Like any other 
day, Mohammad Alijan kissed his nine- 
year-old daughter, Mabbubeb, on both 
cheeks before she raced down the road to 
her village school. 

Ten minutes later, she was crushed to 
death, one of 1 10 girls killed when a power- 
ful earthquake Saturday turned their school 
into a pile of jagged slabs of concrete and 
steel. 

Once a picture postcard town of pastures 
and trees, Ardakul has become a graveyard: 
more than 500 of die village’s 1,600 resi- 
dents were killed by falling homes and 
buildings that left little standing in this oasis 
on the barren Shasd Knh Mountain. 

The worst hit was the village elementary 
school, which had just disgorged hundreds 
of clamorous boys after die morning shift 

Soon, the two-storey building was packed 
with girls aged 5 to 12 for the afternoon 
shift In keeping with Islamic tradition, boys 
arid girls study separately in Iranian schools. 

In the neighbouring village of Zohan, near 
the earthquake’s epicentre, tragedy again 
struck the young. At least 60 pupils were 
killed while offering their midday prayers at 
the schooL 

Most of the survivors among the 400 fam- 
ilies in Ardakul were men who were out in 
the fields or grazing cattle. 

The women, the old and children had little 
chance of escaping the fury of the 7.1 mag- 
nitude tremor. 

After a daylong effort to dig out bodies, 
Ardakul was in mourning Sunday. The vil- 
lage was filled with tears and cries for the 
dead. “God, God, why are you punishing 
us,” cried one man, as he carried a body to a 
newly dug grave. 


Like him, dozens of men washed dead 
bodies in a village pond, wrapped diem in 
shrouds and carried them on broken doors 
— there were no stretchers — to a hilltop 
where others had dug graves. 

“My flower, my flower, why did you leave 
me” Mr. Alijan wailed as be lifted the body 
of his daughter, Mahbnbeh, which was 
wrapped in a dirty brown blanket specked 
with dried blood and mud. “ I wished to see 
your marriage, now I see your dead body.” 

Mr. Alijan and his two young sons — who 
went to the same school but emerged just 
minutes before die quake — dug through the 
rubble for 10 hours before finding 
Mahbubeh’s body. 

For Hossain Mohammad Zadeh, a 45- 
year-old farmer, there was little consolation. 
His wife, two daughters and one son were 
dead. 

Mr. Zadeh said he was tending his cattle 
when the quake struck. 

“I saw some rocks falling from die moun- 
tain. The mountain was roaring. It seemed 
angry. Everything was shaking " Mr. Zadeh 
said in between racking sobs. He was too 
distressed to bother with his youngest 
daughter, an eight-year-old who sat on the 
nibble of their home, weeping for her dead 
mother: 

Unlike many oiher villages struck by the 
quake. Ardakul was a little more prosperous. 
The homes were made not of mud but con- 
crete, bricks and steeL 

But after Saturday, no structure in the vil- 
lage was standing. Relief workers found no 
streets to reach the nibble. They climbed on 
the top of brick-and-cement hillocks to look 
for survivors. 


CIA Iraqis 
jailed in U.S. 


NEW YORK (AP) 
— Iraqis paid by the 
Central intelligence 
Agency (CIA) for an 
unsuccessful attempt 
to oust President 
Saddam Hussein, 
then offered asylum 
in the United States, 
now face deporta- 
tion, possibly back 
to Iraq, the New 
York Times reported 
Saturday. 

At least 13 
refugees are accused 
by the Immigration 
and Naturalization 
Service of being “a 
danger to the securi- 
ty of the United 
States.” 

Government 
lawyers told the 
Times the Federal 
Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI) 
fears the men could 
be Iraqi spies or ter- 
rorists.. 

If those accusa- 
tions are upheld 
against the men, 
who are seeking ’ 
political asylum, 
they could be 
deported, possibly 
to Iraq, the Times 
said. 

In telephone inter- 
views with the 
Times, some of the 
men insist they are 
victims of infighting 
among various Iraqi 
resistance groups. 

The Iraqis in cus- 
tody in California 


were defectors from 
their homeland’s 
military and joined 
CIA-backed resis- 
tance groups called 
the Iraqi National 
Accord and the Iraqi 
National Congress. 

“We came to this 
land legally, on 
account of the U.S. 
government and they 
put us inside of a 
jail,” Ali Yasin 
Mohammad Karim 
told the newspaper. 

“I have a death 
penalty against me 
from Saddam 

Hussein. So I think 
it is not possible that 
I am his agent,” he 

added. 

The Iraqis jailed in 
California were 
among 600 men, 
women and children 
who fled their 
homes after Iraqi 
troops invaded the 
Kurdish regions of 
northern Iraq. 

Sara Campos, a 
lawyer representing 
five of the men, tola 
the Times: “These 
men are trapped in a 
cruel dilemma that 
the U.S. created. 
Some of the men are 
depressed and nearly 
suicidal. They have 

g uestioned whether 
eing in a U.S. jail 
is any better than 
being subjected to 
the tyranny of 
Saddam Hussein.” 


Transexual 
wins first 
time court 
case in 
Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian 
transexual has won the right to 
equally divide the inheritance of 
her millionaire father with her 
brother in an unprecedented 
court case in Egypt, a govern- 
ment daily reported on Sunday. 

“Hie millionaire had left to hi 
children — initially two boys — 
a huge fortune upon his death 
which under Islamic law was to 
be divided equally. But after his 
death one of the boys had a sex- 
change operation, prompting the 
brother to file suit asking that 
his “sister” get only one third of 
the inheritence in line with 
Islamic law, Al Akhbar newspa- 
per said. 

A court in the northern city of 
Alexandria dismissed the suit 
and said both would get an equal 
share of the fortune since the sex 
operation was undertaken after 
the father’s death. 

The head of Al Azhar, the 
highest Sunni Muslim authority 
in Egypt, in June 1996 issued a 
religious decree saying that a 
transexual who had not changed 
sex before his parents’ death 
inherits like a man 

Th«e have been dozens of 
sex-change operations in Eevot 
over the past 10 years but only 
tins was the “strangest case” to 
tortile courts, according to the 


mi 


Run-down zoo 

- . \ 

mirrors life in uO 
general in Kisangani 

KISANGANI Zaire— 
The last animal ' at 
Kisangani Zoo was given 
what its keepers regard & 
the ultimate tribute when it 
died last month. They 
refused to eat it. Ther- 
mal, a crocodile which 
zookeepers said had spent 
at least 20 years in captivity 
at the Kisangani Biological 
Gardens. was instead 
dumped below the pic- 
turesque Tsope Falls, where 
it drifted into the Zaire river 
from where it originally 
came. “It hadn’t eaten fora 
long time and was sick,” 
said Moses Imwenza, jqw 
the only remaining keeper 
at die zoo. “You can’t eat a 
sick crocodile, so when it 
died we pushed it backT 
Kisangani’s zoo. set in lush, 
overgrown gardens on die 
banks of the Tsope rivia; is 
a metaphor for the faded 
glory this central African 
city once enjoyed. V*'; 

56-year-old 
woman starts fligjht 
around the world .vl 


LONDON (AFP) — ASS- 
y ear-o Id British grant 
mother Saturday tookloff 
from Denham on the out- 
skirts of London on ad 
attempt to become the 'fist 
woman to pilot a helicopter 
round tbe world. Jennifer 
Murray was waved off by 
the Duchess of York — 
“Feigie” — as she flew east 
to Pais on the first leg .of 
her route through 28 coun- 
tries, stopping 80 times far 
refuelling. Murray expects 
to take 97 days to complete 
die journey and will lead a 
helicopter fly-past in Hong 
Kong as part of the ha£ 
dover celebrations in June. 7 
She hopes to raise 5(X),QQ0 ( < 
pounds ($800,000) 
charity in her attempt. ■/' 

Humphrey, the 
Downing Street ’ 
cat, eats one 
of the queen’s ducks I 

LONDON (AFP) ■£. ; 
Humphrey, the resident cat-; 
at 10 Downing Street, has ’ 
caused the new British gov*' 5 
erament its first potent® 
embarrassment with 
Buckingham Palace, after iu 
was caught eating one of; 
the queen’s ducks, it was; 
reported Sunday. The -cate 
caught the baby duckling .fit 
St. James’s Park in front. of 
Buckingham Palace in* 
London and swaggered 
back to Downing Screeg 
with . it in its mouth, trf 
News of the World said 
Earlier this week Prime 
Minister Tony Blair’s wife 
Cfaexie gave Humphrey; 
official approval — by par 
ing holding the animat u 
her back garden for photog 
raphe rs. Recent reportsssic 
she believed cats tar# 
unhygienic and wanted hitz 
removed. The paper sflg 
gested Blair might -ad? 
apologise when he basjg 
next audience with Qtieet 
Elizabeth II. Humphrey/ a 
stray black and white housa 
cat who wandered off tfiqj 
street in 1989, is a nofoal 
ous bird and mouse killers 

Japan blanks 3 
out pornography . a 
at ADB Fukuoka J 

JAPAN (R) — Japan ba9 
ensured that delegates 
attending the Asian deveS 
opmem bank's (ADEjS 
annual meeting here ha wM 
only good clean ftm. TfiS 
ranin hotel where most.CH 
the . 3,000 delegates anaj 
staying for the meeting dB 
finance ministers and cerlj 
tral bank governors baa 
blanked out two pay chats! 
nels which usually sbfl w j l 
pornographic movieSj 
Hotel staff said they totgl 
die action on the adriceifS 
Japanese officials w tej j 
organised the gatJhe^i^§ , 
“They said the films .u5p| 
not appropriate for a dwrirffl 
guished gathering like (Ms 
ADB,” one staff mcmbSB 
-said. 


